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A

Æsop (6th Century BCE?) ÆSOP


CAPE COD: It is remarkable that there is not in English any 
adequate or correct account of the French exploration of what is 
now the coast of New England, between 1604 and 1608, though it is 
conceded that they then made the first permanent European 
settlement on the continent of North America north of St. 
Augustine. If the lions had been the painters it would have been 
otherwise. This omission is probably to be accounted for partly 
by the fact that the early edition of Champlain’s “Voyages” had 
not been consulted for this purpose. This contains by far the most 
particular, and, I think, the most interesting chapter of what we 
may call the Ante-Pilgrim history of New England, extending to 
one hundred and sixty pages quarto; but appears to be unknown 
equally to the historian and the orator on Plymouth Rock. Bancroft 
does not mention Champlain at all among the authorities for De 
Monts’ expedition, nor does he say that he ever visited the coast 
of New England. Though he bore the title of pilot to De Monts, he 
was, in another sense, the leading spirit, as well as the 
historian of the expedition. Holmes, Hildreth, and Barry, and 
apparently all our historians who mention Champlain, refer to the 
edition of 1632, in which all the separate charts of our harbors, 
&c., and about one half the narrative, are omitted; for the author 
explored so many lands afterward that he could afford to forget 
a part of what he had done. Hildreth, speaking of De Monts’s 
expedition, says that “he looked into the Penobscot [in 1605], 
which Pring had discovered two years before,” saying nothing 
about Champlain’s extensive exploration of it for De Monts in 1604 
(Holmes says 1608, and refers to Purchas); also that he followed 
in the track of Pring along the coast “to Cape Cod, which he 
called Malabarre.” (Haliburton had made the same statement before 
him in 1829. He called it Cap Blanc, and Malle Barre (the Bad Bar) 
was the name given to a harbor on the east side of the Cape.) 
Pring says nothing about a river there. Belknap says that Weymouth 
discovered it in 1605. Sir F. Gorges says, in his narration (Maine 
Hist. Coll., Vol. II. p. 19), 1658, that Pring in 1606 “made a 
perfect discovery of all the rivers and harbors.” This is the most 
I can find. Bancroft makes Champlain to have discovered more 
western rivers in Maine, not naming the Penobscot; he, however, 
must have been the discoverer of distances on this river (see 
Belknap, p. 147). Pring was absent from England only about six 
months, and sailed by this part of Cape Cod (Malebarre) because 
it yielded no sassafras, while the French, who probably had not 
heard of Pring, were patiently for years exploring the coast in 
search of a place of settlement, sounding and surveying its 
harbors.  
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Agassiz, Jean Louis Rodolphe (1807-1873 LOUIS AGASSIZ)


CAPE COD: The Greeks would not have called the ocean  or 
unfruitful, though it does not produce wheat, if they had viewed 
it by the light of modern science, for naturalists now assert that 
“the sea, and not the land, is the principal seat of life,”– 
though not of vegetable life. Darwin affirms that “our most 
thickly inhabited forests appear almost as deserts when we come 
to compare them with the corresponding regions of the ocean.” 
Agassiz and Gould tell us that “the sea teems with animals of all 
classes, far beyond the extreme limit of flowering plants”; but 
they add, that “experiments of dredging in very deep water have 
also taught us that the abyss of the ocean is nearly a desert”; 
–“so that modern investigations,” to quote the words of Desor, 
“merely go to confirm the great idea which was vaguely anticipated 
by the ancient poets and philosophers, that the Ocean is the 
origin of all things.” Yet marine animals and plants hold a lower 
rank in the scale of being than land animals and plants. “There 
is no instance known,” says Desor, “of an animal becoming aquatic 
in its perfect state, after having lived in its lower stage on 
dry land,” but as in the case of the tadpole, “the progress 
invariably points towards the dry land.” In short, the dry land 
itself came through and out of the water on its way to the 
heavens, for, “in going back through the geological ages, we come 
to an epoch when, according to all appearances, the dry land did 
not exist, and when the surface of our globe was entirely covered 
with water.” We looked on the sea, then, once more, not as 

, or unfruitful, but as it has been more truly called, 
the “laboratory of continents.”

PIERRE JEAN ÉDOUARD DESOR

AGASSIZ & GOULD

CHARLES DARWIN

Gabriel Archer
GABRIEL ARCHER, JOHN BRERETON, CAPTAIN BARTHOLOMEW GOSNOLD, WILLIAMSON, 

BELKNAP Cape Cod is commonly said to have been discovered in 1602. We will consider at length under 
what circumstances, and with what observation and expectations, the first Englishmen whom history clearly 
discerns approached the coast of New England. According to the accounts of Archer and Brereton (both of 
whom accompanied Gosnold), on the 26th of March, 1602, old style, Captain Bartholomew Gosnold set sail 
from Falmouth, England, for the North Part of Virginia, in a small bark called the Concord, they being in all, 
says one account, “thirty-two persons, whereof eight mariners and sailors, twelve purposing upon the 
discovery to return with the ship for England, the rest remain there for population.” This is regarded as “the 
first attempt of the English to make a settlement within the limits of New England.” Pursuing a new and a 
shorter course than the usual one by the Canaries, “the 14th of April following” they “had sight of Saint 
Mary’s, an island of the Azores.” As their sailors were few and “none of the best,” (I use their own phrases,) 
and they were “going upon an unknown coast,” they were not “over-bold to stand in with the shore but in open 
weather”; so they made their first discovery of land with the lead. The 23d of April the ocean appeared yellow, 
but on taking up some of the water in a bucket, “it altered not either in color or taste from the sea azure.” The 
7th of May they saw divers birds whose names they knew, and many others in their “English tongue of no 
name.” The 8th of May “the water changed to a yellowish green, where at seventy fathoms” they “had ground.” 
The 9th, they had upon their lead “many glittering stones,”—”which might promise some mineral matter in 
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the bottom.” The 10th, they were over a bank which they thought to be near the western end of St. John’s 
Island, and saw schools of fish. The 12th, they say, “continually passed fleeting by us sea-oare, which seemed 
to have their movable course towards the northeast.” On the 13th, they observed “great beds of weeds, much 
wood, and divers things else floating by,” and “had smelling of the shore such as from the southern Cape and 
Andalusia in Spain.” On Friday, the 14th, early in the morning they descried land on the north, in the latitude 
of forty-three degrees, apparently some part of the coast of Maine. Williamson (History of Maine) says it 
certainly could not have been south of the central Isle of Shoals. Belknap inclines to think it the south side of 
Cape Ann. Standing fair along by the shore, about twelve o’clock the same day, they came to anchor and were 
visited by eight savages, who came off to them “in a Biscay shallop, with sail and oars,”— “an iron grapple, 
and a kettle of copper.” These they at first mistook for “Christians distressed.” One of them was “apparelled 
with a waistcoat and breeches of black serge, made after our sea- fashion, hose and shoes on his feet; all the 
rest (saving one that had a pair of breeches of blue cloth) were naked.” They appeared to have had dealings 
with “some Basques or of St. John de Luz, and to understand much more than we,” say the English, “for want 
of language, could comprehend.” But they soon “set sail westward, leaving them and their coast.” (This was 
a remarkable discovery for discoverers.” “The 15th day,” writes Gabriel Archer, “we had again sight of the 
land, which made ahead, being as we thought an island, by reason of a large sound that appeared westward 
between it and the main, for coming to the west end thereof, we did perceive a large opening, we called it Shoal 
Hope. Near this cape we came to anchor in fifteen fathoms, where we took great store of cod-fish, for which 
we altered the name and called it Cape Cod. Here we saw sculls of herring, mackerel, and other small fish, in 
great abundance. This is a low sandy shoal, but without danger; also we came to anchor again in sixteen 
fathoms, fair by the land in the latitude of forty-two degrees. This Cape is well near a mile broad, and lieth 
northeast by east. The Captain went here ashore, and found the ground to be full of peas, strawberries, 
whortleberries, as then unripe, the sand also by the shore somewhat deep; the firewood there by us taken in 
was of cypress, birch, witch-hazel, and beech. A young Indian came here to the captain, armed with his bow 
and arrows, and had certain plates of copper hanging at his ears; he showed a willingness to help us in our 
occasions.” “The 16th we trended the coast southerly, which was all champaign and full of grass, but the 
islands somewhat woody.” Or, according to the account of John Brereton, “riding here,” that is where they first 
communicated with the natives, “in no very good harbor, and withal doubting the weather, about three of the 
clock the same day in the afternoon we weighed, and standing southerly off into sea the rest of that day and 
the night following, with a fresh gale of wind, in the morning we found ourselves embayed with a mighty 
headland; but coming to an anchor about nine of the clock the same day, within a league of the shore, we 
hoisted out the one half of our shallop, and Captain Bartholomew Gosnold, myself and three others, went 
ashore, being a white sandy and very bold shore; and marching all that afternoon with our muskets on our 
necks, on the highest hills which we saw (the weather very hot), at length we perceived this headland to be 
parcel of the main, and sundry islands lying almost round about it; so returning towards evening to our shallop 
(for by that time the other part was brought ashore and set together), we espied an Indian, a young man of 
proper stature, and of a pleasing countenance, and after some familiarity with him, we left him at the sea side, 
and returned to our ship, where in five or six hours’ absence we had pestered our ship so with codfish, that we 
threw numbers of them overboard again: and surely I am persuaded that in the months of March, April, and 
May, there is upon this coast better fishing, and in as great plenty, as in Newfoundland; for the sculls of 
mackerel, herrings, cod, and other fish, that we daily saw as we went and came from the shore, were 
wonderful,” “From this place we sailed round about this headland, almost all the points of the compass, the 
shore very bold; but as no coast is free from dangers, so I am persuaded this is as free as any. The land 
somewhat low, full of goodly woods, but in some places plain.”

Dr. Argent
DR. ARGENT My worshipful friend Dr. Argent hath told me that many years ago he was in this place, and caused 

his man to pull away the beach with his hands, and follow the roots so long until he got some equal in length 
unto his height, yet could come to no ends of them.”
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Jean Alphonse
JEAN ALPHONSE, ROBERTVAL, HACKLUYT Jean Alphonse, Roberval’s pilot in Canada in 1542, one of the 

most skilful navigators of his time, and who has given remarkably minute and accurate direction for sailing up 
the St. Lawrence, showing that he knows what he is talking about, says in his “Routier” (it is in Hackluyt), “I 
have been at a bay as far as the forty-second degree, between Norimbegue and Florida, but I have not explored 
the bottom of it, and I do not know whether it passes from one land to the other,” i. e. to Asia. (“J’ai aetae aga 
une Baye jusques par les 42;ke degraes entre la Norimbegue et la Floride; mais je n’en ai pas cherchae le fond, 
et ne saccais pas si elle passe d’une terre aga l’autre.”) This may refer to Massachusetts Bay, if not possibly to 
the western inclination of the coast a little farther south. When he says, “I have no doubt that the Norimbegue 
enters into the river of Canada,” he is perhaps so interpreting some account which the Indians had given 
respecting the route from the St. Lawrence to the Atlantic, by the St. John, or Penobscot, or possibly even the 
Hudson River. We hear rumors of this country of “Norumbega” and its great city from many quarters. 

Anson
CHARLES DARWIN, ANSON Charles Darwin states that he saw, from the base of the Andes, “the masts of the 

vessels at anchor in the bay of Valparaiso, although not less than twenty-six geographical miles distant,” and 
that Anson had been surprised at the distance at which his vessels were discovered from the coast, without 
knowing the reason, namely, the great height of the land and the transparency of the air. 

Lieutenant Anthony
LIEUTENANT ANTHONY But history says, that when the Pilgrims had held the lands of Billingsgate many 

years, at length “appeared an Indian, who styled himself Lieutenant Anthony,” who laid claim to them, and of 
him they bought them. Who knows but a Lieutenant Anthony may be knocking at the door of the White House 
some day?

Achilles
ACHILLES That, certainly, was not an Achillean life. His mother must have let him slip when she dipped him into 

the liquor which was to make him invulnerable, and he went in, heels and all. 

Argus
ARGUS Among the many regulations of the Light-house Board, hanging against the wall here, many of them 

excellent, perhaps, if there were a regiment stationed here to attend to them, there is one requiring the keeper 
to keep an account of the number of vessels which pass his light during the day. But there are a hundred vessels 
in sight at once, steering in all directions, many on the very verge of the horizon, and he must have more eyes 
than Argus, and be a good deal farther-sighted, to tell which are passing his light.

Aurora
AURORA He certainly must be a son of Aurora to whom the sun looms, when there are so many millions to whom 

it glooms rather, or who never see it till an hour after it has risen.

Ælian 
AELIAN, PLINY, NEARCHUS, ALEXANDER, CHRIST, BARBOSA, NIEBUHR It has been a constant 

traveller’s tale and perhaps slander, now for thousands of years, the Latins and Greeks have repeated it, that 
this or that nation feeds its cattle, or horses, or sheep, on fish, as may be seen in Ælian and Pliny, but in the 
Journal of Nearchus, who was Alexander’s admiral, and made a voyage from the Indus to the Euphrates three 
hundred and twenty six years before Christ, it is said that the inhabitants of a portion of the intermediate coast, 
whom he called Icthyophagi or Fish-eaters, not only ate fishes raw and also dried and pounded in a whale’s 
vertebra for a mortar and made into a paste, but gave them to their cattle, there being no grass on the coast; and 
several modern travellers,—Barbosa, Niebuhr, and others make the same report.

http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/thumbnails/T/HDT.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/explanation.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/ActiveIndex.pdf


6 Copyright  Austin Meredith

TRAVELED MUCH IN CONCORD MA

HDT WHAT? INDEX

Alexander
AELIAN, PLINY, NEARCHUS, ALEXANDER, CHRIST, BARBOSA, NIEBUHR It has been a constant 

traveller’s tale and perhaps slander, now for thousands of years, the Latins and Greeks have repeated it, that 
this or that nation feeds its cattle, or horses, or sheep, on fish, as may be seen in Ælian and Pliny, but in the 
Journal of Nearchus, who was Alexander’s admiral, and made a voyage from the Indus to the Euphrates three 
hundred and twenty six years before Christ, it is said that the inhabitants of a portion of the intermediate coast, 
whom he called Icthyophagi or Fish-eaters, not only ate fishes raw and also dried and pounded in a whale’s 
vertebra for a mortar and made into a paste, but gave them to their cattle, there being no grass on the coast; and 
several modern travellers,—Barbosa, Niebuhr, and others make the same report.

PLINY, ALEXANDER, STRABO As we are treating of fishy matters, let me insert what Pliny says, that “the 
commanders of the fleets of Alexander the Great have related that the Gedrosi, who dwell on the banks of the 
river Arabis, are in the habit of making the doors of their houses with the jaw-bones of fishes, and raftering the 
roofs with their bones.” Strabo tells the same of the Ichthyophagi.

Sir William Alexander
CABOT, SAMUEL PENHALLOW, KING HENRY VII, SIR WILLIAM ALEXANDER, SIR DAVID KIRK 

Cabot spoke like an Englishman, as he was, if he said, as one reports, in reference to the discovery of the 
American Continent, when he found it running toward the north, that it was a great disappointment to him, 
being in his way to India; but we would rather add to than detract from the fame of so great a discoverer. 
Samuel Penhallow, in his History (Boston, 1726), p. 51, speaking of “Port Royal and Nova Scotia,” says of the 
last, that its “first seizure was by Sir Sebastian Cobbet for the crown of Great Britain, in the reign of King 
Henry VII.; but lay dormant till the year 1621,” when Sir William Alexander got a patent of it, and possessed 
it some years; and afterward Sir David Kirk was proprietor of it, but erelong, “to the surprise of all thinking 
men, it was given up unto the French.” 

Arminius
ARMINIUS But, notwithstanding his many services, as he embraced the religion of Arminius, some of his flock 

became dissatisfied.
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B

Governor William Bradford


CAPE COD: Very different is the general and off-hand account given 
by Captain John Smith, who was on this coast six years earlier, 
and speaks like an old traveller, voyager, and soldier, who had 
seen too much of the world to exaggerate, or even to dwell long, 
on a part of it. In his “Description of New England,” printed in 
1616, after speaking of Accomack, since called Plymouth, he says: 
“Cape Cod is the next presents itself, which is only a headland 
of high hills of sand, overgrown with shrubby pines, hurts, and 
such trash, but an excellent harbor for all weathers. This Cape 
is made by the main sea on the one side, and a great bay on the 
other, in form of a sickle.” Champlain had already written, “Which 
we named Cap Blanc (Cape White), because they were sands and downs 
(sables et dunes) which appeared thus.” When the Pilgrims get to 
Plymouth their reporter says again, “The land for the crust of 
the earth is a spit’s depth,” — that would seem to be their recipe 
for an earth’s crust, — “excellent black mould and fat in some 
places.” However, according to Bradford himself, whom some 
consider the author of part of “Mourt’s Relation,” they who came 
over in the Fortune the next year were somewhat daunted when “they 
came into the harbor of Cape Cod, and there saw nothing but a 
naked and barren place.” They soon found out their mistake with 
respect to the goodness of Plymouth soil. Yet when at length, some 
years later, when they were fully satisfied of the poorness of 
the place which they had chosen, “the greater part,” says 
Bradford, “consented to a removal to a place called Nausett,” they 
agreed to remove all together to Nauset, now Eastham, which was 
jumping out of the frying-pan into the fire; and some of the most 
respectable of the inhabitants of Plymouth did actually remove 
thither accordingly.

CHAMPLAIN

JOHN SMITH
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CAPE COD: It must be confessed that the Pilgrims possessed but few 
of the qualities of the modern pioneer. They were not the 
ancestors of the American backwoodsmen. They did not go at once 
into the woods with their axes. They were a family and church, 
and were more anxious to keep together, though it were on the 
sand, than to explore and colonize a New World. When the above-
mentioned company removed to Eastham, the church at Plymouth was 
left, to use Bradford’s expression, “like an ancient mother grown 
old, and forsaken of her children.” Though they landed on Clark’s 
Island in Plymouth harbor, the 9th of December (O.S.), and the 
16th all hands came to Plymouth, and the 18th they rambled about 
the mainland, and the 19th decided to settle there, it was the 
8th of January before Francis Billington went with one of the 
master’s mates to look at the magnificent pond or lake now called 
“Billington Sea,” about two miles distant, which he had 
discovered from the top of a tree, and mistook for a great sea. 
And the 7th of March “Master Carver with five others went to the 
great ponds which seem to be excellent fishing,” both which points 
are within the compass of an ordinary afternoon’s ramble, — 
however wild the country. It is true they were busy at first about 
their building, and were hindered in that by much foul weather; 
but a party of emigrants to California or Oregon, with no less 
work on their hands, — and more hostile Indians — would do as much 
exploring the first afternoon, and the Sieur de Champlain would 
have sought an interview with the savages, and examined the 
country as far as the Connecticut, and made a map of it, before 
Billington had climbed his tree. Or contrast them only with the 
French searching for copper about the Bay of Fundy in 1603, 
tracing up small streams with Indian guides. Nevertheless, the 
Pilgrims were pioneers, and the ancestors of pioneers, in a far 
grander enterprise. 

CHAMPLAIN
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Babson
MARTIN PRING, SALTERNE, GOSNOLD, BABSON, ELIZABETH, BANCROFT But in the Journal of Pring’s 

Voyage the next year (and Salterne, who was with Pring, had accompanied Gosnold) it is said, “Departing 
hence we bore into that great gulf which Captain Gosnold over-shot the year before. Savage Rock,” which 
some have supposed to be, from the name, the Salvages, a ledge about two miles off Rockport, Cape Ann, was 
probably the Nubble, a large, high rock near the shore, on the east side of York Harbor, Maine. The first land 
made by Gosnold is presumed by experienced navigators to be Cape Elizabeth, on the same coast. (See 
Babson’s History of Gloucester, Massachusetts.) So they sailed round the Cape, calling the southeasterly 
extremity “Point Care,” till they came to an island which they named Martha’s Vineyard (now called No Man’s 
Land), and another on which they dwelt awhile, which they named Elizabeth’s Island, in honor of the queen, 
one of the group since so called, now known by its Indian name Cuttyhunk. There they built a small storehouse, 
the first house built by the English in New England, whose cellar could recently still be seen, made partly of 
stones taken from the beach. Bancroft says (edition of 1837), the ruins of the fort can no longer be discerned. 
They who were to have remained becoming discontented, all together set sail for England with a load of 
sassafras and other commodities, on the 18th of June following. The next year came Martin Pring, looking for 
sassafras, and thereafter they began to come thick and fast, until long after sassafras had lost its reputation.

Francis Billington
CLARK, FRANCIS BILLINGTON, MASTER CARVER, SIEUR DE CHAMPLAIN Though they landed on 

Clark’s Island in Plymouth harbor, the 9th of December (O. S.), and the 16th all hands came to Plymouth, and 
the 18th they rambled about the mainland, and the 19th decided to settle there, it was the 8th of January before 
Francis Billington went with one of the master’s mates to look at the magnificent pond or lake now called 
“Billington Sea,” about two miles distant, which he had discovered from the top of a tree, and mistook for a 
great sea. And the 7th of March “Master Carver with five others went to the great ponds which seem to be 
excellent fishing places,” both which points are within the compass of an ordinary afternoon’s ramble,—
however wild the country. It is true they were busy at first about their building, and were hindered in that by 
much foul weather; but a party of emigrants to California or Oregon, with no less work on their hands,—and 
more hostile Indians,—would do as much exploring the first afternoon, and the Sieur de Champlain would 
have sought an interview with the savages, and examined the country as far as the Connecticut, and made a 
map of it, before Billington had climbed his tree.
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Bancroft


CAPE COD: Bancroft does not mention Champlain at all among the 
authorities for De Monts’ expedition, nor does he say that he ever 
visited the coast of New England.... Bancroft makes Champlain to have 
discovered more western rivers in Maine, not naming the 
Penobscot.... It is not generally remembered, if known, by the 
descendants of the Pilgrims, that when their forefathers were 
spending their first memorable winter in the New World, they had for 
neighbors a colony of French no further off than Port Royal 
(Annapolis, Nova Scotia), three hundred miles distant (Prince seems 
to make it about five hundred miles); where, in spite of many 
vicissitudes, they had been for fifteen years. ... the trials which 
their successors and descendants endured at the hands of the English 
have furnished a theme for both the historian and poet. (See 
Bancroft’s History and Longfellow’s Evangeline.).... The very 
gravestones of those Frenchmen are probably older than the oldest 
English monument in New England north of the Elizabeth Islands, or 
perhaps anywhere in New England, for if there are any traces of 
Gosnold’s storehouse left, his strong works are gone. Bancroft says, 
advisedly, in 1834, “It requires a believing eye to discern the ruins 
of the fort”; and that there were no ruins of a fort in 1837.... 
Bancroft says he joined the Algonquins in an expedition against the 
Iroquois, or Five Nations, in the northwest of New York.... De Leri 
and Saint Just had suggested plans of colonization on the Isle of 
Sable as early as 1515 (1508?) according to Bancroft, referring to 
Charlevoix.... So they sailed round the Cape, calling the 
southeasterly extremity “Point Cave,” till they came to an island 
which they named Martha’s Vineyard (now called No Man’s Land), and 
another on which they dwelt awhile, which they named Elizabeth’s 
Island, in honor of the queen, one of the group since so called, now 
known by its Indian name Cuttyhunk. There they built a small 
storehouse, the first house built by the English in New England, 
whose cellar could recently still be seen, made partly of stones 
taken from the beach. Bancroft says (edition of 1837), the ruins of 
the fort can no longer be discerned.

PIERRE-FRANÇOIS-XAVIER DE CHARLEVOIX

BANCROFT

CHAMPLAIN
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Belknap
GABRIEL ARCHER, JOHN BRERETON, CAPTAIN BARTHOLOMEW GOSNOLD, WILLIAMSON, 

BELKNAP Cape Cod is commonly said to have been discovered in 1602. We will consider at length under 
what circumstances, and with what observation and expectations, the first Englishmen whom history clearly 
discerns approached the coast of New England. According to the accounts of Archer and Brereton (both of 
whom accompanied Gosnold), on the 26th of March, 1602, old style, Captain Bartholomew Gosnold set sail 
from Falmouth, England, for the North Part of Virginia, in a small bark called the Concord, they being in all, 
says one account, “thirty-two persons, whereof eight mariners and sailors, twelve purposing upon the 
discovery to return with the ship for England, the rest remain there for population.” This is regarded as “the 
first attempt of the English to make a settlement within the limits of New England.” Pursuing a new and a 
shorter course than the usual one by the Canaries, “the 14th of April following” they “had sight of Saint 
Mary’s, an island of the Azores.” As their sailors were few and “none of the best,” (I use their own phrases,) 
and they were “going upon an unknown coast,” they were not “over-bold to stand in with the shore but in open 
weather”; so they made their first discovery of land with the lead. The 23d of April the ocean appeared yellow, 
but on taking up some of the water in a bucket, “it altered not either in color or taste from the sea azure.” The 
7th of May they saw divers birds whose names they knew, and many others in their “English tongue of no 
name.” The 8th of May “the water changed to a yellowish green, where at seventy fathoms” they “had ground.” 
The 9th, they had upon their lead “many glittering stones,”—”which might promise some mineral matter in 
the bottom.” The 10th, they were over a bank which they thought to be near the western end of St. John’s 
Island, and saw schools of fish. The 12th, they say, “continually passed fleeting by us sea-oare, which seemed 
to have their movable course towards the northeast.” On the 13th, they observed “great beds of weeds, much 
wood, and divers things else floating by,” and “had smelling of the shore such as from the southern Cape and 
Andalusia in Spain.” On Friday, the 14th, early in the morning they descried land on the north, in the latitude 
of forty-three degrees, apparently some part of the coast of Maine. Williamson (History of Maine) says it 
certainly could not have been south of the central Isle of Shoals. Belknap inclines to think it the south side of 
Cape Ann. Standing fair along by the shore, about twelve o’clock the same day, they came to anchor and were 
visited by eight savages, who came off to them “in a Biscay shallop, with sail and oars,”— “an iron grapple, 
and a kettle of copper.” These they at first mistook for “Christians distressed.” One of them was “apparelled 
with a waistcoat and breeches of black serge, made after our sea- fashion, hose and shoes on his feet; all the 
rest (saving one that had a pair of breeches of blue cloth) were naked.” They appeared to have had dealings 
with “some Basques or of St. John de Luz, and to understand much more than we,” say the English, “for want 
of language, could comprehend.” But they soon “set sail westward, leaving them and their coast.” (This was 
a remarkable discovery for discoverers.” “The 15th day,” writes Gabriel Archer, “we had again sight of the 
land, which made ahead, being as we thought an island, by reason of a large sound that appeared westward 
between it and the main, for coming to the west end thereof, we did perceive a large opening, we called it Shoal 
Hope. Near this cape we came to anchor in fifteen fathoms, where we took great store of cod-fish, for which 
we altered the name and called it Cape Cod. Here we saw sculls of herring, mackerel, and other small fish, in 
great abundance. This is a low sandy shoal, but without danger; also we came to anchor again in sixteen 
fathoms, fair by the land in the latitude of forty-two degrees. This Cape is well near a mile broad, and lieth 
northeast by east. The Captain went here ashore, and found the ground to be full of peas, strawberries, 
whortleberries, as then unripe, the sand also by the shore somewhat deep; the firewood there by us taken in 
was of cypress, birch, witch-hazel, and beech. A young Indian came here to the captain, armed with his bow 
and arrows, and had certain plates of copper hanging at his ears; he showed a willingness to help us in our 
occasions.” “The 16th we trended the coast southerly, which was all champaign and full of grass, but the 
islands somewhat woody.” Or, according to the account of John Brereton, “riding here,” that is where they first 
communicated with the natives, “in no very good harbor, and withal doubting the weather, about three of the 
clock the same day in the afternoon we weighed, and standing southerly off into sea the rest of that day and 
the night following, with a fresh gale of wind, in the morning we found ourselves embayed with a mighty 
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headland; but coming to an anchor about nine of the clock the same day, within a league of the shore, we 
hoisted out the one half of our shallop, and Captain Bartholomew Gosnold, myself and three others, went 
ashore, being a white sandy and very bold shore; and marching all that afternoon with our muskets on our 
necks, on the highest hills which we saw (the weather very hot), at length we perceived this headland to be 
parcel of the main, and sundry islands lying almost round about it; so returning towards evening to our shallop 
(for by that time the other part was brought ashore and set together), we espied an Indian, a young man of 
proper stature, and of a pleasing countenance, and after some familiarity with him, we left him at the sea side, 
and returned to our ship, where in five or six hours’ absence we had pestered our ship so with codfish, that we 
threw numbers of them overboard again: and surely I am persuaded that in the months of March, April, and 
May, there is upon this coast better fishing, and in as great plenty, as in Newfoundland; for the sculls of 
mackerel, herrings, cod, and other fish, that we daily saw as we went and came from the shore, were 
wonderful,” “From this place we sailed round about this headland, almost all the points of the compass, the 
shore very bold; but as no coast is free from dangers, so I am persuaded this is as free as any. The land 
somewhat low, full of goodly woods, but in some places plain.”

Richard Biddle


CAPE COD: That Cabot merely landed on the uninhabitable shore of 
Labrador gave the English no just title to New England, or to the 
United States generally, any more than to Patagonia. His careful 
biographer (Biddle) is not certain in what voyage he ran down the 
coast of the United States, as is reported, and no one tells us 
what he saw.

RICHARD BIDDLE

SEBASTIAN CABOT

Bacon

Robert Beverly
BACON OF BACON’S REBELLION, BEVERLY OF HISTORY OF VIRGINIA “This, being an early plant, was 

gathered very young for a boiled salad, by some of the soldiers sent thither to quell the rebellion of Bacon; and 
some of them ate plentifully of it, the effect of which was a very pleasant comedy, for they turned natural fools 
upon it for several days: one would blow up a feather in the air; another would dart straws at it with much fury; 
and another, stark naked, was sitting up in a corner like a monkey, grinning and making mows at them; a fourth 
would fondly kiss and paw his companions, and sneer in their faces, with a countenance more antic than any 
in a Dutch droll. In this frantic condition they were confined, lest they should, in their folly, destroy 
themselves,—though it was observed that all their actions were full of innocence and good nature. Indeed, they 
were not very cleanly. A thousand such simple tricks they played, and after eleven days returned to themselves 
again, not remembering anything that had passed.”—Beverley’s History of Virginia, p. 121.
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CAPE COD: Our way to the high sand-bank, which I have described 
as extending all along the coast, led, as usual, through patches 
of Bayberry bushes, which straggled into the sand. This, next to 
the Shrub-oak, was perhaps the most common shrub thereabouts. 
I was much attracted by its odoriferous leaves and small gray 
berries which are clustered about the short twigs, just below the 
last year’s growth. I know of but two bushes in Concord, and they, 
being staminate plants, do not bear fruit. The berries gave it a 
venerable appearance, and they smelled quite spicy, like small 
confectionery. Robert Beverley, in his “History of Virginia,” 
published in 1705, states that “at the mouth of their rivers, and 
all along upon the sea and bay, and near many of their creeks and 
swamps, grows the myrtle, bearing a berry, of which they make a 
hard brittle wax, of a curious green color, which by refining 
becomes almost transparent. Of this they make candles, which are 
never greasy to the touch nor melt with lying in the hottest 
weather; neither does the snuff of these ever offend the smell, 
like that of a tallow candle; but, instead of being disagreeable, 
if an accident puts a candle out, it yields a pleasant fragrancy 
to all that are in the room; insomuch that nice people often put 
them out on purpose to have the incense of the expiring snuff. 
The melting of these berries is said to have been first found out 
by a surgeon in New England, who performed wonderful things with 
a salve made of them.” From the abundance of berries still hanging 
on the bushes, we judged that the inhabitants did not generally 
collect them for tallow, though we had seen a piece in the house 
we had just left. I have since made some tallow myself. Holding 
a basket beneath the bare twigs in April, I rubbed them together 
between my hands and thus gathered about a quart in twenty 
minutes, to which were added enough to make three pints, and I 
might have gathered them much faster with a suitable rake and a 
large shallow basket. They have little prominences like those of 
an orange all encased in tallow, which also fills the interstices 
down to the stone. The oily part rose to the top, making it look 
like a savory black broth, which smelled much like balm or other 
herb tea. You let it cool, then skim off the tallow from the 
surface, melt this again and strain it. I got about a quarter of 
a pound weight from my three pints, and more yet remained within 
the berries. A small portion cooled in the form of small flattish 
hemispheres, like crystallizations, the size of a kernel of corn 
(nuggets I called them as I picked them out from amid the 
berries). Loudon says, that “cultivated trees are said to yield 
more wax than those that are found wild.” (See Duplessy, Végétaux 
Résineux, Vol. II. p. 60.) If you get any pitch on your hands in 
the pine-woods you have only to rub some of these berries between 
your hands to start it off. But the ocean was the grand fact 
there, which made us forget both bayberries and men.
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Barbosa
AELIAN, PLINY, NEARCHUS, ALEXANDER, CHRIST, BARBOSA, NIEBUHR It has been a constant 

traveller’s tale and perhaps slander, now for thousands of years, the Latins and Greeks have repeated it, that 
this or that nation feeds its cattle, or horses, or sheep, on fish, as may be seen in Ælian and Pliny, but in the 
Journal of Nearchus, who was Alexander’s admiral, and made a voyage from the Indus to the Euphrates three 
hundred and twenty six years before Christ, it is said that the inhabitants of a portion of the intermediate coast, 
whom he called Icthyophagi or Fish-eaters, not only ate fishes raw and also dried and pounded in a whale’s 
vertebra for a mortar and made into a paste, but gave them to their cattle, there being no grass on the coast; and 
several modern travellers,—Barbosa, Niebuhr, and others make the same report.

Barber
BARBER In Barber’s Historical Collections, it is said, “so rarely are wheel-carriages seen in the place that they 

are a matter of some curiosity to the younger part of the community. A lad who understood navigating the 
ocean much better than land travel, on seeing a man driving a wagon in the street, expressed his surprise at his 
being able to drive so straight without the assistance of a rudder.”


CAPE COD: The tires of the stage-wheels were about five inches 
wide; and the wagon-tires generally on the Cape are an inch or 
two wider, as the sand is an inch or two deeper than elsewhere. 
I saw a baby’s wagon with tires six inches wide to keep it near 
the surface. The more tired the wheels, the less tired the horses. 
Yet all the time that we were in Provincetown, which was two days 
and nights, we saw only one horse and cart, and they were 
conveying a coffin. They did not try such experiments there on 
common occasions. The next summer I saw only the two-wheeled 
horse-cart which conveyed me thirty rods into the harbor on my 
way to the steamer. Yet we read that there were two horses and 
two yoke of oxen here in 1791, and we were told that there were 
several more when we were there, beside the stage team. In 
Barber’s Historical Collections, it is said, “so rarely are 
wheel-carriages seen in the place that they are a matter of some 
curiosity to the younger part of the community. A lad who 
understood navigating the ocean much better than land travel, on 
seeing a man driving a wagon in the street, expressed his surprise 
at his being able to drive so straight without the assistance of 
a rudder.” There was no rattle of carts, and there would have been 
no rattle if there had been any carts. Some saddle-horses that 
passed the hotel in the evening merely made the sand fly with a 
rustling sound like a writer sanding his paper copiously, but 
there was no sound of their tread. No doubt there are more horses 
and carts there at present. A sleigh is never seen, or at least 
is a great novelty on the Cape, the snow being either absorbed by 
the sand or blown into drifts.

Mr. John Bartram
BARTRAM I heard, in the summer, the Black-throated Bunting ( Fringilla Americana) amid the shrubbery, and in 

the open land the Upland Plover (Totanus Bartramius), whose quivering notes were ever and anon prolonged 
into a clear, somewhat plaintive, yet hawk-like scream, which sounded at a very indefinite distance.
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CAPE COD: This spirit it was which so early carried the French to 
the Great Lakes and the Mississippi on the north, and the Spaniard 
to the same river on the south. It was long before our frontiers 
reached their settlements in the west, and a voyageur or coureur 
de bois is still our conductor there. Prairie is a French word, 
as Sierra is a Spanish one. Augustine in Florida, and Santa Fé in 
New Mexico [1582], both built by the Spaniards, are considered 
the oldest towns in the United States. Within the memory of the 
oldest man, the Anglo-Americans were confined between the 
Apalachian Mountains and the sea, “a space not two hundred miles 
broad,” while the Mississippi was by treaty the eastern boundary 
of New France. (See the pamphlet on settling the Ohio, London, 
1763, bound up with the travels of Sir John Bartram.) So far as 
inland discovery was concerned, the adventurous spirit of the 
English was that of sailors who land but for a day, and their 
enterprise the enterprise of traders. Cabot spoke like an 
Englishman, as he was, if he said, as one reports, in reference 
to the discovery of the American Continent, when he found it 
running toward the north, that it was a great disappointment to 
him, being in his way to India; but we would rather add to than 
detract from the fame of so great a discoverer. 
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Uncle Bill
UNCLE BILL I passed by the home of somebody’s (or everybody’s) Uncle Bill, one day over on the Plymouth 

shore. It was a schooner half keeled-up on the mud: we aroused the master out of a sound sleep at noonday, by 
thumping on the bottom of his vessel till he presented himself at the hatch-way, for we wanted to borrow his 
clam-digger. Meaning to make him a call, I looked out the next morning, and lo! he had run over to “the Pines” 
the evening before, fearing an easterly storm. He outrode the great gale in the spring of 1851, dashing about 
alone in Plymouth Bay. He goes after rockweed, lighters vessels, and saves wrecks. I still saw him lying in the 
mud over at “the Pines” in the horizon, which place he could not leave if he would, till flood tide. But he would 
not then probably.
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Sir Thomas Browne


CAPE COD: Much smaller waves soon make a boat “nail-sick,” as the 
phrase is. The keeper said that after a long and strong blow there 
would be three large waves, each successively larger than the 
last, and then no large ones for some time, and that, when they 
wished to land in a boat, they came in on the last and largest 
wave. Sir Thomas Browne (as quoted in Brand’s Popular 
Antiquities, p. 372), on the subject of the tenth wave being 
“greater or more dangerous than any other,” after quoting Ovid,–

“Qui venit hic fluctus, fluctus supereminet omnes
 Posterior nono est, undecimoque prior,”–

says, “Which, notwithstanding, is evidently false; nor can it be 
made out by observation either upon the shore or the ocean, as we 
have with diligence explored in both. And surely in vain we expect 
a regularity in the waves of the sea, or in the particular motions 
thereof, as we may in its general reciprocations, whose causes 
are constant, and effects therefore correspondent; whereas its 
fluctuations are but motions subservient, which winds, storms, 
shores, shelves, and every interjacency irregulates.”

Reverend John Brand


CAPE COD: Much smaller waves soon make a boat “nail-sick,” as the 
phrase is. The keeper said that after a long and strong blow there 
would be three large waves, each successively larger than the 
last, and then no large ones for some time, and that, when they 
wished to land in a boat, they came in on the last and largest 
wave. Sir Thomas Browne (as quoted in Brand’s Popular 
Antiquities, p. 372), on the subject of the tenth wave being 
“greater or more dangerous than any other,” after quoting Ovid,–

“Qui venit hic fluctus, fluctus supereminet omnes
 Posterior nono est, undecimoque prior,”–

says, “Which, notwithstanding, is evidently false; nor can it be 
made out by observation either upon the shore or the ocean, as we 
have with diligence explored in both. And surely in vain we expect 
a regularity in the waves of the sea, or in the particular motions 
thereof, as we may in its general reciprocations, whose causes 
are constant, and effects therefore correspondent; whereas its 
fluctuations are but motions subservient, which winds, storms, 
shores, shelves, and every interjacency irregulates.”
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Reverend Jonathan Bascom
REVEREND JONATHAN BASCOM Turning over further in our book, our eyes fell on the name of the Rev. 

Jonathan Bascom, of Orleans: “Senex emunctae naris, doctus, et auctor elegantium verborum, facetus, et 
dulcis festique sermonis.” 

Reverend Ephraim Briggs
REVEREND EPHRAIM BRIGGS But, probably, the most just and pertinent character of all, is that which appears 

to be given to the Rev. Ephraim Briggs, of Chatham, in the language of the later Romans: “Seip, 
sepoese,sepoemese, wechekum”—which, not being interpreted, we know not what it means, though we have 
no doubt it occurs somewhere in the Scriptures

Elder Brewster
ELDER BREWSTER Late in the afternoon, we rode through Brewster, so named after Elder Brewster, for fear he 

would be forgotten else. Who has not heard of Elder Brewster? Who knows who he was?

Governor William Bradford
GOVERNOR WILLIAM BRADFORD They touched after this at a place called Mattachiest, where they got more 

corn; but their shallop being cast away in a storm, the Governor was obliged to return to Plymouth on foot, 
fifty miles through the woods.

Bank Robbers
BANK ROBBERS It was but a day or two after this that the safe of the Provincetown Bank was broken open and 

robbed by two men from the interior, and we learned that our hospitable entertainers did at least transiently 
harbor the suspicion that we were the men. ... If we had not chanced to leave the Cape so soon, we should 
probably have been arrested. The real robbers were two young men from Worcester County who travelled with 
a centre-bit, and are said to have done their work very neatly.

Francis Trevelyan Buckland


CAPE COD: Buckland in his Curiosities of Natural History (page 50) 
says: “An oyster who has once taken up his position and fixed 
himself when quite young, can never make a change. Oysters, 
nevertheless, that have not fixed themselves, but remain loose at 
the bottom of the sea, have the power of locomotion; they open 
their shells to their fullest extent, and then suddenly 
contracting them, the expulsion of the water forwards gives a 
motion backwards. A fisherman at Guernsey told me that he had 
frequently seen oysters moving in this way.” 
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Bancroft


CAPE COD: It is remarkable that there is not in English any 
adequate or correct account of the French exploration of what is 
now the coast of New England, between 1604 and 1608, though it is 
conceded that they then made the first permanent European 
settlement on the continent of North America north of St. 
Augustine. If the lions had been the painters it would have been 
otherwise. This omission is probably to be accounted for partly 
by the fact that the early edition of Champlain’s “Voyages” had 
not been consulted for this purpose. This contains by far the most 
particular, and, I think, the most interesting chapter of what we 
may call the Ante-Pilgrim history of New England, extending to 
one hundred and sixty pages quarto; but appears to be unknown 
equally to the historian and the orator on Plymouth Rock. Bancroft 
does not mention Champlain at all among the authorities for De 
Monts’ expedition, nor does he say that he ever visited the coast 
of New England. Though he bore the title of pilot to De Monts, he 
was, in another sense, the leading spirit, as well as the 
historian of the expedition. Holmes, Hildreth, and Barry, and 
apparently all our historians who mention Champlain, refer to the 
edition of 1632, in which all the separate charts of our harbors, 
&c., and about one half the narrative, are omitted; for the author 
explored so many lands afterward that he could afford to forget 
a part of what he had done. Hildreth, speaking of De Monts’s 
expedition, says that “he looked into the Penobscot [in 1605], 
which Pring had discovered two years before,” saying nothing 
about Champlain’s extensive exploration of it for De Monts in 1604 
(Holmes says 1608, and refers to Purchas); also that he followed 
in the track of Pring along the coast “to Cape Cod, which he 
called Malabarre.” (Haliburton had made the same statement before 
him in 1829. He called it Cap Blanc, and Malle Barre (the Bad Bar) 
was the name given to a harbor on the east side of the Cape.) 
Pring says nothing about a river there. Belknap says that Weymouth 
discovered it in 1605. Sir F. Gorges says, in his narration (Maine 
Hist. Coll., Vol. II. p. 19), 1658, that Pring in 1606 “made a 
perfect discovery of all the rivers and harbors.” This is the most 
I can find. Bancroft makes Champlain to have discovered more 
western rivers in Maine, not naming the Penobscot; he, however, 
must have been the discoverer of distances on this river (see 
Belknap, p. 147). Pring was absent from England only about six 
months, and sailed by this part of Cape Cod (Malebarre) because 
it yielded no sassafras, while the French, who probably had not 
heard of Pring, were patiently for years exploring the coast in 
search of a place of settlement, sounding and surveying its 
harbors.  

BELKNAP

GORGES

HALIBURTON

HILDRETH

HOLMES

WEBSTER

BANCROFT

CHAMPLAIN

XENOPHANES

ÆSOP
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CHAMPLAIN BANCROFT LESCARBOT DE MONTS HOLMES HILDRETH BARRY PRING PURCHAS 
HALIBURTION BELKNAP WEYMOUTH SIR F. GORGES JOHN SMITH DES BARRES POINT-
GRAVAE POITRINCOURT Bancroft does not mention Champlain at all among the authorities for De Monts’ 
expedition, nor does he say that he ever visited the coast of New England. Though he bore the title of pilot to 
De Monts, he was, in another sense, the leading spirit, as well as the historian of the expedition. Holmes, 
Hildreth, and Barry, and apparently all our historians who mention Champlain, refer to the edition of 1632, in 
which all the separate charts of our harbors, and about one half the narrative, are omitted; for the author 
explored so many lands afterward that he could afford to forget a part of what he had done. Hildreth, speaking 
of De Monts’s expedition, says that “he looked into the Penobscot, which Pring had discovered two years 
before,” saying nothing about Champlain’s extensive exploration of it for De Monts in 1604 (Holmes says 
1608, and refers to Purchas); also that he followed in the track of Pring along the coast “to Cape Cod, which 
he called Malabarre.” (Haliburton had made the same statement before him in 1829. He called it Cap Blanc, 
and Malle Barre (the Bad Bar) was the name given to a harbor on the east side of the Cape.) Pring says nothing 
about a river there. Belknap says that Weymouth discovered it in 1605. Sir F. Gorges says, in his narration 
(Maine Hist. Coll., Vol. II. p. 19), 1658, that Pring in 1606 “made a perfect discovery of all the rivers and 
harbors.” This is the most I can find. Bancroft makes Champlain to have discovered more western rivers in 
Maine, not naming the Penobscot; he, however, must have been the discoverer of distances on this river (see 
Belknap, p. 147). Pring was absent from England only about six months, and sailed by this part of Cape Cod 
(Malebarre) because it yielded no sassafras, while the French, who probably had not heard of Pring, were 
patiently for years exploring the coast in search of a place of settlement, sounding and surveying its harbors. 
John Smith’s map, published in 1616, from observations in 1614-15, is by many regarded as the oldest map of 
New England. It is the first that was made after this country was called New England, for he so called it; but 
in Champlain’s “Voyages,” edition 1613, (and Lescarbot, in 1612, quotes a still earlier account of his voyage,) 
there is a map of it made when it was known to Christendom as New France, called Carte Gaeographique de 
laNouvelle Franse faictte par le Sieur de Champlain Saint TongoisCappitaine ordinaire pour le roi en la 
Marine,—faict l’en 1612, from his observations between 1604 and 1607; a map extending from Labrador to 
Cape Cod and westward to the Great Lakes, and crowded with information, geographical, ethnographical, 
zoological, and botanical. He even gives the variation of the compass as observed by himself at that date on 
many parts of the coast. This, taken together with the many separate charts of harbors and their soundings on 
a large scale, which this volume contains,—among the rest, Qui ni be quy (Kennebec), Chouacoit R. (Saco R.), 
Le Beauport, Port St. Louis (near Cape Ann), and others on our coast,—but which are not in the edition of 
1632, makes this a completer map of the New England and adjacent northern coast than was made for half a 
century afterward, almost, we might be allowed to say, till another Frenchman, Des Barres, made another for 
us, which only our late Coast Survey has superseded. Most of the maps of this coast made for a long time after 
betray their indebtedness to Champlain. He was a skilful navigator, a man of science, and geographer to the 
King of France. He crossed the Atlantic about twenty times, and made nothing of it; often in a small vessel in 
which few would dare to go to sea to-day; and on one occasion making the voyage from Tadoussac to St. Malo 
in eighteen days. He was in this neighborhood, that is, between Annapolis, Nova Scotia, and Cape Cod, 
observing the land and its inhabitants, and making a map of the coast, from May, 1604, to September, 1607, 
or about three and ahalf years, and he has described minutely his method of surveying harbors. By his own 
account, a part of his map was engraved in 1604 (?). When Pont-Gravae and others returned to France in 1606, 
he remained at Port Royal with Poitrincourt, “in order,” says he, “by the aid of God, to finish the chart of the 
coasts which I had begun”; and again in his volume, printed before John Smith visited this part of America, he 
says: “It seems to me that I have done my duty as far as I could, if I have not forgotten to put in my said chart 
whatever I saw, and give a particular knowledge to the public of what had never been described nor discovered 
so particularly as I have done it, although some other may have heretofore written of it; but it was a very small 
affair in comparison with what we have discovered within the last ten years.”
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PRINCE WILLIAMSON DE MONTS BANCROFT LONGFELLOW GOSNOLD It is not generally remembered, 
if known, by the descendants of the Pilgrims, that when their forefathers were spending their first memorable 
winter in the New World, they had for neighbors a colony of French no further off than Port Royal (Annapolis, 
Nova Scotia), three hundred miles distant (Prince seems to make it about five hundred miles); where, in spite 
of many vicissitudes, they had been for fifteen years. They built a grist-mill there as early as 1606; also made 
bricks and turpentine on a stream, Williamson says, in 1606. De Monts, who was a Protestant, brought his 
minister with him, who came to blows with the Catholic priest on the subject of religion. Though these 
founders of Acadie endured no less than the Pilgrims, and about the same proportion of them—thirty-five out 
of seventy-nine (Williamson’s Maine says thirty-six out of seventy)—died the first winter at St. Croix, 1604-
5, sixteen years earlier, no orator, to my knowledge, has ever celebrated their enterprise (Williamson’s History 
of Maine does considerably), while the trials which their successors and descendants endured at the hands of 
the English have furnished a theme for both the historian and poet. (See Bancroft’s History and Longfellow’s 
Evangeline.) The remains of their fort at St. Croix were discovered at the end of the last century, and helped 
decide where the true St. Croix, our boundary, was. The very gravestones of those Frenchmen are probably 
older than the oldest English monument in New England north of the Elizabeth Islands, or perhaps anywhere 
in New England, for if there are any traces of Gosnold’s storehouse left, his strong works are gone. Bancroft 
says, advisedly, in 1834, “It requires a believing eye to discern the ruins of the fort”; and that there were no 
ruins of a fort in 1837. 

CHAMPLAIN, SIEUR DE MONTS, LESCARBOT, CAPTAIN SAVALET, RAMUSIO, DE LA ROCHE, 
GILBERT, BARON DE LARI, SAINT JUST, CHARLEVOIX, HALIBURTON, BANCROFT In 1604, 
Champlain being sent by the Sieur de Monts to explore the coast of Norumbegue, sailed up the Penobscot 
twenty-two or twenty-three leagues from “Isle Haute,” or till he was stopped by the falls. He says: “I think that 
this river is that which many pilots and historians call Norembegue, and which the greater part have described 
as great and spacious, with numerous islands; and its entrance in the forty-third or forty-third and one half, or, 
according to others, the forty-fourth degree of latitude, more or less.” He is convinced that “the greater part” 
of those who speak of a great city there have never seen it, but repeat a mere rumor, but he thinks that some 
have seen the mouth of the river since it answers to their description. Under date of 1607 Champlain writes: 
“Three or four leagues north of the Cap de Poitrincourt we found a cross, which was very old, covered with 
moss and almost all decayed, which was an evident sign that there had formerly been Christians there.” Also 
the following passage from Lescarbot will show how much the neighboring coasts were frequented by 
Europeans in the sixteenth century. Speaking of his return from Port Royal to France in 1607, he says: “At last, 
within four leagues of Campseau, we arrived at a harbor, where a worthy old gentleman from St. John de Lus, 
named Captain Savalet, was fishing, who received us with the utmost courtesy. And as this harbor, which is 
small, but very good, has no name, I have given it on my geographical chart the name of Savalet. This worthy 
man told us that this voyage was the forty-second which he had made to those parts, and yet the 
Newfoundlanders make only one a year. He was wonderfully content with his fishery, and informed us that he 
made daily fifty crowns’ worth of cod, and that his voyage would be worth ten thousand francs. He had sixteen 
men in his employ; and his vessel was of eighty tons, which could carry a hundred thousand dry cod.” (Histoire 
de la Nouvelle France, 1612.) They dried their fish on the rocks on shore. The “Isola della Rena” (Sable 
Island?) appears on the chart of “Nuova Francia” and Norumbega, accompanying the “Discourse” above 
referred to in Ramusio’s third volume, edition 1556-65. Champlain speaks of there being at the Isle of Sable, 
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in 1604, “grass pastured by oxen (boeufs) and cows which the Portuguese carried there more than sixty years 
ago,” i. e. sixty years before 1613; in a later edition he says, which came out of a Spanish vessel which was 
lost in endeavoring to settle on the isle of Cape Breton; and he states that De la Roche’s men, who were left 
on this island seven years from 1598, lived on the flesh of these cattle which they found “en quantitae,” and 
built houses out of the wrecks of vessels which came to the island (perhaps Gilbert’s), there being no wood or 
stone. Lescarbot says that they lived “on fish and the milk of cows left there about eighty years before by Baron 
de Leri and Saint Just.” Charlevoix says they ate up the cattle and then lived on fish. Haliburton speaks of cattle 
left there as a rumor. De Leri and Saint Just had suggested plans of colonization on the Isle of Sable as early 
as 1518 (1508?) according to Bancroft, referring to Charlevoix. These are but a few of the instances which I 
might quote. 

WINTHROP, DARBY FIELD, CHAMPLAIN, CARTIER, ROBERVAL, GOSNOLD, VERRAZZANI, GOMEZ, 
BANCROFT, SIR FERDINAND GORGES, THOMAS MORTON, HACKLUYT Even as late as 1633 we 
find Winthrop, the first Governor of the Massachusetts Colony, who was not the most likely to be misinformed, 
who, moreover, has the fame, at least, of having discovered Wachusett Mountain (discerned it forty miles 
inland), talking about the “Great Lake” and the “hideous swamps about it,” near which the Connecticut and 
the “Patomack” took their rise; and among the memorable events of the year 1642 he chronicles Darby Field, 
an Irishman’s expedition to the “White hill,” from whose top he saw eastward what he “judged to be the Gulf 
of Canada,” and westward what he “judged to be the great lake which Canada River comes out of,” and where 
he found much “Muscovy glass,” and “could rive out pieces of forty feet long and seven or eight broad.” While 
the very inhabitants of New England were thus fabling about the country a hundred miles inland, which was 
a terra incognita to them,—or rather many years before the earliest date referred to,—Champlain, the first 
Governor of Canada, not to mention the inland discoveries of Cartier, Roberval, and others, of the preceding. 
It is remarkable that the first, if not the only, part of New England which Cartier saw was Vermont (he also 
saw the mountains of New York), from Montreal Mountain, in 1535, sixty-seven years before Gosnold saw 
Cape Cod. If seeing is discovering,—and that is all that it is proved that Cabot knew of the coast of the United 
States,—then Cartier (to omit Verrazzani and Gomez) was the discoverer of New England rather than Gosnold, 
who is commonly so styled. .d century, and his own earlier voyage, had already gone to war against the 
Iroquois in their forest forts, and penetrated to the Great Lakes and wintered there, before a Pilgrim had heard 
of New England. In Champlain’s “Voyages,” printed in 1613, there is a plate representing a fight in which he 
aided the Canada Indians against the Iroquois, near the south end of Lake Champlain, in July, 1609, eleven 
years before the settlement of Plymouth. Bancroft says he joined the Algonquins in an expedition against the 
Iroquois, or Five Nations, in the northwest of New York. This is that “Great Lake,” which the English, hearing 
some rumor of from the French, long after, locate in an “Imaginary Province called Laconia, and spent several 
years about 1630 in the vain attempt to discover.” (Sir Ferdinand Gorges, in Maine Hist. Coll., Vol. II. p. 68.) 
Thomas Morton has a chapter on this “Great Lake.” In the edition of Champlain’s map dated 1632, the Falls 
of Niagara appear; and in a great lake northwest of Mer Douce (Lake Huron) there is an island represented, 
over which is written, “Isle ouil y a une mine de cuivre,”—”Island where there is a mine of copper.” This will 
do for an offset to our Governor’s “Muscovy Glass.” Of all these adventures and discoveries we have a minute 
and faithful account, giving facts and dates as well as charts and soundings, all scientific and Frenchman-like, 
with scarcely one fable or traveller’s story. Probably Cape Cod was visited by Europeans long before the 
seventeenth century. It may be that Cabot himself beheld it. Verrazzani, in 1524, according to his own account, 
spent fifteen days on our coast, in latitude 41;dg 40;pr, (some suppose in the harbor of Newport,) and often 
went five or six leagues into the interior there, and he says that he sailed thence at once one hundred and fifty 
leagues northeasterly, always in sight of the coast. There is a chart in Hackluyt’s “Divers Voyages,” made 
according to Verrazzani’s plot, which last is praised for its accuracy by Hackluyt, but I cannot distinguish Cape 
Cod on it, unless it is the “C. Arenas,” which is in the right latitude, though ten degrees west of “Claudia,” 
which is thought to be Block Island. 
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CAPE COD: Cape Cod is commonly said to have been discovered in 
1602. We will consider at length under what circumstances, and 
with what observation and expectations, the first Englishmen whom 
history clearly discerns approached the coast of New England. 
According to the accounts of Archer and Brereton (both of whom 
accompanied Gosnold), on the 26th of March, 1602, old style, 
Captain Bartholomew Gosnold set sail from Falmouth, England, for 
the North Part of Virginia, in a small bark called the Concord, 
they being in all, says one account, “thirty-two persons, whereof 
eight mariners and sailors, twelve purposing upon the discovery 
to return with the ship for England, the rest remain there for 
population.” This is regarded as “the first attempt of the English 
to make a settlement within the limits of New England.” Pursuing 
a new and a shorter course than the usual one by the Canaries, 
“the 14th of April following” they “had sight of Saint Mary’s, an 
island of the Azores.” As their sailors were few and “none of the 
best,” (I use their own phrases,) and they were “going upon an 
unknown coast,” they were not “over-bold to stand in with the 
shore but in open weather”; so they made their first discovery of 
land with the lead. The 23d of April the ocean appeared yellow, 
but on taking up some of the water in a bucket, “it altered not 
either in color or taste from the sea azure.” The 7th of May they 
saw divers birds whose names they knew, and many others in their 
“English tongue of no name.” The 8th of May “the water changed to 
a yellowish green, where at seventy fathoms” they “had ground.” 
The 9th, they had upon their lead “many glittering stones,” — 
“which might promise some mineral matter in the bottom.” The 10th, 
they were over a bank which they thought to be near the western 
end of St. John’s Island, and saw schools of fish. The 12th, they 
say, “continually passed fleeting by us sea-oare, which seemed to 
have their movable course towards the northeast.” On the 13th, 
they observed “great beds of weeds, much wood, and divers things 
else floating by,” and “had smelling of the shore much as from 
the southern Cape and Andalusia in Spain.” On Friday, the 14th, 
early in the morning they descried land on the north, in the 
latitude of forty-three degrees, apparently some part of the 
coast of Maine. Williamson (History of Maine) says it certainly 
could not have been south of the central Isle of Shoals. Belknap 
inclines to think it the south side of Cape Ann. Standing fair 
along by the shore, about twelve o’clock the same day, they came 
to anchor and were visited by eight savages, who came off to them 
“in a Biscay shallop, with sail and oars,” — “an iron grapple, 
and a kettle of copper.” These they at first mistook for 
“Christians distressed.” One of them was “apparelled with a 
waistcoat and breeches of black serge, made after our sea-
fashion, hoes and shoes on his feet; all the rest (saving one that 
had a pair of breeches of blue cloth) were naked.” They appeared 
to have had dealings with “some Basques of St. John de Luz, and 
to understand much more than we,” say the English, “for want of 
language, could comprehend.” But they soon “set sail westward, 
leaving them and their coast.” (This was a remarkable discovery 
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CAPE COD: It is remarkable that there is not in English any 
adequate or correct account of the French exploration of what is 
now the coast of New England, between 1604 and 1608, though it is 
conceded that they then made the first permanent European 
settlement on the continent of North America north of St. 
Augustine. If the lions had been the painters it would have been 
otherwise. This omission is probably to be accounted for partly 
by the fact that the early edition of Champlain’s “Voyages” had 
not been consulted for this purpose. This contains by far the most 
particular, and, I think, the most interesting chapter of what we 
may call the Ante-Pilgrim history of New England, extending to 
one hundred and sixty pages quarto; but appears to be unknown 
equally to the historian and the orator on Plymouth Rock. Bancroft 
does not mention Champlain at all among the authorities for De 
Monts’ expedition, nor does he say that he ever visited the coast 
of New England. Though he bore the title of pilot to De Monts, he 
was, in another sense, the leading spirit, as well as the 
historian of the expedition. Holmes, Hildreth, and Barry, and 
apparently all our historians who mention Champlain, refer to the 
edition of 1632, in which all the separate charts of our harbors, 
&c., and about one half the narrative, are omitted; for the author 
explored so many lands afterward that he could afford to forget 
a part of what he had done. Hildreth, speaking of De Monts’s 
expedition, says that “he looked into the Penobscot [in 1605], 
which Pring had discovered two years before,” saying nothing 
about Champlain’s extensive exploration of it for De Monts in 1604 
(Holmes says 1608, and refers to Purchas); also that he followed 
in the track of Pring along the coast “to Cape Cod, which he 
called Malabarre.” (Haliburton had made the same statement before 
him in 1829. He called it Cap Blanc, and Malle Barre (the Bad Bar) 
was the name given to a harbor on the east side of the Cape.) 
Pring says nothing about a river there. Belknap says that Weymouth 
discovered it in 1605. Sir F. Gorges says, in his narration (Maine 
Hist. Coll., Vol. II. p. 19), 1658, that Pring in 1606 “made a 
perfect discovery of all the rivers and harbors.” This is the most 
I can find. Bancroft makes Champlain to have discovered more 
western rivers in Maine, not naming the Penobscot; he, however, 
must have been the discoverer of distances on this river (see 
Belknap, p. 147). Pring was absent from England only about six 
months, and sailed by this part of Cape Cod (Malebarre) because 
it yielded no sassafras, while the French, who probably had not 
heard of Pring, were patiently for years exploring the coast in 
search of a place of settlement, sounding and surveying its 
harbors.  
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PRINCE WILLIAMSON DE MONTS BANCROFT LONGFELLOW GOSNOLD It is not generally remembered, 
if known, by the descendants of the Pilgrims, that when their forefathers were spending their first memorable 
winter in the New World, they had for neighbors a colony of French no further off than Port Royal (Annapolis, 
Nova Scotia), three hundred miles distant (Prince seems to make it about five hundred miles); where, in spite 
of many vicissitudes, they had been for fifteen years. They built a grist-mill there as early as 1606; also made 
bricks and turpentine on a stream, Williamson says, in 1606. De Monts, who was a Protestant, brought his 
minister with him, who came to blows with the Catholic priest on the subject of religion. Though these 
founders of Acadie endured no less than the Pilgrims, and about the same proportion of them—thirty-five out 
of seventy-nine (Williamson’s Maine says thirty-six out of seventy)—died the first winter at St. Croix, 1604-
5, sixteen years earlier, no orator, to my knowledge, has ever celebrated their enterprise (Williamson’s History 
of Maine does considerably), while the trials which their successors and descendants endured at the hands of 
the English have furnished a theme for both the historian and poet. (See Bancroft’s History and Longfellow’s 
Evangeline.) The remains of their fort at St. Croix were discovered at the end of the last century, and helped 
decide where the true St. Croix, our boundary, was. The very gravestones of those Frenchmen are probably 
older than the oldest English monument in New England north of the Elizabeth Islands, or perhaps anywhere 
in New England, for if there are any traces of Gosnold’s storehouse left, his strong works are gone. Bancroft 
says, advisedly, in 1834, “It requires a believing eye to discern the ruins of the fort”; and that there were no 
ruins of a fort in 1837. 

Mr. Bell
MR. BELL a Mr. Bell was importing the nucleus of a nursery to be established near Boston. His turnip-seed came 

from the same source.

MR. BELL In ancient times some Mr. Bell was sailing this way in his ark with seeds of rocket, saltwort, sandwort, 
beach-grass, samphire, bayberry, poverty-grass, all nicely labelled with directions, intending to establish a 
nursery somewhere; and did not a nursery get established, though he thought that he had failed. 

Billingsgate
BILLINGSGATE A party from Wellfleet having lighted their fire for this purpose, one dark night, on Billingsgate 

Island, twenty horses which were pastured there, and this colt among them, became frightened by it, and 
endeavoring in the dark to cross the passage which separated them from the neighboring beach, and which was 
then fordable at low tide, were all swept out to sea and drowned.

Burke
SMITH, BURKE There was no long interval between the suggestion of Smith and the eulogy of Burke.

Richard Bourne
RICHARD BOURNE, GOOKIN These were the Indians concerning whom their first teacher, Richard Bourne, 

wrote to Gookin in 1674, that he had been to see one who was sick, “and there came from him very savory and 
heavenly expressions,” but, with regard to the mass of them, he says, “the truth is, that many of them are very 
loose in their course, to my heart-breaking sorrow.” 

Bellamy
BELLAMY In the year 1717, a noted pirate named Bellamy was led on to the bar off Wellfleet by the captain of a 

snow which he had taken, to whom he had offered his vessel again if he would pilot him into Provincetown 
Harbor. Tradition says that the latter threw over a burning tar-barrel in the night, which drifted ashore, and the 
pirates followed it. A storm coming on, their whole fleet was wrecked, and more than a hundred dead bodies 
lay along the shore. Six who escaped shipwreck were executed. 
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Burnet
BURNET “But,” continues the same writer, “with the advantage of proclaiming the doctrine of terror, which is 

naturally productive of a sublime and impressive style of eloquence, (‘Triumphat ventoso gloriae curru orator, 
qui pectus angit, irritat, et implet terroribus.’ Vid. Burnet, De Stat. Mort., p. 309,) he could not attain the 
character of a popular preacher. 

Bohn
HARDOUIN, CUVIER, BOHN, PLINY “Hardouin remarks, that the Basques of his day were in the habit of 

fencing their gardens with the ribs of the whale, which sometimes exceeded twenty feet in length; and Cuvier 
says, that at the present time the jaw-bone of the whale is used in Norway for the purpose of making beams or 
posts for buildings.” (Bohn’s ed. trans. of Pliny, Vol. II. p. 361.)

http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/thumbnails/T/HDT.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/explanation.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/ActiveIndex.pdf


28 Copyright  Austin Meredith

TRAVELED MUCH IN CONCORD MA

HDT WHAT? INDEX

John Brereton
GABRIEL ARCHER, JOHN BRERETON, CAPTAIN BARTHOLOMEW GOSNOLD, WILLIAMSON, 
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CAPE COD: Cape Cod is commonly said to have been discovered in 
1602. We will consider at length under what circumstances, and 
with what observation and expectations, the first Englishmen whom 
history clearly discerns approached the coast of New England. 
According to the accounts of Archer and Brereton (both of whom 
accompanied Gosnold), on the 26th of March, 1602, old style, 
Captain Bartholomew Gosnold set sail from Falmouth, England, for 
the North Part of Virginia, in a small bark called the Concord, 
they being in all, says one account, “thirty-two persons, whereof 
eight mariners and sailors, twelve purposing upon the discovery 
to return with the ship for England, the rest remain there for 
population.” This is regarded as “the first attempt of the English 
to make a settlement within the limits of New England.” Pursuing 
a new and a shorter course than the usual one by the Canaries, 
“the 14th of April following” they “had sight of Saint Mary’s, an 
island of the Azores.” As their sailors were few and “none of the 
best,” (I use their own phrases,) and they were “going upon an 
unknown coast,” they were not “over-bold to stand in with the 
shore but in open weather”; so they made their first discovery of 
land with the lead. The 23d of April the ocean appeared yellow, 
but on taking up some of the water in a bucket, “it altered not 
either in color or taste from the sea azure.” The 7th of May they 
saw divers birds whose names they knew, and many others in their 
“English tongue of no name.” The 8th of May “the water changed to 
a yellowish green, where at seventy fathoms” they “had ground.” 
The 9th, they had upon their lead “many glittering stones,” — 
“which might promise some mineral matter in the bottom.” The 10th, 
they were over a bank which they thought to be near the western 
end of St. John’s Island, and saw schools of fish. The 12th, they 
say, “continually passed fleeting by us sea-oare, which seemed to 
have their movable course towards the northeast.” On the 13th, 
they observed “great beds of weeds, much wood, and divers things 
else floating by,” and “had smelling of the shore much as from 
the southern Cape and Andalusia in Spain.” On Friday, the 14th, 
early in the morning they descried land on the north, in the 
latitude of forty-three degrees, apparently some part of the 
coast of Maine. Williamson (History of Maine) says it certainly 
could not have been south of the central Isle of Shoals. Belknap 
inclines to think it the south side of Cape Ann. Standing fair 
along by the shore, about twelve o’clock the same day, they came 
to anchor and were visited by eight savages, who came off to them 
“in a Biscay shallop, with sail and oars,” — “an iron grapple, 
and a kettle of copper.” These they at first mistook for 
“Christians distressed.” One of them was “apparelled with a 
waistcoat and breeches of black serge, made after our sea-
fashion, hoes and shoes on his feet; all the rest (saving one that 
had a pair of breeches of blue cloth) were naked.” They appeared 
to have had dealings with “some Basques of St. John de Luz, and 
to understand much more than we,” say the English, “for want of 
language, could comprehend.” But they soon “set sail westward, 
leaving them and their coast.” (This was a remarkable discovery 
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The Crew of the Brutus
CREW OF THE BRUTUS the Brutus was cast away. If it had remained, it is probable that the whole of the 

unfortunate crew of that ship would have been saved, as they gained the shore a few rods only from the spot 
where the hut had stood.
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C

Christ
AELIAN, PLINY, NEARCHUS, ALEXANDER, CHRIST, BARBOSA, NIEBUHR It has been a constant 

traveller’s tale and perhaps slander, now for thousands of years, the Latins and Greeks have repeated it, that 
this or that nation feeds its cattle, or horses, or sheep, on fish, as may be seen in Ælian and Pliny, but in the 
Journal of Nearchus, who was Alexander’s admiral, and made a voyage from the Indus to the Euphrates three 
hundred and twenty six years before Christ, it is said that the inhabitants of a portion of the intermediate coast, 
whom he called Icthyophagi or Fish-eaters, not only ate fishes raw and also dried and pounded in a whale’s 
vertebra for a mortar and made into a paste, but gave them to their cattle, there being no grass on the coast; and 
several modern travellers,—Barbosa, Niebuhr, and others make the same report.

Cuvier
HARDOUIN, CUVIER, BOHN, PLINY “Hardouin remarks, that the Basques of his day were in the habit of 

fencing their gardens with the ribs of the whale, which sometimes exceeded twenty feet in length; and Cuvier 
says, that at the present time the jaw-bone of the whale is used in Norway for the purpose of making beams or 
posts for buildings.” (Bohn’s ed. trans. of Pliny, Vol. II. p. 361.)

Dr. Cajus
GESNER, DR. CAJUS He tells us also that Gesner learned from Dr. Cajus that there were enough there to supply 

thousands of men. He goes on to say that “they without doubt grew there many years before, but were not 
observed till hunger made them take notice of them, and quickened their invention, which commonly in our 
people is very dull, especially in finding out food of this nature. 

Channing
ELLERY CHANNING with a single companion ... We left Concord, Massachusetts, on Tuesday, October 9th, 

1849.

Cleopatra
CLEOPATRA But I did not notice sea-pearl. Like Cleopatra, I must have swallowed it.

King Charles I
KING CHARLES I To the inexperienced eye, which appreciated their proportions only, they might appear vast as 

the tree which saved his royal majesty, but measured, they were dwarfed at once almost into lichens which a 
deer might eat up in a morning.

Charybdis
SCYLLA, CHARYBDIS The ancients would have represented it as a sea-monster with open jaws, more terrible 

than Scylla and Charybdis.
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Christopher Columbus (1451-1506)


CAPE COD: Humboldt, speaking of Columbus approaching the New 
World, says: “The grateful coolness of the evening air, the 
ethereal purity of the starry firmament, the balmy fragrance of 
flowers, wafted to him by the land breeze, all led him to suppose 
(as we are told by Herrera, in the Decades) that he was 
approaching the garden of Eden, the sacred abode of our first 
parents. The Orinoco seemed to him one of the four rivers which, 
according to the venerable tradition of the ancient world, flowed 
from Paradise, to water and divide the surface of the earth, newly 
adorned with plants.”  So even the expeditions for the discovery 
of El Dorado, and of the Fountain of Youth, led to real, if not 
compensatory discoveries.

ALEXANDER VON HUMBOLDT

CHRISTOPHER COLUMBUS

COLUMBUS coming to the New World, as Columbus and the Pilgrims did, they were within a mile of its shores; 
but, before they could reach it, they emigrated to a newer world than ever Columbus dreamed of, yet one of 
whose existence we believe that there is far more universal and convincing evidence—though it has not yet 
been discovered by science—than Columbus had of this; not merely mariners’ tales and some paltry drift-
wood and sea-weed, but a continual drift and instinct to all our shores. ... The verses addressed to Columbus, 
dying, may, with slight alterations, be applied to the passengers of the St. John. “Soon with them will all be 
over, Soon the voyage will be begun That shall bear them to discover, Far away, a land unknown. “Land that 
each, alone, must visit, But no tidings bring to men; For no sailor, once departed, Ever hath returned again. 
“No carved wood, no broken branches, Ever drift from that far wild; He who on that ocean launchess Meets 
no corse of angel child. “Undismayed, my noble sailors, Spread, then spread your canvas out; Spirits! on a sea 
of ether Soon shall ye serenely float! “Where the deep no plummet soundeth, Fear no hidden breakers there, 
And the fanning wing of angelss Shall your bark right onward bear. “Quit, now, full of heart and comfort, 
These rude shores, they are of earth; Where the rosy clouds are parting, There the blessed isles loom forth.”

COLUMBUS, HERCULES A little south of east was Palos, where Columbus weighed anchor, and farther yet the 
pillars which Hercules set up; concerning which when we inquired at the top of our voices what was written 
on them,—for we had the morning sun in our faces, and could not see distinctly,—the inhabitants shouted Ne 
plus ultra (no more beyond), but the wind bore to us the truth only, plusultra (more beyond), and over the Bay 
westward was echoed ultra (beyond).

Chryses
CHRYSES We were wholly absorbed by this spectacle and tumult, and like Chryses, though in a different mood 

from him, we walked silent along the shore of the resounding sea

Captain Cook
CAPTAIN KING, CAPTAIN COOK As for other domestic animals, Captain King in his continuation of Captain 

Cook’s Journal in 1779, says of the dogs of Kamtschatka, “Their food in the winter consists entirely of the 
head, entrails, and backbones of salmon, which are put aside and dried for that purpose; and with this diet they 
are fed but sparingly.”
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CAPTAIN COOK The datura stramonium, or thorn-apple, was in full bloom along the beach; and, at sight of this 
cosmopolite, this Captain Cook among plants, carried in ballast all over the world, I felt as if I were on the 
highway of nations.

Mr. Cock
PERE KALM, MR. COCK Kalm repeats a story which was told him in Philadelphia by a Mr. Cock, who was one 

day sailing to the West Indies in a small yacht, with an old man on board who was well acquainted with those 
seas. “The old man sounding the depth, called to the mate to tell Mr. Cock to launch the boats immediately, 
and to put a sufficient number of men into them, in order to tow the yacht during the calm, that they might 
reach the island before them as soon as possible, as within twenty-four hours there would be a strong hurricane. 
Mr. Cock asked him what reasons he had to think so; the old man replied, that on sounding, he saw the lead in 
the water at a distance of many fathoms more than he had seen it before; that therefore the water was become 
clear all of a sudden, which he looked upon as a certain sign of an impending hurricane in the sea.”

Prince Charles


CAPE COD: The Harbor of Provincetown —which, as well as the greater 
part of the Bay, and a wide expanse of ocean, we overlooked from 
our perch— is deservedly famous. It opens to the south, is free 
from rocks, and is never frozen over. It is said that the only 
ice seen in it drifts in sometimes from Barnstable or Plymouth. 
Dwight remarks that “The storms which prevail on the American 
coast generally come from the east; and there is no other harbor 
on a windward shore within two hundred miles.” J.D. Graham, who 
has made a very minute and thorough survey of this harbor and the 
adjacent waters, states that “its capacity, depth of water, 
excellent anchorage, and the complete shelter it affords from all 
winds, combine to render it one of the most valuable ship harbors 
on our coast.” It is the harbor of the Cape and of the fishermen 
of Massachusetts generally. It was known to navigators several 
years at least before the settlement of Plymouth. In Captain John 
Smith’s map of New England, dated 1614, it bears the name of 
Milford Haven, and Massachusetts Bay that of Stuard’s Bay. 
His Highness, Prince Charles, changed the name of Cape Cod to Cape 
James; but even princes have not always power to change a name 
for the worse, and as Cotton Mather said, Cape Cod is “a name 
which I suppose it will never lose till shoals of codfish be seen 
swimming on its highest hills.”

GRAHAM

JOHN SMITH

REVEREND COTTON MATHER

PRINCE CHARLES There were many of the modern American houses here, such as they turn out at 
Cambridgeport, standing on the sand; you could almost swear that they had been floated down Charles River, 
and drifted across the bay.

http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/thumbnails/T/HDT.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/explanation.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/ActiveIndex.pdf


“Stack of the Artist of Kouroo” Project 35

TRAVELED MUCH IN CONCORD MA

HDT WHAT? INDEX

Chromis
RABELAIS, PANURGE, SILENUS, CHROMIS, MNASILUS His style of conversation was coarse and plain 

enough to have suited Rabelais. He would have made a good Panurge. Or rather he was a sober Silenus, and 
we were the boys Chromis and Mnasilus, who listened to his story. “Not by Haemonian hills the Thracian bard, 
Nor awful Phoebus was on Pindus heard With deeper silence or with more regard.”

Master Carver

Sieur de Champlain
CLARK, FRANCIS BILLINGTON, MASTER CARVER, SIEUR DE CHAMPLAIN Though they landed on 

Clark’s Island in Plymouth harbor, the 9th of December (O. S.), and the 16th all hands came to Plymouth, and 
the 18th they rambled about the mainland, and the 19th decided to settle there, it was the 8th of January before 
Francis Billington went with one of the master’s mates to look at the magnificent pond or lake now called 
“Billington Sea,” about two miles distant, which he had discovered from the top of a tree, and mistook for a 
great sea. And the 7th of March “Master Carver with five others went to the great ponds which seem to be 
excellent fishing places,” both which points are within the compass of an ordinary afternoon’s ramble,—
however wild the country. It is true they were busy at first about their building, and were hindered in that by 
much foul weather; but a party of emigrants to California or Oregon, with no less work on their hands,—and 
more hostile Indians,—would do as much exploring the first afternoon, and the Sieur de Champlain would 
have sought an interview with the savages, and examined the country as far as the Connecticut, and made a 
map of it, before Billington had climbed his tree.

CAPTAIN JOHN SMITH, CHAMPLAIN, BRADFORD Very different is the general and off-hand account given 
by Captain John Smith, who was on this coast six years earlier, and speaks like an old traveller, voyager, and 
soldier, who had seen too much of the world to exaggerate, or even to dwell long, on a part of it. In his 
“Description of New England,” printed in 1616, after speaking of Accomack, since called Plymouth, he says: 
“Cape Cod is the next presents itself, which is only a headland of high hills of sand, overgrown with shrubby 
pines, hurts, and such trash, but an excellent harbor for all weathers. This Cape is made by the main sea on the 
one side, and a great bay on the other, in form of a sickle.” Champlain had already written, “Which we named 
Cap Blanc (Cape White), because they were sands and downs (sables et dunes) which appeared thus.” When 
the Pilgrims get to Plymouth their reporter says again, “The land for the crust of the earth is a spit’s depth,”—
that would seem to be their recipe for an earth’s crust,—”excellent black mould and fat in some places.” 
However, according to Bradford himself, whom some consider the author of part of “Mourt’s Relation,” they 
who came over in the Fortune the next year were somewhat daunted when “they came into the harbor of Cape 
Cod, and there saw nothing but a naked and barren place.” They soon found out their mistake with respect to 
the goodness of Plymouth soil. Yet when at length, some years later, when they were fully satisfied of the 
poorness of the place which they had chosen, “the greater part,” says Bradford, “consented to a removal to a 
place called Nausett,” they agreed to remove all together to Nauset, now Eastham, which was jumping out of 
the frying-pan into the fire; and some of the most respectable of the inhabitants of Plymouth did actually 
remove thither accordingly.
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Sieur de Champlain

Charlevoix

Cabot
CHAMPLAIN, SIEUR DE MONTS, LESCARBOT, CAPTAIN SAVALET, RAMUSIO, DE LA ROCHE, 

GILBERT, BARON DE LARI, SAINT JUST, CHARLEVOIX, HALIBURTON, BANCROFT In 1604, 
Champlain being sent by the Sieur de Monts to explore the coast of Norumbegue, sailed up the Penobscot 
twenty-two or twenty-three leagues from “Isle Haute,” or till he was stopped by the falls. He says: “I think that 
this river is that which many pilots and historians call Norembegue, and which the greater part have described 
as great and spacious, with numerous islands; and its entrance in the forty-third or forty-third and one half, or, 
according to others, the forty-fourth degree of latitude, more or less.” He is convinced that “the greater part” 
of those who speak of a great city there have never seen it, but repeat a mere rumor, but he thinks that some 
have seen the mouth of the river since it answers to their description. Under date of 1607 Champlain writes: 
“Three or four leagues north of the Cap de Poitrincourt we found a cross, which was very old, covered with 
moss and almost all decayed, which was an evident sign that there had formerly been Christians there.” Also 
the following passage from Lescarbot will show how much the neighboring coasts were frequented by 
Europeans in the sixteenth century. Speaking of his return from Port Royal to France in 1607, he says: “At last, 
within four leagues of Campseau, we arrived at a harbor, where a worthy old gentleman from St. John de Lus, 
named Captain Savalet, was fishing, who received us with the utmost courtesy. And as this harbor, which is 
small, but very good, has no name, I have given it on my geographical chart the name of Savalet. This worthy 
man told us that this voyage was the forty-second which he had made to those parts, and yet the 
Newfoundlanders make only one a year. He was wonderfully content with his fishery, and informed us that he 
made daily fifty crowns’ worth of cod, and that his voyage would be worth ten thousand francs. He had sixteen 
men in his employ; and his vessel was of eighty tons, which could carry a hundred thousand dry cod.” (Histoire 
de la Nouvelle France, 1612.) They dried their fish on the rocks on shore. The “Isola della Rena” (Sable 
Island?) appears on the chart of “Nuova Francia” and Norumbega, accompanying the “Discourse” above 
referred to in Ramusio’s third volume, edition 1556-65. Champlain speaks of there being at the Isle of Sable, 
in 1604, “grass pastured by oxen (boeufs) and cows which the Portuguese carried there more than sixty years 
ago,” i. e. sixty years before 1613; in a later edition he says, which came out of a Spanish vessel which was 
lost in endeavoring to settle on the isle of Cape Breton; and he states that De la Roche’s men, who were left 
on this island seven years from 1598, lived on the flesh of these cattle which they found “en quantitae,” and 
built houses out of the wrecks of vessels which came to the island (perhaps Gilbert’s), there being no wood or 
stone. Lescarbot says that they lived “on fish and the milk of cows left there about eighty years before by Baron 
de Leri and Saint Just.” Charlevoix says they ate up the cattle and then lived on fish. Haliburton speaks of cattle 
left there as a rumor. De Leri and Saint Just had suggested plans of colonization on the Isle of Sable as early 
as 1518 (1508?) according to Bancroft, referring to Charlevoix. These are but a few of the instances which I 
might quote. 

DR. CHARLES T. JAKCSON, JUDGE HALIBURTON, CHAMPLAIN, CHARLEVOIX, CABOT, BIDDLE, 
MILLER, VERRAZZANI, FRANCIS I, HENRY VII, DENYS OF HONFLEUR Dr. Charles T. Jackson tells 
me that, in the course of a geological survey in 1827, he discovered a gravestone, a slab of trap rock, on Goat 
Island, opposite Annapolis (Port Royal), in Nova Scotia, bearing a Masonic coat-of-arms and the date 1606, 
which is fourteen years earlier than the landing of the Pilgrims. This was left in the possession of Judge 
Haliburton, of Nova Scotia. There were Jesuit priests in what has since been called New England, converting 
the savages at Mount Desert, then St. Savior, in 1613,—having come over to Port Royal in 1611, though they 
were almost immediately interrupted by the English, years before the Pilgrims came hither to enjoy their own 
religion. This according to Champlain. Charlevoix says the same; and after coming from France in 1611, went 
west from Port Royal along the coast as far as the Kennebec in 1612, and were then carried from Port Royal 
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to Mount Desert. Indeed, the Englishman’s history of New England commences, only when it ceases to be, 
New France. Though Cabot was the first to discover the continent of North America, Champlain, in the edition 
of his “Voyages” printed in 1632, after the English had for a season got possession of Quebec and Port Royal, 
complains with no little justice: “The common consent of all Europe is to represent New France as extending 
at least to the thirty-fifth and thirty-sixth degrees of latitude, as appears by the maps of the world printed in 
Spain, Italy, Holland, Flanders, Germany, and England, until they possessed themselves of the coasts of New 
France, where are Acadie, the Etchemins (Maine and New Brunswick), the Almouchicois (Massachusetts?), 
and the Great River St. Lawrence, where they have imposed, according to their fancy, such names as New 
England, Scotland, and others; but it is not easy to efface the memory of a thing which is known to all 
Christendom.” That Cabot merely landed on the uninhabitable shore of Labrador, gave the English no just title 
to New England, or to the United States generally, any more than to Patagonia. His careful biographer (Biddle) 
is not certain in what voyage he ran down the coast of the United States, as is reported, and no one tells us what 
he saw. Miller, in the New York Hist. Coll., Vol. I. p. 23, says he does not appear to have landed anywhere. 
Contrast with this Verrazzani’s tarrying fifteen days at one place on the New England coast, and making 
frequent excursions into the interior thence. It chances that the latter’s letter to Francis I., in 1524, contains 
“the earliest original account extant of the Atlantic coast of the United States”; and even from that time the 
northern part of it began to be called La Terra Francese, or French Land. A part of it was called New Holland 
before it was called New England. The English were very backward to explore and settle the continent which 
they had stumbled upon. The French preceded them both in their attempts to colonize the continent of North 
America (Carolina and Florida, 1562-4), and in their first permanent settlement (Port Royal, 1605); and the 
right of possession, naturally enough, was the one which England mainly respected and recognized in the case 
of Spain, of Portugal, and also of France, from the time of Henry VII. The explorations of the French gave to 
the world the first valuable maps of these coasts. Denys of Honfleur made a map of the Gulf of St. Lawrence 
in 1506. 

WINTHROP, DARBY FIELD, CHAMPLAIN, CARTIER, ROBERVAL, GOSNOLD, VERRAZZANI, GOMEZ, 
BANCROFT, SIR FERDINAND GORGES, THOMAS MORTON, HACKLUYT Even as late as 1633 we 
find Winthrop, the first Governor of the Massachusetts Colony, who was not the most likely to be misinformed, 
who, moreover, has the fame, at least, of having discovered Wachusett Mountain (discerned it forty miles 
inland), talking about the “Great Lake” and the “hideous swamps about it,” near which the Connecticut and 
the “Patomack” took their rise; and among the memorable events of the year 1642 he chronicles Darby Field, 
an Irishman’s expedition to the “White hill,” from whose top he saw eastward what he “judged to be the Gulf 
of Canada,” and westward what he “judged to be the great lake which Canada River comes out of,” and where 
he found much “Muscovy glass,” and “could rive out pieces of forty feet long and seven or eight broad.” While 
the very inhabitants of New England were thus fabling about the country a hundred miles inland, which was 
a terra incognita to them,—or rather many years before the earliest date referred to,—Champlain, the first 
Governor of Canada, not to mention the inland discoveries of Cartier, Roberval, and others, of the preceding. 
It is remarkable that the first, if not the only, part of New England which Cartier saw was Vermont (he also 
saw the mountains of New York), from Montreal Mountain, in 1535, sixty-seven years before Gosnold saw 
Cape Cod. If seeing is discovering,—and that is all that it is proved that Cabot knew of the coast of the United 
States,—then Cartier (to omit Verrazzani and Gomez) was the discoverer of New England rather than Gosnold, 
who is commonly so styled. .d century, and his own earlier voyage, had already gone to war against the 
Iroquois in their forest forts, and penetrated to the Great Lakes and wintered there, before a Pilgrim had heard 
of New England. In Champlain’s “Voyages,” printed in 1613, there is a plate representing a fight in which he 
aided the Canada Indians against the Iroquois, near the south end of Lake Champlain, in July, 1609, eleven 
years before the settlement of Plymouth. Bancroft says he joined the Algonquins in an expedition against the 
Iroquois, or Five Nations, in the northwest of New York. This is that “Great Lake,” which the English, hearing 
some rumor of from the French, long after, locate in an “Imaginary Province called Laconia, and spent several 
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years about 1630 in the vain attempt to discover.” (Sir Ferdinand Gorges, in Maine Hist. Coll., Vol. II. p. 68.) 
Thomas Morton has a chapter on this “Great Lake.” In the edition of Champlain’s map dated 1632, the Falls 
of Niagara appear; and in a great lake northwest of Mer Douce (Lake Huron) there is an island represented, 
over which is written, “Isle ouil y a une mine de cuivre,”—”Island where there is a mine of copper.” This will 
do for an offset to our Governor’s “Muscovy Glass.” Of all these adventures and discoveries we have a minute 
and faithful account, giving facts and dates as well as charts and soundings, all scientific and Frenchman-like, 
with scarcely one fable or traveller’s story. Probably Cape Cod was visited by Europeans long before the 
seventeenth century. It may be that Cabot himself beheld it. Verrazzani, in 1524, according to his own account, 
spent fifteen days on our coast, in latitude 41;dg 40;pr, (some suppose in the harbor of Newport,) and often 
went five or six leagues into the interior there, and he says that he sailed thence at once one hundred and fifty 
leagues northeasterly, always in sight of the coast. There is a chart in Hackluyt’s “Divers Voyages,” made 
according to Verrazzani’s plot, which last is praised for its accuracy by Hackluyt, but I cannot distinguish Cape 
Cod on it, unless it is the “C. Arenas,” which is in the right latitude, though ten degrees west of “Claudia,” 
which is thought to be Block Island. 

CHAMPLAIN This omission is probably to be accounted for partly by the fact that the early edition of Champlain’s 
“Voyages” had not been consulted for this purpose.

CHAMPLAIN, DE MONTS, POITRINCOURT, OGILBY In Champlain’s admirable Map of New France, 
including the oldest recognizable map of what is now the New England coast with which I am acquainted, 
Cape Cod is called C.Blan (i. e. Cape White), from the color of its sands, and Massachusetts Bay is Baye 
Blanche. It was visited by De Monts and Champlain in 1605, and the next year was further explored by 
Poitrincourt and Champlain. The latter has given a particular account of these explorations in his “Voyages,” 
together with separate charts and soundings of two of its harbors,—Malle Barre, the Bad Bar (Nauset 
Harbor?), a name now applied to what the French called Cap Baturier,—and Port Fortune, apparently Chatham 
Harbor. Both these names are copied on the map of “Novi Belgii,” in Ogilby’s America. 

SAMUEL DE CHAMPLAIN In Champlain’s “Voyages,” there is a plate representing the Indian cornfields 
hereabouts, with their wigwams in the midst, as they appeared in 1605, and it was here that the Pilgrims, to 
quote their own words, “bought eight or ten hogsheads of corn and beans,” of the Nauset Indians, in 1622, to 
keep themselves from starving.

POITRINCOURT Champlain in the edition of his “Voyages” printed in 1613, says that in the year 1606 he and 
Poitrincourt explored a harbor (Barnstable Harbor?) in the southerly part of what is now called Massachusetts 
Bay, in latitude 42;dg, about five leagues south, one point west of Cap Blanc (Cape Cod), and there they found 
many good oysters, and they named it “lePort aux Huistres” (Oyster Harbor).

CHAMPLAIN, POITRINCOURT Champlain and Poitrincourt could not land here in 1606, on account of the swell 
(la houlle), yet the savages came off to them in a canoe.

CHAMPLAIN BANCROFT LESCARBOT DE MONTS HOLMES HILDRETH BARRY PRING PURCHAS 
HALIBURTION BELKNAP WEYMOUTH SIR F. GORGES JOHN SMITH DES BARRES POINT-
GRAVAE POITRINCOURT Bancroft does not mention Champlain at all among the authorities for De Monts’ 
expedition, nor does he say that he ever visited the coast of New England. Though he bore the title of pilot to 
De Monts, he was, in another sense, the leading spirit, as well as the historian of the expedition. Holmes, 
Hildreth, and Barry, and apparently all our historians who mention Champlain, refer to the edition of 1632, in 
which all the separate charts of our harbors, and about one half the narrative, are omitted; for the author 
explored so many lands afterward that he could afford to forget a part of what he had done. Hildreth, speaking 
of De Monts’s expedition, says that “he looked into the Penobscot, which Pring had discovered two years 
before,” saying nothing about Champlain’s extensive exploration of it for De Monts in 1604 (Holmes says 
1608, and refers to Purchas); also that he followed in the track of Pring along the coast “to Cape Cod, which 
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he called Malabarre.” (Haliburton had made the same statement before him in 1829. He called it Cap Blanc, 
and Malle Barre (the Bad Bar) was the name given to a harbor on the east side of the Cape.) Pring says nothing 
about a river there. Belknap says that Weymouth discovered it in 1605. Sir F. Gorges says, in his narration 
(Maine Hist. Coll., Vol. II. p. 19), 1658, that Pring in 1606 “made a perfect discovery of all the rivers and 
harbors.” This is the most I can find. Bancroft makes Champlain to have discovered more western rivers in 
Maine, not naming the Penobscot; he, however, must have been the discoverer of distances on this river (see 
Belknap, p. 147). Pring was absent from England only about six months, and sailed by this part of Cape Cod 
(Malebarre) because it yielded no sassafras, while the French, who probably had not heard of Pring, were 
patiently for years exploring the coast in search of a place of settlement, sounding and surveying its harbors. 
John Smith’s map, published in 1616, from observations in 1614-15, is by many regarded as the oldest map of 
New England. It is the first that was made after this country was called New England, for he so called it; but 
in Champlain’s “Voyages,” edition 1613, (and Lescarbot, in 1612, quotes a still earlier account of his voyage,) 
there is a map of it made when it was known to Christendom as New France, called Carte Gaeographique de 
laNouvelle Franse faictte par le Sieur de Champlain Saint TongoisCappitaine ordinaire pour le roi en la 
Marine,—faict l’en 1612, from his observations between 1604 and 1607; a map extending from Labrador to 
Cape Cod and westward to the Great Lakes, and crowded with information, geographical, ethnographical, 
zoological, and botanical. He even gives the variation of the compass as observed by himself at that date on 
many parts of the coast. This, taken together with the many separate charts of harbors and their soundings on 
a large scale, which this volume contains,—among the rest, Qui ni be quy (Kennebec), Chouacoit R. (Saco R.), 
Le Beauport, Port St. Louis (near Cape Ann), and others on our coast,—but which are not in the edition of 
1632, makes this a completer map of the New England and adjacent northern coast than was made for half a 
century afterward, almost, we might be allowed to say, till another Frenchman, Des Barres, made another for 
us, which only our late Coast Survey has superseded. Most of the maps of this coast made for a long time after 
betray their indebtedness to Champlain. He was a skilful navigator, a man of science, and geographer to the 
King of France. He crossed the Atlantic about twenty times, and made nothing of it; often in a small vessel in 
which few would dare to go to sea to-day; and on one occasion making the voyage from Tadoussac to St. Malo 
in eighteen days. He was in this neighborhood, that is, between Annapolis, Nova Scotia, and Cape Cod, 
observing the land and its inhabitants, and making a map of the coast, from May, 1604, to September, 1607, 
or about three and ahalf years, and he has described minutely his method of surveying harbors. By his own 
account, a part of his map was engraved in 1604 (?). When Pont-Gravae and others returned to France in 1606, 
he remained at Port Royal with Poitrincourt, “in order,” says he, “by the aid of God, to finish the chart of the 
coasts which I had begun”; and again in his volume, printed before John Smith visited this part of America, he 
says: “It seems to me that I have done my duty as far as I could, if I have not forgotten to put in my said chart 
whatever I saw, and give a particular knowledge to the public of what had never been described nor discovered 
so particularly as I have done it, although some other may have heretofore written of it; but it was a very small 
affair in comparison with what we have discovered within the last ten years.”

CARTIER, VERRAZZANI, HACKLUYT, CABOT No sooner had Cartier explored the St. Lawrence in 1535, than 
there began to be published by his countrymen remarkably accurate charts of that river as far up as Montreal. 
It is almost all of the continent north of Florida that you recognize on charts for more than a generation 
afterward,— though Verrazzani’s rude plot (made under French auspices) was regarded by Hackluyt, more 
than fifty years after his voyage (in 1524), as the most accurate representation of our coast. The French trail is 
distinct. They went measuring and sounding, and when they got home had something to show for their voyages 
and explorations. There was no danger of their charts being lost, as Cabot’s have been.”
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CABOT, SAMUEL PENHALLOW, KING HENRY VII, SIR WILLIAM ALEXANDER, SIR DAVID KIRK 
Cabot spoke like an Englishman, as he was, if he said, as one reports, in reference to the discovery of the 
American Continent, when he found it running toward the north, that it was a great disappointment to him, 
being in his way to India; but we would rather add to than detract from the fame of so great a discoverer. 
Samuel Penhallow, in his History (Boston, 1726), p. 51, speaking of “Port Royal and Nova Scotia,” says of the 
last, that its “first seizure was by Sir Sebastian Cobbet for the crown of Great Britain, in the reign of King 
Henry VII.; but lay dormant till the year 1621,” when Sir William Alexander got a patent of it, and possessed 
it some years; and afterward Sir David Kirk was proprietor of it, but erelong, “to the surprise of all thinking 
men, it was given up unto the French.” 

Clark
CLARK I wished to get over from the last place to Clark’s Island, but no boat could stir, they said, at that stage of 

the tide, they being left high on the mud. ... They landed me at Clark’s Island, where the Pilgrims landed, for 
my companions wished to get some milk for the voyage.

CLARK, FRANCIS BILLINGTON, MASTER CARVER, SIEUR DE CHAMPLAIN Though they landed on 
Clark’s Island in Plymouth harbor, the 9th of December (O. S.), and the 16th all hands came to Plymouth, and 
the 18th they rambled about the mainland, and the 19th decided to settle there, it was the 8th of January before 
Francis Billington went with one of the master’s mates to look at the magnificent pond or lake now called 
“Billington Sea,” about two miles distant, which he had discovered from the top of a tree, and mistook for a 
great sea. And the 7th of March “Master Carver with five others went to the great ponds which seem to be 
excellent fishing places,” both which points are within the compass of an ordinary afternoon’s ramble,—
however wild the country. It is true they were busy at first about their building, and were hindered in that by 
much foul weather; but a party of emigrants to California or Oregon, with no less work on their hands,—and 
more hostile Indians,—would do as much exploring the first afternoon, and the Sieur de Champlain would 
have sought an interview with the savages, and examined the country as far as the Connecticut, and made a 
map of it, before Billington had climbed his tree.

Crantz
CRANTZ In Crantz’s account of Greenland, he says: “They (the foxes) live upon birds and their eggs, and, when 

they can’t get them, upon crow-berries, mussels, crabs, and what the sea casts out.” 

John Calvin
REVEREND SAMUEL TREAT, JOHN CALVIN The first minister settled here was the Rev. Samuel Treat, in 

1672, a gentleman who is said to be “entitled to a distinguished rank among the evangelists of New England.” 
He converted many Indians, as well as white men, in his day, and translated the Confession of Faith into the 
Nauset language. ... Mr. Treat is described as a Calvinist of the strictest kind, not one of those who, by giving 
up or explaining away, become like a porcupine disarmed of its quills, but a consistent Calvinist, who can dart 
his quills to a distance and courageously defend himself. There exists a volume of his sermons in manuscript, 
“which,” says a commentator, “appear to have been designed for publication.”

Crantz
CRANTZ, DALAGER Crantz, in his account of Greenland, quotes Dalager’s relation of the ways and usages of 

the Greenlanders, and says, “Whoever finds drift-wood, or the spoils of a shipwreck on the strand, enjoys it as 
his own, though he does not live there. But he must haul it ashore and lay a stone upon it, as a token that some 
one has taken possession of it, and this stone is the deed of security, for no other Greenlander will offer to 
meddle with it afterwards.”
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Cartier
CARTIER, VERRAZZANI, HACKLUYT, CABOT No sooner had Cartier explored the St. Lawrence in 1535, than 

there began to be published by his countrymen remarkably accurate charts of that river as far up as Montreal. 
It is almost all of the continent north of Florida that you recognize on charts for more than a generation 
afterward,— though Verrazzani’s rude plot (made under French auspices) was regarded by Hackluyt, more 
than fifty years after his voyage (in 1524), as the most accurate representation of our coast. The French trail is 
distinct. They went measuring and sounding, and when they got home had something to show for their voyages 
and explorations. There was no danger of their charts being lost, as Cabot’s have been.”

WINTHROP, DARBY FIELD, CHAMPLAIN, CARTIER, ROBERVAL, GOSNOLD, VERRAZZANI, GOMEZ, 
BANCROFT, SIR FERDINAND GORGES, THOMAS MORTON, HACKLUYT Even as late as 1633 we 
find Winthrop, the first Governor of the Massachusetts Colony, who was not the most likely to be misinformed, 
who, moreover, has the fame, at least, of having discovered Wachusett Mountain (discerned it forty miles 
inland), talking about the “Great Lake” and the “hideous swamps about it,” near which the Connecticut and 
the “Patomack” took their rise; and among the memorable events of the year 1642 he chronicles Darby Field, 
an Irishman’s expedition to the “White hill,” from whose top he saw eastward what he “judged to be the Gulf 
of Canada,” and westward what he “judged to be the great lake which Canada River comes out of,” and where 
he found much “Muscovy glass,” and “could rive out pieces of forty feet long and seven or eight broad.” While 
the very inhabitants of New England were thus fabling about the country a hundred miles inland, which was 
a terra incognita to them,—or rather many years before the earliest date referred to,—Champlain, the first 
Governor of Canada, not to mention the inland discoveries of Cartier, Roberval, and others, of the preceding. 
It is remarkable that the first, if not the only, part of New England which Cartier saw was Vermont (he also 
saw the mountains of New York), from Montreal Mountain, in 1535, sixty-seven years before Gosnold saw 
Cape Cod. If seeing is discovering,—and that is all that it is proved that Cabot knew of the coast of the United 
States,—then Cartier (to omit Verrazzani and Gomez) was the discoverer of New England rather than Gosnold, 
who is commonly so styled. .d century, and his own earlier voyage, had already gone to war against the 
Iroquois in their forest forts, and penetrated to the Great Lakes and wintered there, before a Pilgrim had heard 
of New England. In Champlain’s “Voyages,” printed in 1613, there is a plate representing a fight in which he 
aided the Canada Indians against the Iroquois, near the south end of Lake Champlain, in July, 1609, eleven 
years before the settlement of Plymouth. Bancroft says he joined the Algonquins in an expedition against the 
Iroquois, or Five Nations, in the northwest of New York. This is that “Great Lake,” which the English, hearing 
some rumor of from the French, long after, locate in an “Imaginary Province called Laconia, and spent several 
years about 1630 in the vain attempt to discover.” (Sir Ferdinand Gorges, in Maine Hist. Coll., Vol. II. p. 68.) 
Thomas Morton has a chapter on this “Great Lake.” In the edition of Champlain’s map dated 1632, the Falls 
of Niagara appear; and in a great lake northwest of Mer Douce (Lake Huron) there is an island represented, 
over which is written, “Isle ouil y a une mine de cuivre,”—”Island where there is a mine of copper.” This will 
do for an offset to our Governor’s “Muscovy Glass.” Of all these adventures and discoveries we have a minute 
and faithful account, giving facts and dates as well as charts and soundings, all scientific and Frenchman-like, 
with scarcely one fable or traveller’s story. Probably Cape Cod was visited by Europeans long before the 
seventeenth century. It may be that Cabot himself beheld it. Verrazzani, in 1524, according to his own account, 
spent fifteen days on our coast, in latitude 41;dg 40;pr, (some suppose in the harbor of Newport,) and often 
went five or six leagues into the interior there, and he says that he sailed thence at once one hundred and fifty 
leagues northeasterly, always in sight of the coast. There is a chart in Hackluyt’s “Divers Voyages,” made 
according to Verrazzani’s plot, which last is praised for its accuracy by Hackluyt, but I cannot distinguish Cape 
Cod on it, unless it is the “C. Arenas,” which is in the right latitude, though ten degrees west of “Claudia,” 
which is thought to be Block Island. 
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Chaldeans
YEZDIS, CHALDEANS So, far in the East, among the Yezidis, or Worshipers of the Devil, so- called, the 

Chaldeans and others, according to the testimony of travellers, you may still hear these remarkable 
disputations on doctrinal points going on. 
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D

Des Barres

De Monts
CHAMPLAIN BANCROFT LESCARBOT DE MONTS HOLMES HILDRETH BARRY PRING PURCHAS 

HALIBURTION BELKNAP WEYMOUTH SIR F. GORGES JOHN SMITH DES BARRES POINT-
GRAVAE POITRINCOURT Bancroft does not mention Champlain at all among the authorities for De Monts’ 
expedition, nor does he say that he ever visited the coast of New England. Though he bore the title of pilot to 
De Monts, he was, in another sense, the leading spirit, as well as the historian of the expedition. Holmes, 
Hildreth, and Barry, and apparently all our historians who mention Champlain, refer to the edition of 1632, in 
which all the separate charts of our harbors, and about one half the narrative, are omitted; for the author 
explored so many lands afterward that he could afford to forget a part of what he had done. Hildreth, speaking 
of De Monts’s expedition, says that “he looked into the Penobscot, which Pring had discovered two years 
before,” saying nothing about Champlain’s extensive exploration of it for De Monts in 1604 (Holmes says 
1608, and refers to Purchas); also that he followed in the track of Pring along the coast “to Cape Cod, which 
he called Malabarre.” (Haliburton had made the same statement before him in 1829. He called it Cap Blanc, 
and Malle Barre (the Bad Bar) was the name given to a harbor on the east side of the Cape.) Pring says nothing 
about a river there. Belknap says that Weymouth discovered it in 1605. Sir F. Gorges says, in his narration 
(Maine Hist. Coll., Vol. II. p. 19), 1658, that Pring in 1606 “made a perfect discovery of all the rivers and 
harbors.” This is the most I can find. Bancroft makes Champlain to have discovered more western rivers in 
Maine, not naming the Penobscot; he, however, must have been the discoverer of distances on this river (see 
Belknap, p. 147). Pring was absent from England only about six months, and sailed by this part of Cape Cod 
(Malebarre) because it yielded no sassafras, while the French, who probably had not heard of Pring, were 
patiently for years exploring the coast in search of a place of settlement, sounding and surveying its harbors. 
John Smith’s map, published in 1616, from observations in 1614-15, is by many regarded as the oldest map of 
New England. It is the first that was made after this country was called New England, for he so called it; but 
in Champlain’s “Voyages,” edition 1613, (and Lescarbot, in 1612, quotes a still earlier account of his voyage,) 
there is a map of it made when it was known to Christendom as New France, called Carte Gaeographique de 
laNouvelle Franse faictte par le Sieur de Champlain Saint TongoisCappitaine ordinaire pour le roi en la 
Marine,—faict l’en 1612, from his observations between 1604 and 1607; a map extending from Labrador to 
Cape Cod and westward to the Great Lakes, and crowded with information, geographical, ethnographical, 
zoological, and botanical. He even gives the variation of the compass as observed by himself at that date on 
many parts of the coast. This, taken together with the many separate charts of harbors and their soundings on 
a large scale, which this volume contains,—among the rest, Qui ni be quy (Kennebec), Chouacoit R. (Saco R.), 
Le Beauport, Port St. Louis (near Cape Ann), and others on our coast,—but which are not in the edition of 
1632, makes this a completer map of the New England and adjacent northern coast than was made for half a 
century afterward, almost, we might be allowed to say, till another Frenchman, Des Barres, made another for 
us, which only our late Coast Survey has superseded. Most of the maps of this coast made for a long time after 
betray their indebtedness to Champlain. He was a skilful navigator, a man of science, and geographer to the 
King of France. He crossed the Atlantic about twenty times, and made nothing of it; often in a small vessel in 
which few would dare to go to sea to-day; and on one occasion making the voyage from Tadoussac to St. Malo 
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in eighteen days. He was in this neighborhood, that is, between Annapolis, Nova Scotia, and Cape Cod, 
observing the land and its inhabitants, and making a map of the coast, from May, 1604, to September, 1607, 
or about three and ahalf years, and he has described minutely his method of surveying harbors. By his own 
account, a part of his map was engraved in 1604 (?). When Pont-Gravae and others returned to France in 1606, 
he remained at Port Royal with Poitrincourt, “in order,” says he, “by the aid of God, to finish the chart of the 
coasts which I had begun”; and again in his volume, printed before John Smith visited this part of America, he 
says: “It seems to me that I have done my duty as far as I could, if I have not forgotten to put in my said chart 
whatever I saw, and give a particular knowledge to the public of what had never been described nor discovered 
so particularly as I have done it, although some other may have heretofore written of it; but it was a very small 
affair in comparison with what we have discovered within the last ten years.”

PRINCE WILLIAMSON DE MONTS BANCROFT LONGFELLOW GOSNOLD It is not generally remembered, 
if known, by the descendants of the Pilgrims, that when their forefathers were spending their first memorable 
winter in the New World, they had for neighbors a colony of French no further off than Port Royal (Annapolis, 
Nova Scotia), three hundred miles distant (Prince seems to make it about five hundred miles); where, in spite 
of many vicissitudes, they had been for fifteen years. They built a grist-mill there as early as 1606; also made 
bricks and turpentine on a stream, Williamson says, in 1606. De Monts, who was a Protestant, brought his 
minister with him, who came to blows with the Catholic priest on the subject of religion. Though these 
founders of Acadie endured no less than the Pilgrims, and about the same proportion of them—thirty-five out 
of seventy-nine (Williamson’s Maine says thirty-six out of seventy)—died the first winter at St. Croix, 1604-
5, sixteen years earlier, no orator, to my knowledge, has ever celebrated their enterprise (Williamson’s History 
of Maine does considerably), while the trials which their successors and descendants endured at the hands of 
the English have furnished a theme for both the historian and poet. (See Bancroft’s History and Longfellow’s 
Evangeline.) The remains of their fort at St. Croix were discovered at the end of the last century, and helped 
decide where the true St. Croix, our boundary, was. The very gravestones of those Frenchmen are probably 
older than the oldest English monument in New England north of the Elizabeth Islands, or perhaps anywhere 
in New England, for if there are any traces of Gosnold’s storehouse left, his strong works are gone. Bancroft 
says, advisedly, in 1834, “It requires a believing eye to discern the ruins of the fort”; and that there were no 
ruins of a fort in 1837. 

Dalager
CRANTZ, DALAGER Crantz, in his account of Greenland, quotes Dalager’s relation of the ways and usages of 

the Greenlanders, and says, “Whoever finds drift-wood, or the spoils of a shipwreck on the strand, enjoys it as 
his own, though he does not live there. But he must haul it ashore and lay a stone upon it, as a token that some 
one has taken possession of it, and this stone is the deed of security, for no other Greenlander will offer to 
meddle with it afterwards.”

Darwin, Charles (1809-1882)
CHARLES DARWIN Charles Darwin was assured that the roar of the surf on the coast of Chiloe, after a heavy 

gale, could be heard at night a distance of “21 sea miles across a hilly and wooded country.” 

CHARLES DARWIN, ANSON Charles Darwin states that he saw, from the base of the Andes, “the masts of the 
vessels at anchor in the bay of Valparaiso, although not less than twenty-six geographical miles distant,” and 
that Anson had been surprised at the distance at which his vessels were discovered from the coast, without 
knowing the reason, namely, the great height of the land and the transparency of the air. 

CHARLES DARWIN Darwin affirms that “our most thickly inhabited forests appear almost as deserts when we 
come to compare them with the corresponding regions of the ocean.” 
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Lieutenant Charles Henry Davis (1807-1877) CHARLES HENRY DAVIS


CAPE COD: The light-house keeper said that when the wind blowed 
strong on to the shore, the waves ate fast into the bank, but when 
it blowed off they took no sand away; for in the former case the 
wind heaped up the surface of the water next to the beach, and to 
preserve its equilibrium a strong undertow immediately set back 
again into the sea which carried with it the sand and whatever 
else was in the way, and left the beach hard to walk on; but in 
the latter case the undertow set on, and carried the sand with 
it, so that it was particularly difficult for shipwrecked men to 
get to land when the wind blowed on to the shore, but easier when 
it blowed off. This undertow, meeting the next surface wave on 
the bar which itself has made, forms part of the dam over which 
the latter breaks, as over an upright wall. The sea thus plays 
with the land holding a sand-bar in its mouth awhile before it 
swallows it, as a cat plays with a mouse; but the fatal gripe is 
sure to come at last. The sea sends its rapacious east wind to 
rob the land, but before the former has got far with its prey, 
the land sends its honest west wind to recover some of its own. 
But, according to Lieutenant Davis, the forms, extent, and 
distribution of sand-bars and banks are principally determined, 
not by winds and waves, but by tides.

CAT

CHARLES HENRY DAVIS
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F.S. Duplessy


CAPE COD: Our way to the high sand-bank, which I have described 
as extending all along the coast, led, as usual, through patches 
of Bayberry bushes, which straggled into the sand. This, next to 
the Shrub-oak, was perhaps the most common shrub thereabouts. 
I was much attracted by its odoriferous leaves and small gray 
berries which are clustered about the short twigs, just below the 
last year’s growth. I know of but two bushes in Concord, and they, 
being staminate plants, do not bear fruit. The berries gave it a 
venerable appearance, and they smelled quite spicy, like small 
confectionery. Robert Beverley, in his “History of Virginia,” 
published in 1705, states that “at the mouth of their rivers, and 
all along upon the sea and bay, and near many of their creeks and 
swamps, grows the myrtle, bearing a berry, of which they make a 
hard brittle wax, of a curious green color, which by refining 
becomes almost transparent. Of this they make candles, which are 
never greasy to the touch nor melt with lying in the hottest 
weather; neither does the snuff of these ever offend the smell, 
like that of a tallow candle; but, instead of being disagreeable, 
if an accident puts a candle out, it yields a pleasant fragrancy 
to all that are in the room; insomuch that nice people often put 
them out on purpose to have the incense of the expiring snuff. 
The melting of these berries is said to have been first found out 
by a surgeon in New England, who performed wonderful things with 
a salve made of them.” From the abundance of berries still hanging 
on the bushes, we judged that the inhabitants did not generally 
collect them for tallow, though we had seen a piece in the house 
we had just left. I have since made some tallow myself. Holding 
a basket beneath the bare twigs in April, I rubbed them together 
between my hands and thus gathered about a quart in twenty 
minutes, to which were added enough to make three pints, and I 
might have gathered them much faster with a suitable rake and a 
large shallow basket. They have little prominences like those of 
an orange all encased in tallow, which also fills the interstices 
down to the stone. The oily part rose to the top, making it look 
like a savory black broth, which smelled much like balm or other 
herb tea. You let it cool, then skim off the tallow from the 
surface, melt this again and strain it. I got about a quarter of 
a pound weight from my three pints, and more yet remained within 
the berries. A small portion cooled in the form of small flattish 
hemispheres, like crystallizations, the size of a kernel of corn 
(nuggets I called them as I picked them out from amid the 
berries). Loudon says, that “cultivated trees are said to yield 
more wax than those that are found wild.” (See Duplessy, Végétaux 
Résineux, Vol. II. p. 60.) If you get any pitch on your hands in 
the pine-woods you have only to rub some of these berries between 
your hands to start it off. But the ocean was the grand fact 
there, which made us forget both bayberries and men.
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Joseph Doane
JOSEPH DOANE, NATHANIEL FREEMAN The council convened at the desire of two divine philosophers, 

Joseph Doane and Nathaniel Freeman.

Heman Doane (1808-1891 HEMAN DOANE)


CAPE COD: Thomas Prince, who was several times the governor of the 
Plymouth colony, was the leader of the settlement of Eastham. 
There was recently standing, on what was once his farm, in this 
town, a pear-tree which is said to have been brought from England, 
and planted there by him, about two hundred years ago. It was 
blown down a few months before we were there. A late account says 
that it was recently in a vigorous state; the fruit small, but 
excellent; and it yielded on an average fifteen bushels. Some 
appropriate lines have been addressed to it, by a Mr. Heman Doane, 
from which I will quote, partly because they are the only specimen 
of Cape Cod verse which I remember to have seen, and partly 
because they are not bad.

“Two hundred years have, on the wings of Time,
        Passed, with their joys and woes, since thou, Old Tree!
  Put forth thy first leaves in this foreign clime,
        Transplanted from the soil beyond the sea.
        *     *     *     *     *     *

[These stars represent the more clerical lines, and also those 
which have deceased.]

“That exiled band long since have passed away,
        And still, Old Tree! thou standest in the place
  Where Prince’s hand did plant thee in his day–
        An undesigned memorial of his race
  And time; of those our honor’d fathers, when
        They came from Plymouth o’er and settled here;
  Doane, Higgins, Snow, and other worthy men,
        Whose names their sons remember to revere.
        *     *     *     *     *     *
“Old Time has thinned thy boughs, Old Pilgrim Tree!
        And bowed thee with the weight of many years;
  Yet, ’mid the frosts of age, thy bloom we see,
        And yearly still thy mellow fruit appears.”

There are some other lines which I might quote, if they were not 
tied to unworthy companions, by the rhyme. When one ox will lie 
down, the yoke bears hard on him that stands up.

HEMAN DOANE
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Deacon John Doane
DEACON JOHN DOANE One of the first settlers of Eastham was Deacon John Doane, who died in 1707, aged 

one hundred and ten. Tradition says that he was rocked in a cradle several of his last years. ... Some of the 
stone-bounds to his farm, which he set up, are standing to-day, with his initials cut in them. 

Doane
DOANE, FATHER OF WELLFLEET OYSTERMAN He said that one day, when the troubles between the 

Colonies and the mother country first broke out, as he, a boy of fourteen, was pitching hay out of a cart, one 
Doane, an old Tory, who was talking with his father, a good Whig, said to him, “Why, Uncle Bill, you might 
as well undertake to pitch that pond into the ocean with a pitchfork, as for the Colonies to undertake to gain 
their independence.”

Dwight
DWIGHT Dwight remarks that “The storms which prevail on the American coast generally come from the east; 

and there is no other harbor on a windward shore within two hundred miles.”

DWIGHT In Dwight’s Travels in New England it is stated that the inhabitants of Truro were formerly regularly 
warned under the authority of law in the month of April yearly, to plant beach-grass, as elsewhere they are 
warned to repair the highways.

Timothy Dwight
TIMOTHY DWIGHT Timothy Dwight says that, just before he arrived at Provincetown, “a schooner came in from 

the Great Bank with fifty-six thousand fish, about one thousand five hundred quintals, taken in a single voyage; 
the main deck being, on her return, eight inches under water in calm weather.”

Denton
STEWART, DENTON The other day I came across the following scrap in a newspaper. “A RELIGIOUS FISH.—

A short time ago, mine host Stewart, of the Denton Hotel, purchased a rock-fish, weighing about sixty pounds. 
On opening it he found in it a certificate of membership of the M. E. Church, which he read as follows:— 
Member Methodist E. Church. Founded A.D. 1784. Quarterly Ticket. 18 Minister.’For our light affliction, 
which is but for a moment, worketh for us a far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory.’—2 Cor. iv. 17. 
‘O what are all my sufferings here, If, Lord, thou count me meet With that enraptured host t’ appear, And 
worship at thy feet.’”The paper was of course in a crumpled and wet condition, but on exposing it to the sun, 
and ironing the kinks out of it, it became quite legible.— Denton (Md.) Journal.” 
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James Ellsworth De Kay JAMES ELLSWORTH DE KAY


CAPE COD: In the summer and fall sometimes, hundreds of blackfish (the 
Social Whale, Globicephalus melas of De Kay; called also Black Whale-
fish, Howling Whale, Bottle-head, &c.), fifteen feet or more in 
length, are driven ashore in a single school here. I witnessed such 
a scene in July, 1855. A carpenter who was working at the light-house 
arriving early in the morning remarked that he did not know but he 
had lost fifty dollars by coming to his work; for as he came along 
the Bay side he heard them driving a school of blackfish ashore, and 
he had debated with himself whether he should not go and join them 
and take his share, but had concluded to come to his work. After 
breakfast I came over to this place, about two miles distant, and 
near the beach met some of the fishermen returning from their chase. 
Looking up and down the shore, I could see about a mile south some 
large black masses on the sand, which I knew must be blackfish, and 
a man or two about them. As I walked along towards them I soon came 
to a huge carcass whose head was gone and whose blubber had been 
stripped off some weeks before; the tide was just beginning to move 
it, and the stench compelled me to go a long way round. When I came 
to Great Hollow I found a fisherman and some boys on the watch, and 
counted about thirty blackfish, just killed, with many lance wounds, 
and the water was more or less bloody around. They were partly on 
shore and partly in the water, held by a rope round their tails till 
the tide should leave them. A boat had been somewhat stove by the 
tail of one. They were a smooth shining black, like India-rubber, 
and had remarkably simple and lumpish forms for animated creatures, 
with a blunt round snout or head, whale-like, and simple stiff-
looking flippers. The largest were about fifteen feet long, but one 
or two were only five feet long, and still without teeth. The 
fisherman slashed one with his jackknife, to show me how thick the 
blubber was, –about three inches; and as I passed my finger through 
the cut it was covered thick with oil. The blubber looked like pork, 
and this man said that when they were trying it the boys would 
sometimes come round with a piece of bread in one hand, and take a 
piece of blubber in the other to eat with it, preferring it to pork 
scraps. He also cut into the flesh beneath, which was firm and red 
like beef, and he said that for his part he preferred it when fresh 
to beef. It is stated that in 1812 blackfish were used as food by 
the poor of Bretagne. They were waiting for the tide to leave these 
fishes high and dry, that they might strip off the blubber and carry 
it to their try-works in their boats, where they try it on the beach. 
They get commonly a barrel of oil, worth fifteen or twenty dollars, 
to a fish. There were many lances and harpoons in the boats, –much 
slenderer instruments than I had expected. An old man came along the 
beach with a horse and wagon distributing the dinners of the 
fishermen, which their wives had put up in little pails and jugs, 
and which he had collected in the Pond Village, and for this service, 
I suppose, he received a share of the oil. If one could not tell his 
own pail, he took the first he came to.
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Denys of Honfleur
DR. CHARLES T. JAKCSON, JUDGE HALIBURTON, CHAMPLAIN, CHARLEVOIX, CABOT, BIDDLE, 

MILLER, VERRAZZANI, FRANCIS I, HENRY VII, DENYS OF HONFLEUR Dr. Charles T. Jackson tells 
me that, in the course of a geological survey in 1827, he discovered a gravestone, a slab of trap rock, on Goat 
Island, opposite Annapolis (Port Royal), in Nova Scotia, bearing a Masonic coat-of-arms and the date 1606, 
which is fourteen years earlier than the landing of the Pilgrims. This was left in the possession of Judge 
Haliburton, of Nova Scotia. There were Jesuit priests in what has since been called New England, converting 
the savages at Mount Desert, then St. Savior, in 1613,—having come over to Port Royal in 1611, though they 
were almost immediately interrupted by the English, years before the Pilgrims came hither to enjoy their own 
religion. This according to Champlain. Charlevoix says the same; and after coming from France in 1611, went 
west from Port Royal along the coast as far as the Kennebec in 1612, and were then carried from Port Royal 
to Mount Desert. Indeed, the Englishman’s history of New England commences, only when it ceases to be, 
New France. Though Cabot was the first to discover the continent of North America, Champlain, in the edition 
of his “Voyages” printed in 1632, after the English had for a season got possession of Quebec and Port Royal, 
complains with no little justice: “The common consent of all Europe is to represent New France as extending 
at least to the thirty-fifth and thirty-sixth degrees of latitude, as appears by the maps of the world printed in 
Spain, Italy, Holland, Flanders, Germany, and England, until they possessed themselves of the coasts of New 
France, where are Acadie, the Etchemins (Maine and New Brunswick), the Almouchicois (Massachusetts?), 
and the Great River St. Lawrence, where they have imposed, according to their fancy, such names as New 
England, Scotland, and others; but it is not easy to efface the memory of a thing which is known to all 
Christendom.” That Cabot merely landed on the uninhabitable shore of Labrador, gave the English no just title 
to New England, or to the United States generally, any more than to Patagonia. His careful biographer (Biddle) 
is not certain in what voyage he ran down the coast of the United States, as is reported, and no one tells us what 
he saw. Miller, in the New York Hist. Coll., Vol. I. p. 23, says he does not appear to have landed anywhere. 
Contrast with this Verrazzani’s tarrying fifteen days at one place on the New England coast, and making 
frequent excursions into the interior thence. It chances that the latter’s letter to Francis I., in 1524, contains 
“the earliest original account extant of the Atlantic coast of the United States”; and even from that time the 
northern part of it began to be called La Terra Francese, or French Land. A part of it was called New Holland 
before it was called New England. The English were very backward to explore and settle the continent which 
they had stumbled upon. The French preceded them both in their attempts to colonize the continent of North 
America (Carolina and Florida, 1562-4), and in their first permanent settlement (Port Royal, 1605); and the 
right of possession, naturally enough, was the one which England mainly respected and recognized in the case 
of Spain, of Portugal, and also of France, from the time of Henry VII. The explorations of the French gave to 
the world the first valuable maps of these coasts. Denys of Honfleur made a map of the Gulf of St. Lawrence 
in 1506. 
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About a week afterward, when I came to this shore, it was strewn as 
far as I could see with a glass, with the carcasses of blackfish 
stripped of their blubber and their heads cut off; the latter lying 
higher up. Walking on the beach was out of the question on account 
of the stench. Between Provincetown and Truro they lay in the very 
path of the stage. Yet no steps were taken to abate the nuisance, 
and men were catching lobsters as usual just off the shore. I was 
told that they did sometimes tow them out and sink them; yet I 
wondered where they got the stones to sink them with. Of course they 
might be made into guano, and Cape Cod is not so fertile that her 
inhabitants can afford to do without this manure, –to say nothing of 
the diseases they may produce.
After my return home, wishing to learn what was known about the 
Blackfish, I had recourse to the reports of the zoölogical surveys 
of the State, and I found that Storer had rightfully omitted it in 
his Report on the Fishes, since it is not a fish; so I turned to 
Emmons’s Report of the Mammalia, but was surprised to find that the 
seals and whales were omitted by him, because he had had no 
opportunity to observe them. Considering how this State has risen 
and thriven by its fisheries, –that the legislature which authorized 
the Zoölogical Survey sat under the emblem of a codfish,– that 
Nantucket and New Bedford are within our limits, –that an early riser 
may find a thousand or fifteen hundred dollars’ worth of blackfish 
on the shore in a morning, –that the Pilgrims saw the Indians cutting 
up a blackfish on the shore at Eastham, and called a part of that 
shore “Grampus Bay,” from the number of blackfish they found there, 
before they got to Plymouth, –and that from that time to this these 
fishes have continued to enrich one or two counties almost annually, 
and that their decaying carcasses were now poisoning the air of one 
county for more than thirty miles, –I thought it remarkable that 
neither the popular nor scientific name was to be found in a report 
on our mammalia, –a catalogue of the productions of our land and 
water.

“Stack of the Artist of Kouroo” Project 51

TRAVELED MUCH IN CONCORD MA

HDT WHAT? INDEX

http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/thumbnails/T/HDT.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/explanation.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/ActiveIndex.pdf



As I stood there they raised the cry of “another school,” and we 
could see their black backs and their blowing about a mile northward, 
as they went leaping over the sea like horses. Some boats were 
already in pursuit there, driving them toward the beach. Other 
fishermen and boys running up began to jump into the boats and push 
them off from where I stood, and I might have gone too had I chosen. 
Soon there were twenty-five or thirty boats in pursuit, some large 
ones under sail, and others rowing with might and main, keeping 
outside of the school, those nearest to the fishes striking on the 
sides of their boats and blowing horns to drive them on to the beach. 
It was an exciting race. If they succeed in driving them ashore each 
boat takes one share, and then each man, but if they are compelled 
to strike them off shore each boat’s company take what they strike. 
I walked rapidly along the shore toward the north, while the 
fishermen were rowing still more swiftly to join their companions, 
and a little boy who walked by my side was congratulating himself 
that his father’s boat was beating another one. An old blind 
fisherman whom we met, inquired, “Where are they, I can’t see. Have 
they got them?” In the mean while the fishes had turned and were 
escaping northward toward Provincetown, only occasionally the back 
of one being seen. So the nearest crews were compelled to strike 
them, and we saw several boats soon made fast, each to its fish, 
which, four or five rods ahead was drawing it like a race-horse 
straight toward the beach, leaping half out of water blowing blood 
and water from its hole, and leaving a streak of foam behind. But 
they went ashore too far north for us, though we could see the 
fishermen leap out and lance them on the sand. It was just like 
pictures of whaling which I have seen, and a fisherman told me that 
it was nearly as dangerous. In his first trial he had been much 
excited, and in his haste had used a lance with its scabbard on, but 
nevertheless had thrust it quite through his fish.
I learned that a few days before this one hundred and eighty 
blackfish had been driven ashore in one school at Eastham, a little 
farther south, and that the keeper of Billingsgate Point light went 
out one morning about the same time and cut his initials on the backs 
of a large school which had run ashore in the night, and sold his 
right to them to Provincetown for one thousand dollars, and probably 
Provincetown made as much more. Another fisherman told me that 
nineteen years ago three hundred and eighty were driven ashore in 
one school at Great Hollow. In the Naturalist’s Library, it is said 
that, in the winter of 1809-10, one thousand one hundred and ten 
“approached the shore of Hvalfiord, Iceland, and were captured.” De 
Kay says it is not known why they are stranded. But one fisherman 
declared to me that they ran ashore in pursuit of squid, and that 
they generally came on the coast about the last of July.
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De la Roche
CHAMPLAIN, SIEUR DE MONTS, LESCARBOT, CAPTAIN SAVALET, RAMUSIO, DE LA ROCHE, 

GILBERT, BARON DE LARI, SAINT JUST, CHARLEVOIX, HALIBURTON, BANCROFT In 1604, 
Champlain being sent by the Sieur de Monts to explore the coast of Norumbegue, sailed up the Penobscot 
twenty-two or twenty-three leagues from “Isle Haute,” or till he was stopped by the falls. He says: “I think that 
this river is that which many pilots and historians call Norembegue, and which the greater part have described 
as great and spacious, with numerous islands; and its entrance in the forty-third or forty-third and one half, or, 
according to others, the forty-fourth degree of latitude, more or less.” He is convinced that “the greater part” 
of those who speak of a great city there have never seen it, but repeat a mere rumor, but he thinks that some 
have seen the mouth of the river since it answers to their description. Under date of 1607 Champlain writes: 
“Three or four leagues north of the Cap de Poitrincourt we found a cross, which was very old, covered with 
moss and almost all decayed, which was an evident sign that there had formerly been Christians there.” Also 
the following passage from Lescarbot will show how much the neighboring coasts were frequented by 
Europeans in the sixteenth century. Speaking of his return from Port Royal to France in 1607, he says: “At last, 
within four leagues of Campseau, we arrived at a harbor, where a worthy old gentleman from St. John de Lus, 
named Captain Savalet, was fishing, who received us with the utmost courtesy. And as this harbor, which is 
small, but very good, has no name, I have given it on my geographical chart the name of Savalet. This worthy 
man told us that this voyage was the forty-second which he had made to those parts, and yet the 
Newfoundlanders make only one a year. He was wonderfully content with his fishery, and informed us that he 
made daily fifty crowns’ worth of cod, and that his voyage would be worth ten thousand francs. He had sixteen 
men in his employ; and his vessel was of eighty tons, which could carry a hundred thousand dry cod.” (Histoire 
de la Nouvelle France, 1612.) They dried their fish on the rocks on shore. The “Isola della Rena” (Sable 
Island?) appears on the chart of “Nuova Francia” and Norumbega, accompanying the “Discourse” above 
referred to in Ramusio’s third volume, edition 1556-65. Champlain speaks of there being at the Isle of Sable, 
in 1604, “grass pastured by oxen (boeufs) and cows which the Portuguese carried there more than sixty years 
ago,” i. e. sixty years before 1613; in a later edition he says, which came out of a Spanish vessel which was 
lost in endeavoring to settle on the isle of Cape Breton; and he states that De la Roche’s men, who were left 
on this island seven years from 1598, lived on the flesh of these cattle which they found “en quantitae,” and 
built houses out of the wrecks of vessels which came to the island (perhaps Gilbert’s), there being no wood or 
stone. Lescarbot says that they lived “on fish and the milk of cows left there about eighty years before by Baron 
de Leri and Saint Just.” Charlevoix says they ate up the cattle and then lived on fish. Haliburton speaks of cattle 
left there as a rumor. De Leri and Saint Just had suggested plans of colonization on the Isle of Sable as early 
as 1518 (1508?) according to Bancroft, referring to Charlevoix. These are but a few of the instances which I 
might quote. 

CHAMPLAIN, SIEUR DE MONTS, LESCARBOT, CAPTAIN SAVALET, RAMUSIO, DE LA ROCHE, 
GILBERT, BARON DE LARI, SAINT JUST, CHARLEVOIX, HALIBURTON, BANCROFT In 1604, 
Champlain being sent by the Sieur de Monts to explore the coast of Norumbegue, sailed up the Penobscot 
twenty-two or twenty-three leagues from “Isle Haute,” or till he was stopped by the falls. He says: “I think that 
this river is that which many pilots and historians call Norembegue, and which the greater part have described 
as great and spacious, with numerous islands; and its entrance in the forty-third or forty-third and one half, or, 
according to others, the forty-fourth degree of latitude, more or less.” He is convinced that “the greater part” 
of those who speak of a great city there have never seen it, but repeat a mere rumor, but he thinks that some 
have seen the mouth of the river since it answers to their description. Under date of 1607 Champlain writes: 
“Three or four leagues north of the Cap de Poitrincourt we found a cross, which was very old, covered with 
moss and almost all decayed, which was an evident sign that there had formerly been Christians there.” Also 
the following passage from Lescarbot will show how much the neighboring coasts were frequented by 
Europeans in the sixteenth century. Speaking of his return from Port Royal to France in 1607, he says: “At last, 
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within four leagues of Campseau, we arrived at a harbor, where a worthy old gentleman from St. John de Lus, 
named Captain Savalet, was fishing, who received us with the utmost courtesy. And as this harbor, which is 
small, but very good, has no name, I have given it on my geographical chart the name of Savalet. This worthy 
man told us that this voyage was the forty-second which he had made to those parts, and yet the 
Newfoundlanders make only one a year. He was wonderfully content with his fishery, and informed us that he 
made daily fifty crowns’ worth of cod, and that his voyage would be worth ten thousand francs. He had sixteen 
men in his employ; and his vessel was of eighty tons, which could carry a hundred thousand dry cod.” (Histoire 
de la Nouvelle France, 1612.) They dried their fish on the rocks on shore. The “Isola della Rena” (Sable 
Island?) appears on the chart of “Nuova Francia” and Norumbega, accompanying the “Discourse” above 
referred to in Ramusio’s third volume, edition 1556-65. Champlain speaks of there being at the Isle of Sable, 
in 1604, “grass pastured by oxen (boeufs) and cows which the Portuguese carried there more than sixty years 
ago,” i. e. sixty years before 1613; in a later edition he says, which came out of a Spanish vessel which was 
lost in endeavoring to settle on the isle of Cape Breton; and he states that De la Roche’s men, who were left 
on this island seven years from 1598, lived on the flesh of these cattle which they found “en quantitae,” and 
built houses out of the wrecks of vessels which came to the island (perhaps Gilbert’s), there being no wood or 
stone. Lescarbot says that they lived “on fish and the milk of cows left there about eighty years before by Baron 
de Leri and Saint Just.” Charlevoix says they ate up the cattle and then lived on fish. Haliburton speaks of cattle 
left there as a rumor. De Leri and Saint Just had suggested plans of colonization on the Isle of Sable as early 
as 1518 (1508?) according to Bancroft, referring to Charlevoix. These are but a few of the instances which I 
might quote. 
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Desor, Professor Pierre Jean Édouard (1811-1882 PIERRE JEAN ÉDOUARD DESOR)


CAPE COD: The Greeks would not have called the ocean  or 
unfruitful, though it does not produce wheat, if they had viewed 
it by the light of modern science, for naturalists now assert that 
“the sea, and not the land, is the principal seat of life,”– 
though not of vegetable life. Darwin affirms that “our most 
thickly inhabited forests appear almost as deserts when we come 
to compare them with the corresponding regions of the ocean.” 
Agassiz and Gould tell us that “the sea teems with animals of all 
classes, far beyond the extreme limit of flowering plants”; but 
they add, that “experiments of dredging in very deep water have 
also taught us that the abyss of the ocean is nearly a desert”; 
–“so that modern investigations,” to quote the words of Desor, 
“merely go to confirm the great idea which was vaguely anticipated 
by the ancient poets and philosophers, that the Ocean is the 
origin of all things.” Yet marine animals and plants hold a lower 
rank in the scale of being than land animals and plants. “There 
is no instance known,” says Desor, “of an animal becoming aquatic 
in its perfect state, after having lived in its lower stage on 
dry land,” but as in the case of the tadpole, “the progress 
invariably points towards the dry land.” In short, the dry land 
itself came through and out of the water on its way to the 
heavens, for, “in going back through the geological ages, we come 
to an epoch when, according to all appearances, the dry land did 
not exist, and when the surface of our globe was entirely covered 
with water.” We looked on the sea, then, once more, not as 

, or unfruitful, but as it has been more truly called, 
the “laboratory of continents.”

PIERRE JEAN ÉDOUARD DESOR

AGASSIZ & GOULD

CHARLES DARWIN

http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/thumbnails/T/HDT.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/explanation.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/transclusions/18/51/1851_AgassizGould.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/ActiveIndex.pdf


56 Copyright  Austin Meredith

TRAVELED MUCH IN CONCORD MA

HDT WHAT? INDEX


E

Elizabeth
MARTIN PRING, SALTERNE, GOSNOLD, BABSON, ELIZABETH, BANCROFT But in the Journal of Pring’s 

Voyage the next year (and Salterne, who was with Pring, had accompanied Gosnold) it is said, “Departing 
hence we bore into that great gulf which Captain Gosnold over-shot the year before. Savage Rock,” which 
some have supposed to be, from the name, the Salvages, a ledge about two miles off Rockport, Cape Ann, was 
probably the Nubble, a large, high rock near the shore, on the east side of York Harbor, Maine. The first land 
made by Gosnold is presumed by experienced navigators to be Cape Elizabeth, on the same coast. (See 
Babson’s History of Gloucester, Massachusetts.) So they sailed round the Cape, calling the southeasterly 
extremity “Point Care,” till they came to an island which they named Martha’s Vineyard (now called No Man’s 
Land), and another on which they dwelt awhile, which they named Elizabeth’s Island, in honor of the queen, 
one of the group since so called, now known by its Indian name Cuttyhunk. There they built a small storehouse, 
the first house built by the English in New England, whose cellar could recently still be seen, made partly of 
stones taken from the beach. Bancroft says (edition of 1837), the ruins of the fort can no longer be discerned. 
They who were to have remained becoming discontented, all together set sail for England with a load of 
sassafras and other commodities, on the 18th of June following. The next year came Martin Pring, looking for 
sassafras, and thereafter they began to come thick and fast, until long after sassafras had lost its reputation.
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Eric the Red


CAPE COD: These are the oldest accounts which we have of Cape Cod, 
unless, perchance, Cape Cod is, as some suppose, the same with that 
“Kial-ar-nes” or Keel-Cape, on which, according to old Icelandic 
manuscripts, Thorwald, son of Eric the Red, after sailing many days 
southwest from Greenland, broke his keel in the year 1004; and where, 
according to another, in some respects less trustworthy manuscript, 
Thor-finn Karlsefne (“that is, one who promises or is destined to be 
an able or great man”; he is said to have had a son born in New 
England, from whom Thorwaldsen the sculptor was descended), sailing 
past, in the year 1007, with his wife Gudrida, Snorre Thorbrandson, 
Biarne Grimolfson, and Thorhall Gamlason, distinguished Norsemen, in 
three ships containing “one hundred and sixty men and all sorts of 
live stock” (probably the first Norway rats among the rest), having 
the land “on the right side” of them, “rowed ashore,” and found 
“auor-aefi (trackless deserts),” and “Strand-ir laang-ar ok sand-ar 
(long narrow beaches and sand-hills),” and “called the shores Furdu-
strand-ir (Wonder-Strands), because the sailing by them seemed 
long.”
According to the Icelandic manuscripts, Thorwald was the first then, 
— unless possibly one Biarne Heriulfson (i.e. son of Heriulf) who 
had been seized with a great desire to travel, sailing from Iceland 
to Greenland in the year 986 to join his father who had migrated 
thither, for he had resolved, says the manuscript, “to spend the 
following winter, like all the preceding ones, with his father,” — 
being driven far to the southwest by a storm, when it cleared up saw 
the low land of Cape Cod looming faintly in the distance; but this 
not answering to the description of Greenland, he put his vessel 
about, and, sailing northward along the coast, at length reached 
Greenland and his father. At any rate, he may put forth a strong 
claim to be regarded as the discoverer of the American continent.
These Northmen were a hardy race, whose younger sons inherited the 
ocean, and traversed it without chart or compass, and they are said 
to have been “the first who learned the art of sailing on a wind.” 
Moreover, they had a habit of casting their door-posts overboard and 
settling wherever they went ashore. But as Biarne, and Thorwald, and 
Thorfinn have not mentioned the latitude and longitude distinctly 
enough, though we have great respect for them as skilful and 
adventurous navigators, we must for the present remain in doubt as 
to what capes they did see. We think that they were considerably 
further north.

Emerson
WALDO EMERSON I did not see why I might not make a book on Cape Cod, as well as my neighbor on “Human 

Culture.”

http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/thumbnails/T/HDT.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/explanation.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/ActiveIndex.pdf


58 Copyright  Austin Meredith

TRAVELED MUCH IN CONCORD MA

HDT WHAT? INDEX

Reverend John Eliot (1604-1690) JOHN ELIOT


CAPE COD: Turning over further in our book, our eyes fell on the 
name of the Rev. Jonathan Bascom, of Orleans: “Senex emunctæ 
naris, doctus, et auctor elegantium verborum, facetus, et dulcis 
festique sermonis.” And, again, on that of the Rev. Nathan Stone, 
of Dennis: “Vir humilis, mitis, blandus, advenarum hospes; [there 
was need of him there]; suis commodis in terrâ non studens, 
reconditis thesauris in cœlo.” An easy virtue that, there, for, 
methinks, no inhabitant of Dennis could be very studious about 
his earthly commodity, but must regard the bulk of his treasures 
as in heaven. But, probably, the most just and pertinent character 
of all, is that which appears to be given to the Rev. Ephraim 
Briggs, of Chatham, in the language of the later Romans: “Seip, 
sepoese, sepoemese, wechekum”– which, not being interpreted, we 
know not what it means, though we have no doubt it occurs 
somewhere in the Scriptures, probably in the Apostle Eliot’s 
Epistle to the Nipmucks.

JOHN ELIOT

Emmons
EMMONS Emmons’s Report of the Mammalia
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Darby Field
WINTHROP, DARBY FIELD, CHAMPLAIN, CARTIER, ROBERVAL, GOSNOLD, VERRAZZANI, GOMEZ, 

BANCROFT, SIR FERDINAND GORGES, THOMAS MORTON, HACKLUYT Even as late as 1633 we 
find Winthrop, the first Governor of the Massachusetts Colony, who was not the most likely to be misinformed, 
who, moreover, has the fame, at least, of having discovered Wachusett Mountain (discerned it forty miles 
inland), talking about the “Great Lake” and the “hideous swamps about it,” near which the Connecticut and 
the “Patomack” took their rise; and among the memorable events of the year 1642 he chronicles Darby Field, 
an Irishman’s expedition to the “White hill,” from whose top he saw eastward what he “judged to be the Gulf 
of Canada,” and westward what he “judged to be the great lake which Canada River comes out of,” and where 
he found much “Muscovy glass,” and “could rive out pieces of forty feet long and seven or eight broad.” While 
the very inhabitants of New England were thus fabling about the country a hundred miles inland, which was 
a terra incognita to them,—or rather many years before the earliest date referred to,—Champlain, the first 
Governor of Canada, not to mention the inland discoveries of Cartier, Roberval, and others, of the preceding. 
It is remarkable that the first, if not the only, part of New England which Cartier saw was Vermont (he also 
saw the mountains of New York), from Montreal Mountain, in 1535, sixty-seven years before Gosnold saw 
Cape Cod. If seeing is discovering,—and that is all that it is proved that Cabot knew of the coast of the United 
States,—then Cartier (to omit Verrazzani and Gomez) was the discoverer of New England rather than Gosnold, 
who is commonly so styled. .d century, and his own earlier voyage, had already gone to war against the 
Iroquois in their forest forts, and penetrated to the Great Lakes and wintered there, before a Pilgrim had heard 
of New England. In Champlain’s “Voyages,” printed in 1613, there is a plate representing a fight in which he 
aided the Canada Indians against the Iroquois, near the south end of Lake Champlain, in July, 1609, eleven 
years before the settlement of Plymouth. Bancroft says he joined the Algonquins in an expedition against the 
Iroquois, or Five Nations, in the northwest of New York. This is that “Great Lake,” which the English, hearing 
some rumor of from the French, long after, locate in an “Imaginary Province called Laconia, and spent several 
years about 1630 in the vain attempt to discover.” (Sir Ferdinand Gorges, in Maine Hist. Coll., Vol. II. p. 68.) 
Thomas Morton has a chapter on this “Great Lake.” In the edition of Champlain’s map dated 1632, the Falls 
of Niagara appear; and in a great lake northwest of Mer Douce (Lake Huron) there is an island represented, 
over which is written, “Isle ouil y a une mine de cuivre,”—”Island where there is a mine of copper.” This will 
do for an offset to our Governor’s “Muscovy Glass.” Of all these adventures and discoveries we have a minute 
and faithful account, giving facts and dates as well as charts and soundings, all scientific and Frenchman-like, 
with scarcely one fable or traveller’s story. Probably Cape Cod was visited by Europeans long before the 
seventeenth century. It may be that Cabot himself beheld it. Verrazzani, in 1524, according to his own account, 
spent fifteen days on our coast, in latitude 41;dg 40;pr, (some suppose in the harbor of Newport,) and often 
went five or six leagues into the interior there, and he says that he sailed thence at once one hundred and fifty 
leagues northeasterly, always in sight of the coast. There is a chart in Hackluyt’s “Divers Voyages,” made 
according to Verrazzani’s plot, which last is praised for its accuracy by Hackluyt, but I cannot distinguish Cape 
Cod on it, unless it is the “C. Arenas,” which is in the right latitude, though ten degrees west of “Claudia,” 
which is thought to be Block Island. 

Nathaniel Freeman
JOSEPH DOANE, NATHANIEL FREEMAN The council convened at the desire of two divine philosophers, 

Joseph Doane and Nathaniel Freeman.
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James Freeman
JAMES FREEMAN James Freeman stated in his day that above three miles had been added to Monomoy Beach 

during the previous fifty years, and it is said to be still extending as fast as ever. 

Sir John Franklin
SIR JOHN FRANKLIN Sir John Franklin, for instance, says in his Narrative, that when he was on the shore of the 

Polar Sea, the horizontal refraction varied so much one morning that “the upper limb of the sun twice appeared 
at the horizon before it finally rose.”


CAPE COD: I was told by the next keeper, that on the 8th of June 
following, a particularly clear and beautiful morning, he rose about 
half an hour before sunrise, and having a little time to spare, for 
his custom was to extinguish his lights at sunrise, walked down 
toward the shore to see what he might find. When he got to the edge 
of the bank he looked up, and, to his astonishment, saw the sun 
rising, and already part way above the horizon. Thinking that his 
clock was wrong, he made haste back, and though it was still too 
early by the clock, extinguished his lamps, and when he had got 
through and come down, he looked out the window, and, to his still 
greater astonishment, saw the sun just where it was before, two 
thirds above the horizon. He showed me where its rays fell on the 
wall across the room. He proceeded to make a fire, and when he had 
done, there was the sun still at the same height. Whereupon, not 
trusting to his own eyes any longer, he called up his wife to look 
at it, and she saw it also. There were vessels in sight on the ocean, 
and their crews, too, he said, must have seen it, for its rays fell 
on them. It remained at that height for about fifteen minutes by the 
clock, and then rose as usual, and nothing else extraordinary 
happened during that day. Though accustomed to the coast, he had 
never witnessed nor heard of such a phenomenon before. I suggested 
that there might have been a cloud in the horizon invisible to him, 
which rose with the sun, and his clock was only as accurate as the 
average; or perhaps, as he denied the possibility of this, it was 
such a looming of the sun as is said to occur at Lake Superior and 
elsewhere. Sir John Franklin, for instance, says in his Narrative, 
that when he was on the shore of the Polar Sea, the horizontal 
refraction varied so much one morning that “the upper limb of the 
sun twice appeared at the horizon before it finally rose.”
He certainly must be a son of Aurora to whom the sun looms, when 
there are so many millions to whom it glooms rather, or who never 
see it till an hour after it has risen. But it behooves us old stagers 
to keep our lamps trimmed and burning to the last, and not trust to 
the sun’s looming.
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The Captain of the Franklin
CAPTAIN OF FRANKLIN We soon after met a wrecker, with a grapple and a rope, who said that he was looking 

for tow cloth, which had made part of the cargo of the ship Franklin, which was wrecked here in the spring, at 
which time nine or ten lives were lost. The reader may remember this wreck, from the circumstance that a letter 
was found in the captain’s valise, which washed ashore, directing him to wreck the vessel, before he got to 
America, and from the trial which took place in consequence. The wrecker said that tow cloth was still cast up 
in such storms as this.

Francis I
DR. CHARLES T. JACKSON, JUDGE HALIBURTON, CHAMPLAIN, CHARLEVOIX, CABOT, BIDDLE, 

MILLER, VERRAZZANI, FRANCIS I, HENRY VII, DENYS OF HONFLEUR Dr. Charles T. Jackson tells 
me that, in the course of a geological survey in 1827, he discovered a gravestone, a slab of trap rock, on Goat 
Island, opposite Annapolis (Port Royal), in Nova Scotia, bearing a Masonic coat-of-arms and the date 1606, 
which is fourteen years earlier than the landing of the Pilgrims. This was left in the possession of Judge 
Haliburton, of Nova Scotia. There were Jesuit priests in what has since been called New England, converting 
the savages at Mount Desert, then St. Savior, in 1613,—having come over to Port Royal in 1611, though they 
were almost immediately interrupted by the English, years before the Pilgrims came hither to enjoy their own 
religion. This according to Champlain. Charlevoix says the same; and after coming from France in 1611, went 
west from Port Royal along the coast as far as the Kennebec in 1612, and were then carried from Port Royal 
to Mount Desert. Indeed, the Englishman’s history of New England commences, only when it ceases to be, 
New France. Though Cabot was the first to discover the continent of North America, Champlain, in the edition 
of his “Voyages” printed in 1632, after the English had for a season got possession of Quebec and Port Royal, 
complains with no little justice: “The common consent of all Europe is to represent New France as extending 
at least to the thirty-fifth and thirty-sixth degrees of latitude, as appears by the maps of the world printed in 
Spain, Italy, Holland, Flanders, Germany, and England, until they possessed themselves of the coasts of New 
France, where are Acadie, the Etchemins (Maine and New Brunswick), the Almouchicois (Massachusetts?), 
and the Great River St. Lawrence, where they have imposed, according to their fancy, such names as New 
England, Scotland, and others; but it is not easy to efface the memory of a thing which is known to all 
Christendom.” That Cabot merely landed on the uninhabitable shore of Labrador, gave the English no just title 
to New England, or to the United States generally, any more than to Patagonia. His careful biographer (Biddle) 
is not certain in what voyage he ran down the coast of the United States, as is reported, and no one tells us what 
he saw. Miller, in the New York Hist. Coll., Vol. I. p. 23, says he does not appear to have landed anywhere. 
Contrast with this Verrazzani’s tarrying fifteen days at one place on the New England coast, and making 
frequent excursions into the interior thence. It chances that the latter’s letter to Francis I., in 1524, contains 
“the earliest original account extant of the Atlantic coast of the United States”; and even from that time the 
northern part of it began to be called La Terra Francese, or French Land. A part of it was called New Holland 
before it was called New England. The English were very backward to explore and settle the continent which 
they had stumbled upon. The French preceded them both in their attempts to colonize the continent of North 
America (Carolina and Florida, 1562-4), and in their first permanent settlement (Port Royal, 1605); and the 
right of possession, naturally enough, was the one which England mainly respected and recognized in the case 
of Spain, of Portugal, and also of France, from the time of Henry VII. The explorations of the French gave to 
the world the first valuable maps of these coasts. Denys of Honfleur made a map of the Gulf of St. Lawrence 
in 1506. 
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Dr. Augustus Addison Gould


CAPE COD: The Greeks would not have called the ocean  or 
unfruitful, though it does not produce wheat, if they had viewed 
it by the light of modern science, for naturalists now assert that 
“the sea, and not the land, is the principal seat of life,”– 
though not of vegetable life. Darwin affirms that “our most 
thickly inhabited forests appear almost as deserts when we come 
to compare them with the corresponding regions of the ocean.” 
Agassiz and Gould tell us that “the sea teems with animals of all 
classes, far beyond the extreme limit of flowering plants”; but 
they add, that “experiments of dredging in very deep water have 
also taught us that the abyss of the ocean is nearly a desert”; 
–“so that modern investigations,” to quote the words of Desor, 
“merely go to confirm the great idea which was vaguely anticipated 
by the ancient poets and philosophers, that the Ocean is the 
origin of all things.” Yet marine animals and plants hold a lower 
rank in the scale of being than land animals and plants. “There 
is no instance known,” says Desor, “of an animal becoming aquatic 
in its perfect state, after having lived in its lower stage on 
dry land,” but as in the case of the tadpole, “the progress 
invariably points towards the dry land.” In short, the dry land 
itself came through and out of the water on its way to the 
heavens, for, “in going back through the geological ages, we come 
to an epoch when, according to all appearances, the dry land did 
not exist, and when the surface of our globe was entirely covered 
with water.” We looked on the sea, then, once more, not as 

, or unfruitful, but as it has been more truly called, 
the “laboratory of continents.”

PIERRE JEAN ÉDOUARD DESOR

AGASSIZ & GOULD

CHARLES DARWIN
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CAPE COD: We afterward saw some other kinds on the Bay side. Gould 
states that this Cape “has hitherto proved a barrier to the 
migrations of many species of Mollusca.” –“Of the one hundred and 
ninety-seven species [which he described in 1840 as belonging to 
Massachusetts], eighty-three do not pass to the South shore, and 
fifty are not found on the North shore of the Cape.”

AUGUSTUS ADDISON GOULD
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Thorhall Gamlason


CAPE COD: These are the oldest accounts which we have of Cape Cod, 
unless, perchance, Cape Cod is, as some suppose, the same with that 
“Kial-ar-nes” or Keel-Cape, on which, according to old Icelandic 
manuscripts, Thorwald, son of Eric the Red, after sailing many days 
southwest from Greenland, broke his keel in the year 1004; and where, 
according to another, in some respects less trustworthy manuscript, 
Thor-finn Karlsefne (“that is, one who promises or is destined to be 
an able or great man”; he is said to have had a son born in New 
England, from whom Thorwaldsen the sculptor was descended), sailing 
past, in the year 1007, with his wife Gudrida, Snorre Thorbrandson, 
Biarne Grimolfson, and Thorhall Gamlason, distinguished Norsemen, in 
three ships containing “one hundred and sixty men and all sorts of 
live stock” (probably the first Norway rats among the rest), having 
the land “on the right side” of them, “rowed ashore,” and found 
“auor-aefi (trackless deserts),” and “Strand-ir laang-ar ok sand-ar 
(long narrow beaches and sand-hills),” and “called the shores Furdu-
strand-ir (Wonder-Strands), because the sailing by them seemed 
long.”
According to the Icelandic manuscripts, Thorwald was the first then, 
— unless possibly one Biarne Heriulfson (i.e. son of Heriulf) who 
had been seized with a great desire to travel, sailing from Iceland 
to Greenland in the year 986 to join his father who had migrated 
thither, for he had resolved, says the manuscript, “to spend the 
following winter, like all the preceding ones, with his father,” — 
being driven far to the southwest by a storm, when it cleared up saw 
the low land of Cape Cod looming faintly in the distance; but this 
not answering to the description of Greenland, he put his vessel 
about, and, sailing northward along the coast, at length reached 
Greenland and his father. At any rate, he may put forth a strong 
claim to be regarded as the discoverer of the American continent.
These Northmen were a hardy race, whose younger sons inherited the 
ocean, and traversed it without chart or compass, and they are said 
to have been “the first who learned the art of sailing on a wind.” 
Moreover, they had a habit of casting their door-posts overboard and 
settling wherever they went ashore. But as Biarne, and Thorwald, and 
Thorfinn have not mentioned the latitude and longitude distinctly 
enough, though we have great respect for them as skilful and 
adventurous navigators, we must for the present remain in doubt as 
to what capes they did see. We think that they were considerably 
further north.
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Gudrina


CAPE COD: These are the oldest accounts which we have of Cape Cod, 
unless, perchance, Cape Cod is, as some suppose, the same with that 
“Kial-ar-nes” or Keel-Cape, on which, according to old Icelandic 
manuscripts, Thorwald, son of Eric the Red, after sailing many days 
southwest from Greenland, broke his keel in the year 1004; and where, 
according to another, in some respects less trustworthy manuscript, 
Thor-finn Karlsefne (“that is, one who promises or is destined to be 
an able or great man”; he is said to have had a son born in New 
England, from whom Thorwaldsen the sculptor was descended), sailing 
past, in the year 1007, with his wife Gudrida, Snorre Thorbrandson, 
Biarne Grimolfson, and Thorhall Gamlason, distinguished Norsemen, in 
three ships containing “one hundred and sixty men and all sorts of 
live stock” (probably the first Norway rats among the rest), having 
the land “on the right side” of them, “rowed ashore,” and found 
“auor-aefi (trackless deserts),” and “Strand-ir laang-ar ok sand-ar 
(long narrow beaches and sand-hills),” and “called the shores Furdu-
strand-ir (Wonder-Strands), because the sailing by them seemed 
long.”
According to the Icelandic manuscripts, Thorwald was the first then, 
— unless possibly one Biarne Heriulfson (i.e. son of Heriulf) who 
had been seized with a great desire to travel, sailing from Iceland 
to Greenland in the year 986 to join his father who had migrated 
thither, for he had resolved, says the manuscript, “to spend the 
following winter, like all the preceding ones, with his father,” — 
being driven far to the southwest by a storm, when it cleared up saw 
the low land of Cape Cod looming faintly in the distance; but this 
not answering to the description of Greenland, he put his vessel 
about, and, sailing northward along the coast, at length reached 
Greenland and his father. At any rate, he may put forth a strong 
claim to be regarded as the discoverer of the American continent.
These Northmen were a hardy race, whose younger sons inherited the 
ocean, and traversed it without chart or compass, and they are said 
to have been “the first who learned the art of sailing on a wind.” 
Moreover, they had a habit of casting their door-posts overboard and 
settling wherever they went ashore. But as Biarne, and Thorwald, and 
Thorfinn have not mentioned the latitude and longitude distinctly 
enough, though we have great respect for them as skilful and 
adventurous navigators, we must for the present remain in doubt as 
to what capes they did see. We think that they were considerably 
further north.

George
GEORGE, WOLFE Next (?) came the fort on George’s Island. These are bungling contrivances: not our fortes, but 

our foibles. Wolfe sailed by the strongest fort in North America in the dark, and took it.
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King George III
KING GEORGE III “King George the Third,” said he, “laid out a road four rods wide and straight the whole length 

of the Cape,” but where it was now he could not tell.

Professor Arnold Henri Guyot


CAPE COD: I have been surprised to discover from a steamer the 
shallowness of Massachusetts Bay itself. Off Billingsgate Point 
I could have touched the bottom with a pole, and I plainly saw it 
variously shaded with sea-weed, at five or six miles from the 
shore. This is “The Shoal-ground of the Cape,” it is true, but 
elsewhere the Bay is not much deeper than a country pond. We are 
told that the deepest water in the English Channel between 
Shakespeare’s Cliff and Cape Grinez, in France, is one hundred 
and eighty feet; and Guyot says that “the Baltic Sea has a depth 
of only one hundred and twenty feet between the coasts of Germany 
and those of Sweden,” and “the Adriatic between Venice and Trieste 
has a depth of only one hundred and thirty feet.” A pond in my 
native town, only half a mile long, is more than one hundred feet 
deep.

ARNOLD HENRI GUYOT

Gesner
GESNER, DR. CAJUS He tells us also that Gesner learned from Dr. Cajus that there were enough there to supply 

thousands of men. He goes on to say that “they without doubt grew there many years before, but were not 
observed till hunger made them take notice of them, and quickened their invention, which commonly in our 
people is very dull, especially in finding out food of this nature. 

Sir Humphrey Gilbert
SIR HUMPHREY GILBERT I could then appreciate the heroism of the old navigator, Sir Humphrey Gilbert, of 

whom it is related, that being overtaken by a storm when on his return from America, in the year 1583, far 
northeastward from where we were, sitting abaft with a book in his hand, just before he was swallowed up in 
the deep, he cried out to his comrades in the Hind, as they came within hearing, “We are as near to Heaven by 
sea as by land.” 

CHAMPLAIN, SIEUR DE MONTS, LESCARBOT, CAPTAIN SAVALET, RAMUSIO, DE LA ROCHE, 
GILBERT, BARON DE LARI, SAINT JUST, CHARLEVOIX, HALIBURTON, BANCROFT In 1604, 
Champlain being sent by the Sieur de Monts to explore the coast of Norumbegue, sailed up the Penobscot 
twenty-two or twenty-three leagues from “Isle Haute,” or till he was stopped by the falls. He says: “I think that 
this river is that which many pilots and historians call Norembegue, and which the greater part have described 
as great and spacious, with numerous islands; and its entrance in the forty-third or forty-third and one half, or, 
according to others, the forty-fourth degree of latitude, more or less.” He is convinced that “the greater part” 
of those who speak of a great city there have never seen it, but repeat a mere rumor, but he thinks that some 
have seen the mouth of the river since it answers to their description. Under date of 1607 Champlain writes: 
“Three or four leagues north of the Cap de Poitrincourt we found a cross, which was very old, covered with 
moss and almost all decayed, which was an evident sign that there had formerly been Christians there.” Also 
the following passage from Lescarbot will show how much the neighboring coasts were frequented by 
Europeans in the sixteenth century. Speaking of his return from Port Royal to France in 1607, he says: “At last, 
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within four leagues of Campseau, we arrived at a harbor, where a worthy old gentleman from St. John de Lus, 
named Captain Savalet, was fishing, who received us with the utmost courtesy. And as this harbor, which is 
small, but very good, has no name, I have given it on my geographical chart the name of Savalet. This worthy 
man told us that this voyage was the forty-second which he had made to those parts, and yet the 
Newfoundlanders make only one a year. He was wonderfully content with his fishery, and informed us that he 
made daily fifty crowns’ worth of cod, and that his voyage would be worth ten thousand francs. He had sixteen 
men in his employ; and his vessel was of eighty tons, which could carry a hundred thousand dry cod.” (Histoire 
de la Nouvelle France, 1612.) They dried their fish on the rocks on shore. The “Isola della Rena” (Sable 
Island?) appears on the chart of “Nuova Francia” and Norumbega, accompanying the “Discourse” above 
referred to in Ramusio’s third volume, edition 1556-65. Champlain speaks of there being at the Isle of Sable, 
in 1604, “grass pastured by oxen (boeufs) and cows which the Portuguese carried there more than sixty years 
ago,” i. e. sixty years before 1613; in a later edition he says, which came out of a Spanish vessel which was 
lost in endeavoring to settle on the isle of Cape Breton; and he states that De la Roche’s men, who were left 
on this island seven years from 1598, lived on the flesh of these cattle which they found “en quantitae,” and 
built houses out of the wrecks of vessels which came to the island (perhaps Gilbert’s), there being no wood or 
stone. Lescarbot says that they lived “on fish and the milk of cows left there about eighty years before by Baron 
de Leri and Saint Just.” Charlevoix says they ate up the cattle and then lived on fish. Haliburton speaks of cattle 
left there as a rumor. De Leri and Saint Just had suggested plans of colonization on the Isle of Sable as early 
as 1518 (1508?) according to Bancroft, referring to Charlevoix. These are but a few of the instances which I 
might quote. 

Captain Bartholomew Gosnold
MARTIN PRING, SALTERNE, GOSNOLD, BABSON, ELIZABETH, BANCROFT But in the Journal of Pring’s 

Voyage the next year (and Salterne, who was with Pring, had accompanied Gosnold) it is said, “Departing 
hence we bore into that great gulf which Captain Gosnold over-shot the year before. Savage Rock,” which 
some have supposed to be, from the name, the Salvages, a ledge about two miles off Rockport, Cape Ann, was 
probably the Nubble, a large, high rock near the shore, on the east side of York Harbor, Maine. The first land 
made by Gosnold is presumed by experienced navigators to be Cape Elizabeth, on the same coast. (See 
Babson’s History of Gloucester, Massachusetts.) So they sailed round the Cape, calling the southeasterly 
extremity “Point Care,” till they came to an island which they named Martha’s Vineyard (now called No Man’s 
Land), and another on which they dwelt awhile, which they named Elizabeth’s Island, in honor of the queen, 
one of the group since so called, now known by its Indian name Cuttyhunk. There they built a small storehouse, 
the first house built by the English in New England, whose cellar could recently still be seen, made partly of 
stones taken from the beach. Bancroft says (edition of 1837), the ruins of the fort can no longer be discerned. 
They who were to have remained becoming discontented, all together set sail for England with a load of 
sassafras and other commodities, on the 18th of June following. The next year came Martin Pring, looking for 
sassafras, and thereafter they began to come thick and fast, until long after sassafras had lost its reputation.
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CAPE COD: Cape Cod is commonly said to have been discovered in 
1602. We will consider at length under what circumstances, and 
with what observation and expectations, the first Englishmen whom 
history clearly discerns approached the coast of New England. 
According to the accounts of Archer and Brereton (both of whom 
accompanied Gosnold), on the 26th of March, 1602, old style, 
Captain Bartholomew Gosnold set sail from Falmouth, England, for 
the North Part of Virginia, in a small bark called the Concord, 
they being in all, says one account, “thirty-two persons, whereof 
eight mariners and sailors, twelve purposing upon the discovery 
to return with the ship for England, the rest remain there for 
population.” This is regarded as “the first attempt of the English 
to make a settlement within the limits of New England.” Pursuing 
a new and a shorter course than the usual one by the Canaries, 
“the 14th of April following” they “had sight of Saint Mary’s, an 
island of the Azores.” As their sailors were few and “none of the 
best,” (I use their own phrases,) and they were “going upon an 
unknown coast,” they were not “over-bold to stand in with the 
shore but in open weather”; so they made their first discovery of 
land with the lead. The 23d of April the ocean appeared yellow, 
but on taking up some of the water in a bucket, “it altered not 
either in color or taste from the sea azure.” The 7th of May they 
saw divers birds whose names they knew, and many others in their 
“English tongue of no name.” The 8th of May “the water changed to 
a yellowish green, where at seventy fathoms” they “had ground.” 
The 9th, they had upon their lead “many glittering stones,” — 
“which might promise some mineral matter in the bottom.” The 10th, 
they were over a bank which they thought to be near the western 
end of St. John’s Island, and saw schools of fish. The 12th, they 
say, “continually passed fleeting by us sea-oare, which seemed to 
have their movable course towards the northeast.” On the 13th, 
they observed “great beds of weeds, much wood, and divers things 
else floating by,” and “had smelling of the shore much as from 
the southern Cape and Andalusia in Spain.” On Friday, the 14th, 
early in the morning they descried land on the north, in the 
latitude of forty-three degrees, apparently some part of the 
coast of Maine. Williamson (History of Maine) says it certainly 
could not have been south of the central Isle of Shoals. Belknap 
inclines to think it the south side of Cape Ann. Standing fair 
along by the shore, about twelve o’clock the same day, they came 
to anchor and were visited by eight savages, who came off to them 
“in a Biscay shallop, with sail and oars,” — “an iron grapple, 
and a kettle of copper.” These they at first mistook for 
“Christians distressed.” One of them was “apparelled with a 
waistcoat and breeches of black serge, made after our sea-
fashion, hoes and shoes on his feet; all the rest (saving one that 
had a pair of breeches of blue cloth) were naked.” They appeared 
to have had dealings with “some Basques of St. John de Luz, and 
to understand much more than we,” say the English, “for want of 
language, could comprehend.” But they soon “set sail westward, 
leaving them and their coast.” (This was a remarkable discovery 
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WINTHROP, DARBY FIELD, CHAMPLAIN, CARTIER, ROBERVAL, GOSNOLD, VERRAZZANI, GOMEZ, 
BANCROFT, SIR FERDINAND GORGES, THOMAS MORTON, HACKLUYT Even as late as 1633 we 
find Winthrop, the first Governor of the Massachusetts Colony, who was not the most likely to be misinformed, 
who, moreover, has the fame, at least, of having discovered Wachusett Mountain (discerned it forty miles 
inland), talking about the “Great Lake” and the “hideous swamps about it,” near which the Connecticut and 
the “Patomack” took their rise; and among the memorable events of the year 1642 he chronicles Darby Field, 
an Irishman’s expedition to the “White hill,” from whose top he saw eastward what he “judged to be the Gulf 
of Canada,” and westward what he “judged to be the great lake which Canada River comes out of,” and where 
he found much “Muscovy glass,” and “could rive out pieces of forty feet long and seven or eight broad.” While 
the very inhabitants of New England were thus fabling about the country a hundred miles inland, which was 
a terra incognita to them,—or rather many years before the earliest date referred to,—Champlain, the first 
Governor of Canada, not to mention the inland discoveries of Cartier, Roberval, and others, of the preceding. 
It is remarkable that the first, if not the only, part of New England which Cartier saw was Vermont (he also 
saw the mountains of New York), from Montreal Mountain, in 1535, sixty-seven years before Gosnold saw 
Cape Cod. If seeing is discovering,—and that is all that it is proved that Cabot knew of the coast of the United 
States,—then Cartier (to omit Verrazzani and Gomez) was the discoverer of New England rather than Gosnold, 
who is commonly so styled. .d century, and his own earlier voyage, had already gone to war against the 
Iroquois in their forest forts, and penetrated to the Great Lakes and wintered there, before a Pilgrim had heard 
of New England. In Champlain’s “Voyages,” printed in 1613, there is a plate representing a fight in which he 
aided the Canada Indians against the Iroquois, near the south end of Lake Champlain, in July, 1609, eleven 
years before the settlement of Plymouth. Bancroft says he joined the Algonquins in an expedition against the 
Iroquois, or Five Nations, in the northwest of New York. This is that “Great Lake,” which the English, hearing 
some rumor of from the French, long after, locate in an “Imaginary Province called Laconia, and spent several 
years about 1630 in the vain attempt to discover.” (Sir Ferdinand Gorges, in Maine Hist. Coll., Vol. II. p. 68.) 
Thomas Morton has a chapter on this “Great Lake.” In the edition of Champlain’s map dated 1632, the Falls 
of Niagara appear; and in a great lake northwest of Mer Douce (Lake Huron) there is an island represented, 
over which is written, “Isle ouil y a une mine de cuivre,”—”Island where there is a mine of copper.” This will 
do for an offset to our Governor’s “Muscovy Glass.” Of all these adventures and discoveries we have a minute 
and faithful account, giving facts and dates as well as charts and soundings, all scientific and Frenchman-like, 
with scarcely one fable or traveller’s story. Probably Cape Cod was visited by Europeans long before the 
seventeenth century. It may be that Cabot himself beheld it. Verrazzani, in 1524, according to his own account, 
spent fifteen days on our coast, in latitude 41;dg 40;pr, (some suppose in the harbor of Newport,) and often 
went five or six leagues into the interior there, and he says that he sailed thence at once one hundred and fifty 
leagues northeasterly, always in sight of the coast. There is a chart in Hackluyt’s “Divers Voyages,” made 
according to Verrazzani’s plot, which last is praised for its accuracy by Hackluyt, but I cannot distinguish Cape 
Cod on it, unless it is the “C. Arenas,” which is in the right latitude, though ten degrees west of “Claudia,” 
which is thought to be Block Island. 

GOSNOLD The places which I have described may seem strange and remote to my townsmen,—indeed, from 
Boston to Provincetown is twice as far as from England to France; yet step into the cars, and in six hours you 
may stand on those four planks, and see the Cape which Gosnold is said to have discovered, and which I have 
so poorly described.

CAPTAIN BARTHOLOMEW GOSNOLD that “great store of codfish” which Captain Bartholomew Gosnold 
caught there in 1602
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PRINCE WILLIAMSON DE MONTS BANCROFT LONGFELLOW GOSNOLD It is not generally remembered, 
if known, by the descendants of the Pilgrims, that when their forefathers were spending their first memorable 
winter in the New World, they had for neighbors a colony of French no further off than Port Royal (Annapolis, 
Nova Scotia), three hundred miles distant (Prince seems to make it about five hundred miles); where, in spite 
of many vicissitudes, they had been for fifteen years. They built a grist-mill there as early as 1606; also made 
bricks and turpentine on a stream, Williamson says, in 1606. De Monts, who was a Protestant, brought his 
minister with him, who came to blows with the Catholic priest on the subject of religion. Though these 
founders of Acadie endured no less than the Pilgrims, and about the same proportion of them—thirty-five out 
of seventy-nine (Williamson’s Maine says thirty-six out of seventy)—died the first winter at St. Croix, 1604-
5, sixteen years earlier, no orator, to my knowledge, has ever celebrated their enterprise (Williamson’s History 
of Maine does considerably), while the trials which their successors and descendants endured at the hands of 
the English have furnished a theme for both the historian and poet. (See Bancroft’s History and Longfellow’s 
Evangeline.) The remains of their fort at St. Croix were discovered at the end of the last century, and helped 
decide where the true St. Croix, our boundary, was. The very gravestones of those Frenchmen are probably 
older than the oldest English monument in New England north of the Elizabeth Islands, or perhaps anywhere 
in New England, for if there are any traces of Gosnold’s storehouse left, his strong works are gone. Bancroft 
says, advisedly, in 1834, “It requires a believing eye to discern the ruins of the fort”; and that there were no 
ruins of a fort in 1837. 

Gookin
RICHARD BOURNE, GOOKIN These were the Indians concerning whom their first teacher, Richard Bourne, 

wrote to Gookin in 1674, that he had been to see one who was sick, “and there came from him very savory and 
heavenly expressions,” but, with regard to the mass of them, he says, “the truth is, that many of them are very 
loose in their course, to my heart-breaking sorrow.” 
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John Gerard


CAPE COD: Old Gerard, the English herbalist, says, p. 1250: “I find 
mention in Stowe’s Chronicle, in Anno 1555, of a certain pulse or 
pease, as they term it, wherewith the poor people at that time, 
there being a great dearth, were miraculously helped: he thus 
mentions it. In the month of August (saith he), in Suffolke, at 
a place by the sea side all of hard stone and pibble, called in 
those parts a shelf, lying between the towns of Orford and 
Aldborough, where neither grew grass nor any earth was ever seen; 
it chanced in this barren place suddenly to spring up without any 
tillage or sowing, great abundance of peason, whereof the poor 
gathered (as men judged) above one hundred quarters, yet remained 
some ripe and some blossoming, as many as ever there were before: 
to the which place rode the Bishop of Norwich and the Lord 
Willoughby, with others in great number, who found nothing but 
hard, rocky stone the space of three yards under the roots of 
these peason, which roots were great and long, and very sweet.” 
He tells us also that Gesner learned from Dr. Cajus that there 
were enough there to supply thousands of men. He goes on to say 
that “they without doubt grew there many years before, but were 
not observed till hunger made them take notice of them, and 
quickened their invention, which commonly in our people is very 
dull, especially in finding out food of this nature. My worshipful 
friend Dr. Argent hath told me that many years ago he was in this 
place, and caused his man to pull among the beach with his hands, 
and follow the roots so long until he got some equal in length 
unto his height, yet could come to no ends of them.” Gerard never 
saw them, and is not certain what kind they were.

Sir Ferdinand Gorges
WINTHROP, DARBY FIELD, CHAMPLAIN, CARTIER, ROBERVAL, GOSNOLD, VERRAZZANI, GOMEZ, 

BANCROFT, SIR FERDINAND GORGES, THOMAS MORTON, HACKLUYT Even as late as 1633 we 
find Winthrop, the first Governor of the Massachusetts Colony, who was not the most likely to be misinformed, 
who, moreover, has the fame, at least, of having discovered Wachusett Mountain (discerned it forty miles 
inland), talking about the “Great Lake” and the “hideous swamps about it,” near which the Connecticut and 
the “Patomack” took their rise; and among the memorable events of the year 1642 he chronicles Darby Field, 
an Irishman’s expedition to the “White hill,” from whose top he saw eastward what he “judged to be the Gulf 
of Canada,” and westward what he “judged to be the great lake which Canada River comes out of,” and where 
he found much “Muscovy glass,” and “could rive out pieces of forty feet long and seven or eight broad.” While 
the very inhabitants of New England were thus fabling about the country a hundred miles inland, which was 
a terra incognita to them,—or rather many years before the earliest date referred to,—Champlain, the first 
Governor of Canada, not to mention the inland discoveries of Cartier, Roberval, and others, of the preceding. 
It is remarkable that the first, if not the only, part of New England which Cartier saw was Vermont (he also 
saw the mountains of New York), from Montreal Mountain, in 1535, sixty-seven years before Gosnold saw 
Cape Cod. If seeing is discovering,—and that is all that it is proved that Cabot knew of the coast of the United 
States,—then Cartier (to omit Verrazzani and Gomez) was the discoverer of New England rather than Gosnold, 
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who is commonly so styled. .d century, and his own earlier voyage, had already gone to war against the 
Iroquois in their forest forts, and penetrated to the Great Lakes and wintered there, before a Pilgrim had heard 
of New England. In Champlain’s “Voyages,” printed in 1613, there is a plate representing a fight in which he 
aided the Canada Indians against the Iroquois, near the south end of Lake Champlain, in July, 1609, eleven 
years before the settlement of Plymouth. Bancroft says he joined the Algonquins in an expedition against the 
Iroquois, or Five Nations, in the northwest of New York. This is that “Great Lake,” which the English, hearing 
some rumor of from the French, long after, locate in an “Imaginary Province called Laconia, and spent several 
years about 1630 in the vain attempt to discover.” (Sir Ferdinand Gorges, in Maine Hist. Coll., Vol. II. p. 68.) 
Thomas Morton has a chapter on this “Great Lake.” In the edition of Champlain’s map dated 1632, the Falls 
of Niagara appear; and in a great lake northwest of Mer Douce (Lake Huron) there is an island represented, 
over which is written, “Isle ouil y a une mine de cuivre,”—”Island where there is a mine of copper.” This will 
do for an offset to our Governor’s “Muscovy Glass.” Of all these adventures and discoveries we have a minute 
and faithful account, giving facts and dates as well as charts and soundings, all scientific and Frenchman-like, 
with scarcely one fable or traveller’s story. Probably Cape Cod was visited by Europeans long before the 
seventeenth century. It may be that Cabot himself beheld it. Verrazzani, in 1524, according to his own account, 
spent fifteen days on our coast, in latitude 41;dg 40;pr, (some suppose in the harbor of Newport,) and often 
went five or six leagues into the interior there, and he says that he sailed thence at once one hundred and fifty 
leagues northeasterly, always in sight of the coast. There is a chart in Hackluyt’s “Divers Voyages,” made 
according to Verrazzani’s plot, which last is praised for its accuracy by Hackluyt, but I cannot distinguish Cape 
Cod on it, unless it is the “C. Arenas,” which is in the right latitude, though ten degrees west of “Claudia,” 
which is thought to be Block Island. 

CHAMPLAIN BANCROFT LESCARBOT DE MONTS HOLMES HILDRETH BARRY PRING PURCHAS 
HALIBURTION BELKNAP WEYMOUTH SIR F. GORGES JOHN SMITH DES BARRES POINT-
GRAVAE POITRINCOURT Bancroft does not mention Champlain at all among the authorities for De Monts’ 
expedition, nor does he say that he ever visited the coast of New England. Though he bore the title of pilot to 
De Monts, he was, in another sense, the leading spirit, as well as the historian of the expedition. Holmes, 
Hildreth, and Barry, and apparently all our historians who mention Champlain, refer to the edition of 1632, in 
which all the separate charts of our harbors, and about one half the narrative, are omitted; for the author 
explored so many lands afterward that he could afford to forget a part of what he had done. Hildreth, speaking 
of De Monts’s expedition, says that “he looked into the Penobscot, which Pring had discovered two years 
before,” saying nothing about Champlain’s extensive exploration of it for De Monts in 1604 (Holmes says 
1608, and refers to Purchas); also that he followed in the track of Pring along the coast “to Cape Cod, which 
he called Malabarre.” (Haliburton had made the same statement before him in 1829. He called it Cap Blanc, 
and Malle Barre (the Bad Bar) was the name given to a harbor on the east side of the Cape.) Pring says nothing 
about a river there. Belknap says that Weymouth discovered it in 1605. Sir F. Gorges says, in his narration 
(Maine Hist. Coll., Vol. II. p. 19), 1658, that Pring in 1606 “made a perfect discovery of all the rivers and 
harbors.” This is the most I can find. Bancroft makes Champlain to have discovered more western rivers in 
Maine, not naming the Penobscot; he, however, must have been the discoverer of distances on this river (see 
Belknap, p. 147). Pring was absent from England only about six months, and sailed by this part of Cape Cod 
(Malebarre) because it yielded no sassafras, while the French, who probably had not heard of Pring, were 
patiently for years exploring the coast in search of a place of settlement, sounding and surveying its harbors. 
John Smith’s map, published in 1616, from observations in 1614-15, is by many regarded as the oldest map of 
New England. It is the first that was made after this country was called New England, for he so called it; but 
in Champlain’s “Voyages,” edition 1613, (and Lescarbot, in 1612, quotes a still earlier account of his voyage,) 
there is a map of it made when it was known to Christendom as New France, called Carte Gaeographique de 
laNouvelle Franse faictte par le Sieur de Champlain Saint TongoisCappitaine ordinaire pour le roi en la 
Marine,—faict l’en 1612, from his observations between 1604 and 1607; a map extending from Labrador to 
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Cape Cod and westward to the Great Lakes, and crowded with information, geographical, ethnographical, 
zoological, and botanical. He even gives the variation of the compass as observed by himself at that date on 
many parts of the coast. This, taken together with the many separate charts of harbors and their soundings on 
a large scale, which this volume contains,—among the rest, Qui ni be quy (Kennebec), Chouacoit R. (Saco R.), 
Le Beauport, Port St. Louis (near Cape Ann), and others on our coast,—but which are not in the edition of 
1632, makes this a completer map of the New England and adjacent northern coast than was made for half a 
century afterward, almost, we might be allowed to say, till another Frenchman, Des Barres, made another for 
us, which only our late Coast Survey has superseded. Most of the maps of this coast made for a long time after 
betray their indebtedness to Champlain. He was a skilful navigator, a man of science, and geographer to the 
King of France. He crossed the Atlantic about twenty times, and made nothing of it; often in a small vessel in 
which few would dare to go to sea to-day; and on one occasion making the voyage from Tadoussac to St. Malo 
in eighteen days. He was in this neighborhood, that is, between Annapolis, Nova Scotia, and Cape Cod, 
observing the land and its inhabitants, and making a map of the coast, from May, 1604, to September, 1607, 
or about three and ahalf years, and he has described minutely his method of surveying harbors. By his own 
account, a part of his map was engraved in 1604 (?). When Pont-Gravae and others returned to France in 1606, 
he remained at Port Royal with Poitrincourt, “in order,” says he, “by the aid of God, to finish the chart of the 
coasts which I had begun”; and again in his volume, printed before John Smith visited this part of America, he 
says: “It seems to me that I have done my duty as far as I could, if I have not forgotten to put in my said chart 
whatever I saw, and give a particular knowledge to the public of what had never been described nor discovered 
so particularly as I have done it, although some other may have heretofore written of it; but it was a very small 
affair in comparison with what we have discovered within the last ten years.”
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Reverend William Gilpin


CAPE COD: To-day it was the Purple Sea, an epithet which I should not 
before have accepted. There were distinct patches of the color of a 
purple grape with the bloom rubbed off. But first and last the sea 
is of all colors. Well writes Gilpin concerning “the brilliant hues 
which are continually playing on the surface of a quiet ocean,” and 
this was not too turbulent at a distance from the shore. “Beautiful,” 
says he, “no doubt in a high degree are those glimmering tints which 
often invest the tops of mountains; but they are mere coruscations 
compared with these marine colors, which are continually varying and 
shifting into each other in all the vivid splendor of the rainbow, 
through the space often of several leagues.” Commonly, in calm 
weather, for half a mile from the shore, where the bottom tinges it, 
the sea is green, or greenish, as are some ponds; then blue for many 
miles, often with purple tinges, bounded in the distance by a light 
almost silvery stripe; beyond which there is generally a dark-blue 
rim, like a mountain ridge in the horizon, as if, like that, it owed 
its color to the intervening atmosphere. On another day it will be 
marked with long streaks, alternately smooth and rippled, light-
colored and dark, even like our inland meadows in a freshet, and 
showing which way the wind sets.
Thus we sat on the foaming shore, looking on the wine-colored ocean,— 

Here and there was a darker spot on its surface, the shadow of a 
cloud, though the sky was so clear that no cloud would have been 
noticed otherwise, and no shadow would have been seen on the land, 
where a much smaller surface is visible at once. So, distant clouds 
and showers may be seen on all sides by a sailor in the course of a 
day, which do not necessarily portend rain where he is. In July we 
saw similar dark-blue patches where schools of Menhaden rippled the 
surface, scarcely to be distinguished from the shadows of clouds. 
Sometimes the sea was spotted with them far and wide, such is its 
inexhaustible fertility. Close at hand you see their back fin, which 
is very long and sharp, projecting two or three inches above water. 
From time to time also we saw the white bellies of the Bass playing 
along the shore.

Etienne Gomez
DIEGO RIBERO, ETIENNE GOMEZ The “Biographie Universelle” informs us that “An ancient manuscript chart 

drawn in 1529 by Diego Ribeiro, a Spanish cosmographer, has preserved the memory of the voyage of Gomez. 
One reads in it under (au dessous) the place occupied by the States of New York, Connecticut, and Rhode 
Island, Terre d’Etienne Gomez, qu’il daecouvrit en 1525 (Land of Etienne Gomez, which he discovered in 
1525).” This chart, with a memoir, was published at Weimar in the last century. 
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WINTHROP, DARBY FIELD, CHAMPLAIN, CARTIER, ROBERVAL, GOSNOLD, VERRAZZANI, GOMEZ, 
BANCROFT, SIR FERDINAND GORGES, THOMAS MORTON, HACKLUYT Even as late as 1633 we 
find Winthrop, the first Governor of the Massachusetts Colony, who was not the most likely to be misinformed, 
who, moreover, has the fame, at least, of having discovered Wachusett Mountain (discerned it forty miles 
inland), talking about the “Great Lake” and the “hideous swamps about it,” near which the Connecticut and 
the “Patomack” took their rise; and among the memorable events of the year 1642 he chronicles Darby Field, 
an Irishman’s expedition to the “White hill,” from whose top he saw eastward what he “judged to be the Gulf 
of Canada,” and westward what he “judged to be the great lake which Canada River comes out of,” and where 
he found much “Muscovy glass,” and “could rive out pieces of forty feet long and seven or eight broad.” While 
the very inhabitants of New England were thus fabling about the country a hundred miles inland, which was 
a terra incognita to them,—or rather many years before the earliest date referred to,—Champlain, the first 
Governor of Canada, not to mention the inland discoveries of Cartier, Roberval, and others, of the preceding. 
It is remarkable that the first, if not the only, part of New England which Cartier saw was Vermont (he also 
saw the mountains of New York), from Montreal Mountain, in 1535, sixty-seven years before Gosnold saw 
Cape Cod. If seeing is discovering,—and that is all that it is proved that Cabot knew of the coast of the United 
States,—then Cartier (to omit Verrazzani and Gomez) was the discoverer of New England rather than Gosnold, 
who is commonly so styled. .d century, and his own earlier voyage, had already gone to war against the 
Iroquois in their forest forts, and penetrated to the Great Lakes and wintered there, before a Pilgrim had heard 
of New England. In Champlain’s “Voyages,” printed in 1613, there is a plate representing a fight in which he 
aided the Canada Indians against the Iroquois, near the south end of Lake Champlain, in July, 1609, eleven 
years before the settlement of Plymouth. Bancroft says he joined the Algonquins in an expedition against the 
Iroquois, or Five Nations, in the northwest of New York. This is that “Great Lake,” which the English, hearing 
some rumor of from the French, long after, locate in an “Imaginary Province called Laconia, and spent several 
years about 1630 in the vain attempt to discover.” (Sir Ferdinand Gorges, in Maine Hist. Coll., Vol. II. p. 68.) 
Thomas Morton has a chapter on this “Great Lake.” In the edition of Champlain’s map dated 1632, the Falls 
of Niagara appear; and in a great lake northwest of Mer Douce (Lake Huron) there is an island represented, 
over which is written, “Isle ouil y a une mine de cuivre,”—”Island where there is a mine of copper.” This will 
do for an offset to our Governor’s “Muscovy Glass.” Of all these adventures and discoveries we have a minute 
and faithful account, giving facts and dates as well as charts and soundings, all scientific and Frenchman-like, 
with scarcely one fable or traveller’s story. Probably Cape Cod was visited by Europeans long before the 
seventeenth century. It may be that Cabot himself beheld it. Verrazzani, in 1524, according to his own account, 
spent fifteen days on our coast, in latitude 41;dg 40;pr, (some suppose in the harbor of Newport,) and often 
went five or six leagues into the interior there, and he says that he sailed thence at once one hundred and fifty 
leagues northeasterly, always in sight of the coast. There is a chart in Hackluyt’s “Divers Voyages,” made 
according to Verrazzani’s plot, which last is praised for its accuracy by Hackluyt, but I cannot distinguish Cape 
Cod on it, unless it is the “C. Arenas,” which is in the right latitude, though ten degrees west of “Claudia,” 
which is thought to be Block Island.
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James Duncan Graham


CAPE COD: This light-house, known to mariners as the Cape Cod or 
Highland Light, is one of our “primary sea-coast lights,” and is 
usually the first seen by those approaching the entrance of 
Massachusetts Bay from Europe. It is forty-three miles from Cape 
Ann Light, and forty-one from Boston Light. It stands about twenty 
rods from the edge of the bank, which is here formed of clay. I 
borrowed the plane and square, level and dividers, of a carpenter 
who was shingling a barn near by, and using one of those shingles 
made of a mast, contrived a rude sort of quadrant, with pins for 
sights and pivots, and got the angle of elevation of the Bank 
opposite the light-house, and with a couple of cod-lines the 
length of its slope, and so measured its height on the shingle. 
It rises one hundred and ten feet above its immediate base, or 
about one hundred and twenty-three feet above mean low water. 
Graham, who has carefully surveyed the extremity of the Cape, 
makes it one hundred and thirty feet. The mixed sand and clay lay 
at an angle of forty degrees with the horizon, where I measured 
it, but the clay is generally much steeper. No cow nor hen ever 
gets down it. Half a mile farther south the bank is fifteen or 
twenty-five feet higher, and that appeared to be the highest land 
in North Truro. Even this vast clay bank is fast wearing away. 
Small streams of water trickling down it at intervals of two or 
three rods, have left the intermediate clay in the form of steep 
Gothic roofs fifty feet high or more, the ridges as sharp and 
rugged-looking as rocks; and in one place the bank is curiously 
eaten out in the form of a large semicircular crater.

GRAHAM
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CAPE COD: The Harbor of Provincetown —which, as well as the greater 
part of the Bay, and a wide expanse of ocean, we overlooked from 
our perch— is deservedly famous. It opens to the south, is free 
from rocks, and is never frozen over. It is said that the only 
ice seen in it drifts in sometimes from Barnstable or Plymouth. 
Dwight remarks that “The storms which prevail on the American 
coast generally come from the east; and there is no other harbor 
on a windward shore within two hundred miles.” J.D. Graham, who 
has made a very minute and thorough survey of this harbor and the 
adjacent waters, states that “its capacity, depth of water, 
excellent anchorage, and the complete shelter it affords from all 
winds, combine to render it one of the most valuable ship harbors 
on our coast.” It is the harbor of the Cape and of the fishermen 
of Massachusetts generally. It was known to navigators several 
years at least before the settlement of Plymouth. In Captain John 
Smith’s map of New England, dated 1614, it bears the name of 
Milford Haven, and Massachusetts Bay that of Stuard’s Bay. 
His Highness, Prince Charles, changed the name of Cape Cod to Cape 
James; but even princes have not always power to change a name 
for the worse, and as Cotton Mather said, Cape Cod is “a name 
which I suppose it will never lose till shoals of codfish be seen 
swimming on its highest hills.”

GRAHAM

JOHN SMITH

REVEREND COTTON MATHER

“Stack of the Artist of Kouroo” Project 79

TRAVELED MUCH IN CONCORD MA

HDT WHAT? INDEX

http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/thumbnails/T/HDT.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/explanation.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/ActiveIndex.pdf


80 Copyright  Austin Meredith

TRAVELED MUCH IN CONCORD MA

HDT WHAT? INDEX

Biarne Grimolfson


CAPE COD: These are the oldest accounts which we have of Cape Cod, 
unless, perchance, Cape Cod is, as some suppose, the same with that 
“Kial-ar-nes” or Keel-Cape, on which, according to old Icelandic 
manuscripts, Thorwald, son of Eric the Red, after sailing many days 
southwest from Greenland, broke his keel in the year 1004; and where, 
according to another, in some respects less trustworthy manuscript, 
Thor-finn Karlsefne (“that is, one who promises or is destined to be 
an able or great man”; he is said to have had a son born in New 
England, from whom Thorwaldsen the sculptor was descended), sailing 
past, in the year 1007, with his wife Gudrida, Snorre Thorbrandson, 
Biarne Grimolfson, and Thorhall Gamlason, distinguished Norsemen, in 
three ships containing “one hundred and sixty men and all sorts of 
live stock” (probably the first Norway rats among the rest), having 
the land “on the right side” of them, “rowed ashore,” and found 
“auor-aefi (trackless deserts),” and “Strand-ir laang-ar ok sand-ar 
(long narrow beaches and sand-hills),” and “called the shores Furdu-
strand-ir (Wonder-Strands), because the sailing by them seemed 
long.”
According to the Icelandic manuscripts, Thorwald was the first then, 
— unless possibly one Biarne Heriulfson (i.e. son of Heriulf) who 
had been seized with a great desire to travel, sailing from Iceland 
to Greenland in the year 986 to join his father who had migrated 
thither, for he had resolved, says the manuscript, “to spend the 
following winter, like all the preceding ones, with his father,” — 
being driven far to the southwest by a storm, when it cleared up saw 
the low land of Cape Cod looming faintly in the distance; but this 
not answering to the description of Greenland, he put his vessel 
about, and, sailing northward along the coast, at length reached 
Greenland and his father. At any rate, he may put forth a strong 
claim to be regarded as the discoverer of the American continent.
These Northmen were a hardy race, whose younger sons inherited the 
ocean, and traversed it without chart or compass, and they are said 
to have been “the first who learned the art of sailing on a wind.” 
Moreover, they had a habit of casting their door-posts overboard and 
settling wherever they went ashore. But as Biarne, and Thorwald, and 
Thorfinn have not mentioned the latitude and longitude distinctly 
enough, though we have great respect for them as skilful and 
adventurous navigators, we must for the present remain in doubt as 
to what capes they did see. We think that they were considerably 
further north.
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CAPE COD: These are the oldest accounts which we have of Cape Cod, 
unless, perchance, Cape Cod is, as some suppose, the same with that 
“Kial-ar-nes” or Keel-Cape, on which, according to old Icelandic 
manuscripts, Thorwald, son of Eric the Red, after sailing many days 
southwest from Greenland, broke his keel in the year 1004; and where, 
according to another, in some respects less trustworthy manuscript, 
Thor-finn Karlsefne (“that is, one who promises or is destined to be 
an able or great man”; he is said to have had a son born in New 
England, from whom Thorwaldsen the sculptor was descended), sailing 
past, in the year 1007, with his wife Gudrida, Snorre Thorbrandson, 
Biarne Grimolfson, and Thorhall Gamlason, distinguished Norsemen, in 
three ships containing “one hundred and sixty men and all sorts of 
live stock” (probably the first Norway rats among the rest), having 
the land “on the right side” of them, “rowed ashore,” and found 
“auor-aefi (trackless deserts),” and “Strand-ir laang-ar ok sand-ar 
(long narrow beaches and sand-hills),” and “called the shores Furdu-
strand-ir (Wonder-Strands), because the sailing by them seemed 
long.”
According to the Icelandic manuscripts, Thorwald was the first then, 
— unless possibly one Biarne Heriulfson (i.e. son of Heriulf) who 
had been seized with a great desire to travel, sailing from Iceland 
to Greenland in the year 986 to join his father who had migrated 
thither, for he had resolved, says the manuscript, “to spend the 
following winter, like all the preceding ones, with his father,” — 
being driven far to the southwest by a storm, when it cleared up saw 
the low land of Cape Cod looming faintly in the distance; but this 
not answering to the description of Greenland, he put his vessel 
about, and, sailing northward along the coast, at length reached 
Greenland and his father. At any rate, he may put forth a strong 
claim to be regarded as the discoverer of the American continent.
These Northmen were a hardy race, whose younger sons inherited the 
ocean, and traversed it without chart or compass, and they are said 
to have been “the first who learned the art of sailing on a wind.” 
Moreover, they had a habit of casting their door-posts overboard and 
settling wherever they went ashore. But as Biarne, and Thorwald, and 
Thorfinn have not mentioned the latitude and longitude distinctly 
enough, though we have great respect for them as skilful and 
adventurous navigators, we must for the present remain in doubt as 
to what capes they did see. We think that they were considerably 
further north.
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H

Thomas Chandler Haliburton


CAPE COD: The very gravestones of those Frenchmen are probably 
older than the oldest English monument in New England north of 
the Elizabeth Islands, or perhaps anywhere in New England, for if 
there are any traces of Gosnold’s storehouse left, his strong 
works are gone. Bancroft says, advisedly, in 1834, “It requires 
a believing eye to discern the ruins of the fort”; and that there 
were no ruins of a fort in 1837. Dr. Charles T. Jackson tells me 
that, in the course of a geological survey in 1827, he discovered 
a gravestone, a slab of trap rock, on Goat Island, opposite 
Annapolis (Port Royal), in Nova Scotia, bearing a Masonic coat-
of-arms and the date 1606, which is fourteen years earlier than 
the landing of the Pilgrims. This was left in the possession of 
Judge Haliburton, of Nova Scotia.

HALIBURTON

JACKSON

BANCROFT
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CAPE COD: The “Isola della Réna” (Sable Island?) appears on the 
chart of “Nuova Francia” and Norumbega, accompanying the 
“Discourse” above referred to in Ramusio’s third volume, edition 
1556-65. Champlain speaks of there being at the Isle of Sable, in 
1604, “grass pastured by oxen (boeufs) and cows which the 
Portuguese carried there more than sixty years ago,” i.e. sixty 
years before 1613; in a later edition he says, which came out of 
a Spanish vessel which was lost in endeavoring to settle on the 
Isle of Sable; and he states that De la Roche’s men, who were left 
on this island seven years from 1598, lived on the flesh of these 
cattle which they found “en quantite,” and built houses out of 
the wrecks of vessels which came to the island (“perhaps 
Gilbert’s”), there being no wood or stone. Lescarbot says that 
they lived “on fish and the milk of cows left there about eighty 
years before by Baron de Leri and Saint Just.” Charlevoix says 
they ate up the cattle and then lived on fish. Haliburton speaks 
of cattle left there as a rumor. De Leri and Saint Just had 
suggested plans of colonization on the Isle of Sable as early as 
1515 (1508?) according to Bancroft, referring to Charlevoix. 
These are but a few of the instances which I might quote.

HALIBURTON

BANCROFT

CHAMPLAIN

PIERRE-FRANÇOIS-XAVIER DE CHARLEVOIX

RAMUSIO
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CAPE COD: It is remarkable that there is not in English any 
adequate or correct account of the French exploration of what is 
now the coast of New England, between 1604 and 1608, though it is 
conceded that they then made the first permanent European 
settlement on the continent of North America north of St. 
Augustine. If the lions had been the painters it would have been 
otherwise. This omission is probably to be accounted for partly 
by the fact that the early edition of Champlain’s “Voyages” had 
not been consulted for this purpose. This contains by far the most 
particular, and, I think, the most interesting chapter of what we 
may call the Ante-Pilgrim history of New England, extending to 
one hundred and sixty pages quarto; but appears to be unknown 
equally to the historian and the orator on Plymouth Rock. Bancroft 
does not mention Champlain at all among the authorities for De 
Monts’ expedition, nor does he say that he ever visited the coast 
of New England. Though he bore the title of pilot to De Monts, he 
was, in another sense, the leading spirit, as well as the 
historian of the expedition. Holmes, Hildreth, and Barry, and 
apparently all our historians who mention Champlain, refer to the 
edition of 1632, in which all the separate charts of our harbors, 
&c., and about one half the narrative, are omitted; for the author 
explored so many lands afterward that he could afford to forget 
a part of what he had done. Hildreth, speaking of De Monts’s 
expedition, says that “he looked into the Penobscot [in 1605], 
which Pring had discovered two years before,” saying nothing 
about Champlain’s extensive exploration of it for De Monts in 1604 
(Holmes says 1608, and refers to Purchas); also that he followed 
in the track of Pring along the coast “to Cape Cod, which he 
called Malabarre.” (Haliburton had made the same statement before 
him in 1829. He called it Cap Blanc, and Malle Barre (the Bad Bar) 
was the name given to a harbor on the east side of the Cape.) 
Pring says nothing about a river there. Belknap says that Weymouth 
discovered it in 1605. Sir F. Gorges says, in his narration (Maine 
Hist. Coll., Vol. II. p. 19), 1658, that Pring in 1606 “made a 
perfect discovery of all the rivers and harbors.” This is the most 
I can find. Bancroft makes Champlain to have discovered more 
western rivers in Maine, not naming the Penobscot; he, however, 
must have been the discoverer of distances on this river (see 
Belknap, p. 147). Pring was absent from England only about six 
months, and sailed by this part of Cape Cod (Malebarre) because 
it yielded no sassafras, while the French, who probably had not 
heard of Pring, were patiently for years exploring the coast in 
search of a place of settlement, sounding and surveying its 
harbors.  

BELKNAP

GORGES

HALIBURTON

HILDRETH

HOLMES

WEBSTER

BANCROFT

CHAMPLAIN

XENOPHANES

ÆSOP
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Hardouin
HARDOUIN, CUVIER, BOHN, PLINY “Hardouin remarks, that the Basques of his day were in the habit of 

fencing their gardens with the ribs of the whale, which sometimes exceeded twenty feet in length; and Cuvier 
says, that at the present time the jaw-bone of the whale is used in Norway for the purpose of making beams or 
posts for buildings.” (Bohn’s ed. trans. of Pliny, Vol. II. p. 361.)

Biarne Heriulfson, son of Heriulf


CAPE COD: These are the oldest accounts which we have of Cape Cod, 
unless, perchance, Cape Cod is, as some suppose, the same with that 
“Kial-ar-nes” or Keel-Cape, on which, according to old Icelandic 
manuscripts, Thorwald, son of Eric the Red, after sailing many days 
southwest from Greenland, broke his keel in the year 1004; and where, 
according to another, in some respects less trustworthy manuscript, 
Thor-finn Karlsefne (“that is, one who promises or is destined to be 
an able or great man”; he is said to have had a son born in New 
England, from whom Thorwaldsen the sculptor was descended), sailing 
past, in the year 1007, with his wife Gudrida, Snorre Thorbrandson, 
Biarne Grimolfson, and Thorhall Gamlason, distinguished Norsemen, in 
three ships containing “one hundred and sixty men and all sorts of 
live stock” (probably the first Norway rats among the rest), having 
the land “on the right side” of them, “rowed ashore,” and found 
“auor-aefi (trackless deserts),” and “Strand-ir laang-ar ok sand-ar 
(long narrow beaches and sand-hills),” and “called the shores Furdu-
strand-ir (Wonder-Strands), because the sailing by them seemed 
long.”
According to the Icelandic manuscripts, Thorwald was the first then, 
— unless possibly one Biarne Heriulfson (i.e. son of Heriulf) who 
had been seized with a great desire to travel, sailing from Iceland 
to Greenland in the year 986 to join his father who had migrated 
thither, for he had resolved, says the manuscript, “to spend the 
following winter, like all the preceding ones, with his father,” — 
being driven far to the southwest by a storm, when it cleared up saw 
the low land of Cape Cod looming faintly in the distance; but this 
not answering to the description of Greenland, he put his vessel 
about, and, sailing northward along the coast, at length reached 
Greenland and his father. At any rate, he may put forth a strong 
claim to be regarded as the discoverer of the American continent.
These Northmen were a hardy race, whose younger sons inherited the 
ocean, and traversed it without chart or compass, and they are said 
to have been “the first who learned the art of sailing on a wind.” 
Moreover, they had a habit of casting their door-posts overboard and 
settling wherever they went ashore. But as Biarne, and Thorwald, and 
Thorfinn have not mentioned the latitude and longitude distinctly 
enough, though we have great respect for them as skilful and 
adventurous navigators, we must for the present remain in doubt as 
to what capes they did see. We think that they were considerably 
further north.
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Richard Hildreth


CAPE COD: It is remarkable that there is not in English any 
adequate or correct account of the French exploration of what is 
now the coast of New England, between 1604 and 1608, though it is 
conceded that they then made the first permanent European 
settlement on the continent of North America north of St. 
Augustine. If the lions had been the painters it would have been 
otherwise. This omission is probably to be accounted for partly 
by the fact that the early edition of Champlain’s “Voyages” had 
not been consulted for this purpose. This contains by far the most 
particular, and, I think, the most interesting chapter of what we 
may call the Ante-Pilgrim history of New England, extending to 
one hundred and sixty pages quarto; but appears to be unknown 
equally to the historian and the orator on Plymouth Rock. Bancroft 
does not mention Champlain at all among the authorities for De 
Monts’ expedition, nor does he say that he ever visited the coast 
of New England. Though he bore the title of pilot to De Monts, he 
was, in another sense, the leading spirit, as well as the 
historian of the expedition. Holmes, Hildreth, and Barry, and 
apparently all our historians who mention Champlain, refer to the 
edition of 1632, in which all the separate charts of our harbors, 
&c., and about one half the narrative, are omitted; for the author 
explored so many lands afterward that he could afford to forget 
a part of what he had done. Hildreth, speaking of De Monts’s 
expedition, says that “he looked into the Penobscot [in 1605], 
which Pring had discovered two years before,” saying nothing 
about Champlain’s extensive exploration of it for De Monts in 1604 
(Holmes says 1608, and refers to Purchas); also that he followed 
in the track of Pring along the coast “to Cape Cod, which he 
called Malabarre.” (Haliburton had made the same statement before 
him in 1829. He called it Cap Blanc, and Malle Barre (the Bad Bar) 
was the name given to a harbor on the east side of the Cape.) 
Pring says nothing about a river there. Belknap says that Weymouth 
discovered it in 1605. Sir F. Gorges says, in his narration (Maine 
Hist. Coll., Vol. II. p. 19), 1658, that Pring in 1606 “made a 
perfect discovery of all the rivers and harbors.” This is the most 
I can find. Bancroft makes Champlain to have discovered more 
western rivers in Maine, not naming the Penobscot; he, however, 
must have been the discoverer of distances on this river (see 
Belknap, p. 147). Pring was absent from England only about six 
months, and sailed by this part of Cape Cod (Malebarre) because 
it yielded no sassafras, while the French, who probably had not 
heard of Pring, were patiently for years exploring the coast in 
search of a place of settlement, sounding and surveying its 
harbors.  
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Hitchcock
HITCHCOCK Hitchcock’s Report on the Geology of Massachusetts, a work which, by its size at least, reminds 

one of a diluvial elevation itself. 

HITCHCOCK an interesting mirage, which I have since found that Hitchcock also observed on the sands of the 
Cape. We were crossing a shallow valley in the Desert, where the smooth and spotless sand sloped upward by 
a small angle to the horizon on every side, and at the lowest part was a long chain of clear but shallow pools. 
As we were approaching these for a drink in a diagonal direction across the valley, they appeared inclined at 
a slight but decided angle to the horizon, though they were plainly and broadly connected with one another, 
and there was not the least ripple to suggest a current; so that by the time we had reached a convenient part of 
one we seemed to have ascended several feet. They appeared to lie by magic on the side of the vale, like a 
mirror left in a slanting position. It was a very pretty mirage for a Provincetown desert, but not amounting to 
what, in Sanscrit, is called “the thirst of the gazelle,” as there was real water here for a base, and we were able 
to quench our thirst after all.

Hackluyt
RAMUSIO, VERRAZZANI, HACKLUYT, ORTELIUS In a discourse by a great French sea-captain in Ramusio’s 

third volume (1556-65), this is said to be the name given to the land by its inhabitants, and Verrazzani is called 
the discoverer of it; another in 1607 makes the natives call it, or the river, Aguncia. It is represented as an island 
on an accompanying chart. It is frequently spoken of by old writers as a country of indefinite extent, between 
Canada and Florida, and it appears as a large island with Cape Breton at its eastern extremity, on the map made 
according to Verrazzani’s plot in Hackluyt’s “Divers Voyages.” These maps and rumors may have been the 
origin of the notion, common among the early settlers, that New England was an island. The country and city 
of Norumbega appear about where Maine now is on a map in Ortelius (“Theatrum Orbis Terrarum,” Antwerp, 
1570), and the “R. Grande” is drawn where the Penobscot or St. John might be. 

JEAN ALPHONSE, ROBERTVAL, HACKLUYT Jean Alphonse, Roberval’s pilot in Canada in 1542, one of the 
most skilful navigators of his time, and who has given remarkably minute and accurate direction for sailing up 
the St. Lawrence, showing that he knows what he is talking about, says in his “Routier” (it is in Hackluyt), “I 
have been at a bay as far as the forty-second degree, between Norimbegue and Florida, but I have not explored 
the bottom of it, and I do not know whether it passes from one land to the other,” i. e. to Asia. (“J’ai aetae aga 
une Baye jusques par les 42;ke degraes entre la Norimbegue et la Floride; mais je n’en ai pas cherchae le fond, 
et ne saccais pas si elle passe d’une terre aga l’autre.”) This may refer to Massachusetts Bay, if not possibly to 
the western inclination of the coast a little farther south. When he says, “I have no doubt that the Norimbegue 
enters into the river of Canada,” he is perhaps so interpreting some account which the Indians had given 
respecting the route from the St. Lawrence to the Atlantic, by the St. John, or Penobscot, or possibly even the 
Hudson River. We hear rumors of this country of “Norumbega” and its great city from many quarters. 

WINTHROP, DARBY FIELD, CHAMPLAIN, CARTIER, ROBERVAL, GOSNOLD, VERRAZZANI, GOMEZ, 
BANCROFT, SIR FERDINAND GORGES, THOMAS MORTON, HACKLUYT Even as late as 1633 we 
find Winthrop, the first Governor of the Massachusetts Colony, who was not the most likely to be misinformed, 
who, moreover, has the fame, at least, of having discovered Wachusett Mountain (discerned it forty miles 
inland), talking about the “Great Lake” and the “hideous swamps about it,” near which the Connecticut and 
the “Patomack” took their rise; and among the memorable events of the year 1642 he chronicles Darby Field, 
an Irishman’s expedition to the “White hill,” from whose top he saw eastward what he “judged to be the Gulf 
of Canada,” and westward what he “judged to be the great lake which Canada River comes out of,” and where 
he found much “Muscovy glass,” and “could rive out pieces of forty feet long and seven or eight broad.” While 
the very inhabitants of New England were thus fabling about the country a hundred miles inland, which was 
a terra incognita to them,—or rather many years before the earliest date referred to,—Champlain, the first 
Governor of Canada, not to mention the inland discoveries of Cartier, Roberval, and others, of the preceding. 
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It is remarkable that the first, if not the only, part of New England which Cartier saw was Vermont (he also 
saw the mountains of New York), from Montreal Mountain, in 1535, sixty-seven years before Gosnold saw 
Cape Cod. If seeing is discovering,—and that is all that it is proved that Cabot knew of the coast of the United 
States,—then Cartier (to omit Verrazzani and Gomez) was the discoverer of New England rather than Gosnold, 
who is commonly so styled. .d century, and his own earlier voyage, had already gone to war against the 
Iroquois in their forest forts, and penetrated to the Great Lakes and wintered there, before a Pilgrim had heard 
of New England. In Champlain’s “Voyages,” printed in 1613, there is a plate representing a fight in which he 
aided the Canada Indians against the Iroquois, near the south end of Lake Champlain, in July, 1609, eleven 
years before the settlement of Plymouth. Bancroft says he joined the Algonquins in an expedition against the 
Iroquois, or Five Nations, in the northwest of New York. This is that “Great Lake,” which the English, hearing 
some rumor of from the French, long after, locate in an “Imaginary Province called Laconia, and spent several 
years about 1630 in the vain attempt to discover.” (Sir Ferdinand Gorges, in Maine Hist. Coll., Vol. II. p. 68.) 
Thomas Morton has a chapter on this “Great Lake.” In the edition of Champlain’s map dated 1632, the Falls 
of Niagara appear; and in a great lake northwest of Mer Douce (Lake Huron) there is an island represented, 
over which is written, “Isle ouil y a une mine de cuivre,”—”Island where there is a mine of copper.” This will 
do for an offset to our Governor’s “Muscovy Glass.” Of all these adventures and discoveries we have a minute 
and faithful account, giving facts and dates as well as charts and soundings, all scientific and Frenchman-like, 
with scarcely one fable or traveller’s story. Probably Cape Cod was visited by Europeans long before the 
seventeenth century. It may be that Cabot himself beheld it. Verrazzani, in 1524, according to his own account, 
spent fifteen days on our coast, in latitude 41;dg 40;pr, (some suppose in the harbor of Newport,) and often 
went five or six leagues into the interior there, and he says that he sailed thence at once one hundred and fifty 
leagues northeasterly, always in sight of the coast. There is a chart in Hackluyt’s “Divers Voyages,” made 
according to Verrazzani’s plot, which last is praised for its accuracy by Hackluyt, but I cannot distinguish Cape 
Cod on it, unless it is the “C. Arenas,” which is in the right latitude, though ten degrees west of “Claudia,” 
which is thought to be Block Island. 

CARTIER, VERRAZZANI, HACKLUYT, CABOT No sooner had Cartier explored the St. Lawrence in 1535, than 
there began to be published by his countrymen remarkably accurate charts of that river as far up as Montreal. 
It is almost all of the continent north of Florida that you recognize on charts for more than a generation 
afterward,— though Verrazzani’s rude plot (made under French auspices) was regarded by Hackluyt, more 
than fifty years after his voyage (in 1524), as the most accurate representation of our coast. The French trail is 
distinct. They went measuring and sounding, and when they got home had something to show for their voyages 
and explorations. There was no danger of their charts being lost, as Cabot’s have been.”
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Friedrich Wilhelm Karl Heinrich Alexander, Freiherr von Humboldt (1769-1859)


CAPE COD: Humboldt, speaking of Columbus approaching the New 
World, says: “The grateful coolness of the evening air, the 
ethereal purity of the starry firmament, the balmy fragrance of 
flowers, wafted to him by the land breeze, all led him to suppose 
(as we are told by Herrera, in the Decades) that he was 
approaching the garden of Eden, the sacred abode of our first 
parents. The Orinoco seemed to him one of the four rivers which, 
according to the venerable tradition of the ancient world, flowed 
from Paradise, to water and divide the surface of the earth, newly 
adorned with plants.”  So even the expeditions for the discovery 
of El Dorado, and of the Fountain of Youth, led to real, if not 
compensatory discoveries.

ALEXANDER VON HUMBOLDT

CHRISTOPHER COLUMBUS

Homer
HOMER Homer and the Ocean came in again with a rush,—the shining torch of the sun fell into the ocean.

Herrera
HUMBOLDT, HERRERA Humboldt, speaking of Columbus approaching the New World, says: “The grateful 

coolness of the evening air, the ethereal purity of the starry firmament, the balmy fragrance of flowers, wafted 
to him by the land breeze, all led him to suppose (as we are told by Herrera, in the Decades) that he was 
approaching the garden of Eden, the sacred abode of our first parents. The Orinoco seemed to him one of the 
four rivers which, according to the venerable tradition of the ancient world, flowed from Paradise, to water and 
divide the surface of the earth, newly adorned with plants.” 

Hercules
COLUMBUS, HERCULES A little south of east was Palos, where Columbus weighed anchor, and farther yet the 

pillars which Hercules set up; concerning which when we inquired at the top of our voices what was written 
on them,—for we had the morning sun in our faces, and could not see distinctly,—the inhabitants shouted Ne 
plus ultra (no more beyond), but the wind bore to us the truth only, plusultra (more beyond), and over the Bay 
westward was echoed ultra (beyond).

Herodotus
HERODOTUS Herodotus says the inhabitants on Lake Prasias in Thrace (living on piles), “give fish for fodder to 

their horses and beasts of burden.”

Higgins
HEMAN DOANE, HIGGINS, SNOW
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CAPE COD: Thomas Prince, who was several times the governor of the 
Plymouth colony, was the leader of the settlement of Eastham. 
There was recently standing, on what was once his farm, in this 
town, a pear-tree which is said to have been brought from England, 
and planted there by him, about two hundred years ago. It was 
blown down a few months before we were there. A late account says 
that it was recently in a vigorous state; the fruit small, but 
excellent; and it yielded on an average fifteen bushels. Some 
appropriate lines have been addressed to it, by a Mr. Heman Doane, 
from which I will quote, partly because they are the only specimen 
of Cape Cod verse which I remember to have seen, and partly 
because they are not bad.

“Two hundred years have, on the wings of Time,
        Passed, with their joys and woes, since thou, Old Tree!
  Put forth thy first leaves in this foreign clime,
        Transplanted from the soil beyond the sea.
        *     *     *     *     *     *

[These stars represent the more clerical lines, and also those 
which have deceased.]

“That exiled band long since have passed away,
        And still, Old Tree! thou standest in the place
  Where Prince’s hand did plant thee in his day–
        An undesigned memorial of his race
  And time; of those our honor’d fathers, when
        They came from Plymouth o’er and settled here;
  Doane, Higgins, Snow, and other worthy men,
        Whose names their sons remember to revere.
        *     *     *     *     *     *
“Old Time has thinned thy boughs, Old Pilgrim Tree!
        And bowed thee with the weight of many years;
  Yet, ’mid the frosts of age, thy bloom we see,
        And yearly still thy mellow fruit appears.”

There are some other lines which I might quote, if they were not 
tied to unworthy companions, by the rhyme. When one ox will lie 
down, the yoke bears hard on him that stands up.

HEMAN DOANE
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HIGGINS At length, we stopped for the night at Higgins’s tavern, in Orleans, feeling very much as if we were on 
a sand-bar in the ocean, and not knowing whether we should see land or water ahead when the mist cleared 
away. ... Higgins said that there was no obstruction, and that it was not much further than by the road, but he 
thought that we should find it very “heavy” walking in the sand; it was bad enough in the road, a horse would 
sink in up to the fetlocks there.
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King Henry VII
CABOT, SAMUEL PENHALLOW, KING HENRY VII, SIR WILLIAM ALEXANDER, SIR DAVID KIRK 

Cabot spoke like an Englishman, as he was, if he said, as one reports, in reference to the discovery of the 
American Continent, when he found it running toward the north, that it was a great disappointment to him, 
being in his way to India; but we would rather add to than detract from the fame of so great a discoverer. 
Samuel Penhallow, in his History (Boston, 1726), p. 51, speaking of “Port Royal and Nova Scotia,” says of the 
last, that its “first seizure was by Sir Sebastian Cobbet for the crown of Great Britain, in the reign of King 
Henry VII.; but lay dormant till the year 1621,” when Sir William Alexander got a patent of it, and possessed 
it some years; and afterward Sir David Kirk was proprietor of it, but erelong, “to the surprise of all thinking 
men, it was given up unto the French.” 

DR. CHARLES T. JAKCSON, JUDGE HALIBURTON, CHAMPLAIN, CHARLEVOIX, CABOT, BIDDLE, 
MILLER, VERRAZZANI, FRANCIS I, HENRY VII, DENYS OF HONFLEUR Dr. Charles T. Jackson tells 
me that, in the course of a geological survey in 1827, he discovered a gravestone, a slab of trap rock, on Goat 
Island, opposite Annapolis (Port Royal), in Nova Scotia, bearing a Masonic coat-of-arms and the date 1606, 
which is fourteen years earlier than the landing of the Pilgrims. This was left in the possession of Judge 
Haliburton, of Nova Scotia. There were Jesuit priests in what has since been called New England, converting 
the savages at Mount Desert, then St. Savior, in 1613,—having come over to Port Royal in 1611, though they 
were almost immediately interrupted by the English, years before the Pilgrims came hither to enjoy their own 
religion. This according to Champlain. Charlevoix says the same; and after coming from France in 1611, went 
west from Port Royal along the coast as far as the Kennebec in 1612, and were then carried from Port Royal 
to Mount Desert. Indeed, the Englishman’s history of New England commences, only when it ceases to be, 
New France. Though Cabot was the first to discover the continent of North America, Champlain, in the edition 
of his “Voyages” printed in 1632, after the English had for a season got possession of Quebec and Port Royal, 
complains with no little justice: “The common consent of all Europe is to represent New France as extending 
at least to the thirty-fifth and thirty-sixth degrees of latitude, as appears by the maps of the world printed in 
Spain, Italy, Holland, Flanders, Germany, and England, until they possessed themselves of the coasts of New 
France, where are Acadie, the Etchemins (Maine and New Brunswick), the Almouchicois (Massachusetts?), 
and the Great River St. Lawrence, where they have imposed, according to their fancy, such names as New 
England, Scotland, and others; but it is not easy to efface the memory of a thing which is known to all 
Christendom.” That Cabot merely landed on the uninhabitable shore of Labrador, gave the English no just title 
to New England, or to the United States generally, any more than to Patagonia. His careful biographer (Biddle) 
is not certain in what voyage he ran down the coast of the United States, as is reported, and no one tells us what 
he saw. Miller, in the New York Hist. Coll., Vol. I. p. 23, says he does not appear to have landed anywhere. 
Contrast with this Verrazzani’s tarrying fifteen days at one place on the New England coast, and making 
frequent excursions into the interior thence. It chances that the latter’s letter to Francis I., in 1524, contains 
“the earliest original account extant of the Atlantic coast of the United States”; and even from that time the 
northern part of it began to be called La Terra Francese, or French Land. A part of it was called New Holland 
before it was called New England. The English were very backward to explore and settle the continent which 
they had stumbled upon. The French preceded them both in their attempts to colonize the continent of North 
America (Carolina and Florida, 1562-4), and in their first permanent settlement (Port Royal, 1605); and the 
right of possession, naturally enough, was the one which England mainly respected and recognized in the case 
of Spain, of Portugal, and also of France, from the time of Henry VII. The explorations of the French gave to 
the world the first valuable maps of these coasts. Denys of Honfleur made a map of the Gulf of St. Lawrence 
in 1506. 

Hudson
YOUNG, HUDSON On another, by Young, this has Noord Zee, Staten hoeck or Wit hoeck, but the copy at 

Cambridge has no date; the whole Cape is called “Niew Hollant” (after Hudson)
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William Henry Harvey


CAPE COD: One species of kelp, according to Bory St. Vincent, has 
a stem fifteen hundred feet long, and hence is the longest 
vegetable known, and a brig’s crew spent two days to no purpose 
collecting the trunks of another kind cast ashore on the Falkland 
Islands, mistaking it for drift-wood. (See Harvey on Algæ.) This 
species looked almost edible, at least, I thought that if I were 
starving I would try it. One sailor told me that the cows ate it. 
It cut like cheese; for I took the earliest opportunity to sit 
down and deliberately whittle up a fathom or two of it, that I 
might become more intimately acquainted with it, see how it cut, 
and if it were hollow all the way through. The blade looked like 
a broad belt, whose edges had been quilled, or as if stretched by 
hammering, and it was also twisted spirally. The extremity was 
generally worn and ragged from the lashing of the waves. A piece 
of the stem which I carried home shrunk to one quarter of its size 
a week afterward, and was completely covered with crystals of salt 
like frost. The reader will excuse my greenness –though it is not 
sea-greenness, like his, perchance– for I live by a river shore, 
where this weed does not wash up. When we consider in what meadows 
it grew, and how it was raked, and in what kind of hay weather 
got in or out, we may well be curious about it. One who is weather-
wise, has given the following account of the matter:–

“When descends on the Atlantic,
          The gigantic
     Storm-wind of the equinox,
Landward in his wrath he scourges
          The toiling surges,
     Laden with sea-weed from the rocks.

“From Bermuda’s reefs, from edges
          Of sunken ledges,
     On some far-off bright Azore;
From Bahama and the dashing,
          Silver-flashing
     Surges of San Salvador;

“From the tumbling surf that buries
          The Orkneyan Skerries,
     Answering the hoarse Hebrides;
And from wrecks of ships and drifting
          Spars, uplifting
     On the desolate rainy seas;
“Ever drifting, drifting, drifting
          On the shifting
     Currents of the restless main.”
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But he was not thinking of this shore, when he added–

“Till, in sheltered coves, and reaches
Of sandy beaches,
  All have found repose again.”

These weeds were the symbols of those grotesque and fabulous 
thoughts which have not yet got into the sheltered coves of 
literature.

“Ever drifting, drifting, drifting
On the shifting
 Currents of the restless heart,”
 And not yet “in books recorded
          They, like hoarded
 Household words, no more depart.”
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Homer
HOMER I put in a little Greek now and then, partly because it sounds so much like the ocean—though I doubt if 

Homer’s Mediterranean Sea ever sounded so loud as this.

Hitchcock
GEOLOGIST HITCHCOCK According to Hitchcock, the geologist of the State, it is composed almost entirely of 

sand, even to the depth of three hundred feet in some places—though there is probably a concealed core of 
rock a little beneath the surface—and it is of diluvial origin, excepting a small portion at the extremity and 
elsewhere along the shores, which is alluvial.
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Holmes


CAPE COD: It is remarkable that there is not in English any 
adequate or correct account of the French exploration of what is 
now the coast of New England, between 1604 and 1608, though it is 
conceded that they then made the first permanent European 
settlement on the continent of North America north of St. 
Augustine. If the lions had been the painters it would have been 
otherwise. This omission is probably to be accounted for partly 
by the fact that the early edition of Champlain’s “Voyages” had 
not been consulted for this purpose. This contains by far the most 
particular, and, I think, the most interesting chapter of what we 
may call the Ante-Pilgrim history of New England, extending to 
one hundred and sixty pages quarto; but appears to be unknown 
equally to the historian and the orator on Plymouth Rock. Bancroft 
does not mention Champlain at all among the authorities for De 
Monts’ expedition, nor does he say that he ever visited the coast 
of New England. Though he bore the title of pilot to De Monts, he 
was, in another sense, the leading spirit, as well as the 
historian of the expedition. Holmes, Hildreth, and Barry, and 
apparently all our historians who mention Champlain, refer to the 
edition of 1632, in which all the separate charts of our harbors, 
&c., and about one half the narrative, are omitted; for the author 
explored so many lands afterward that he could afford to forget 
a part of what he had done. Hildreth, speaking of De Monts’s 
expedition, says that “he looked into the Penobscot [in 1605], 
which Pring had discovered two years before,” saying nothing 
about Champlain’s extensive exploration of it for De Monts in 1604 
(Holmes says 1608, and refers to Purchas); also that he followed 
in the track of Pring along the coast “to Cape Cod, which he 
called Malabarre.” (Haliburton had made the same statement before 
him in 1829. He called it Cap Blanc, and Malle Barre (the Bad Bar) 
was the name given to a harbor on the east side of the Cape.) 
Pring says nothing about a river there. Belknap says that Weymouth 
discovered it in 1605. Sir F. Gorges says, in his narration (Maine 
Hist. Coll., Vol. II. p. 19), 1658, that Pring in 1606 “made a 
perfect discovery of all the rivers and harbors.” This is the most 
I can find. Bancroft makes Champlain to have discovered more 
western rivers in Maine, not naming the Penobscot; he, however, 
must have been the discoverer of distances on this river (see 
Belknap, p. 147). Pring was absent from England only about six 
months, and sailed by this part of Cape Cod (Malebarre) because 
it yielded no sassafras, while the French, who probably had not 
heard of Pring, were patiently for years exploring the coast in 
search of a place of settlement, sounding and surveying its 
harbors.  
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I

Isaiah
ISAIAH “I am a poor good-for-nothing crittur, as Isaiah says; I am all broken down this year. I am under petticoat 

government here.”
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J

Dr. Charles T. Jackson
DR. CHARLES T. JAKCSON, JUDGE HALIBURTON, CHAMPLAIN, CHARLEVOIX, CABOT, BIDDLE, 

MILLER, VERRAZZANI, FRANCIS I, HENRY VII, DENYS OF HONFLEUR Dr. Charles T. Jackson tells 
me that, in the course of a geological survey in 1827, he discovered a gravestone, a slab of trap rock, on Goat 
Island, opposite Annapolis (Port Royal), in Nova Scotia, bearing a Masonic coat-of-arms and the date 1606, 
which is fourteen years earlier than the landing of the Pilgrims. This was left in the possession of Judge 
Haliburton, of Nova Scotia. There were Jesuit priests in what has since been called New England, converting 
the savages at Mount Desert, then St. Savior, in 1613,—having come over to Port Royal in 1611, though they 
were almost immediately interrupted by the English, years before the Pilgrims came hither to enjoy their own 
religion. This according to Champlain. Charlevoix says the same; and after coming from France in 1611, went 
west from Port Royal along the coast as far as the Kennebec in 1612, and were then carried from Port Royal 
to Mount Desert. Indeed, the Englishman’s history of New England commences, only when it ceases to be, 
New France. Though Cabot was the first to discover the continent of North America, Champlain, in the edition 
of his “Voyages” printed in 1632, after the English had for a season got possession of Quebec and Port Royal, 
complains with no little justice: “The common consent of all Europe is to represent New France as extending 
at least to the thirty-fifth and thirty-sixth degrees of latitude, as appears by the maps of the world printed in 
Spain, Italy, Holland, Flanders, Germany, and England, until they possessed themselves of the coasts of New 
France, where are Acadie, the Etchemins (Maine and New Brunswick), the Almouchicois (Massachusetts?), 
and the Great River St. Lawrence, where they have imposed, according to their fancy, such names as New 
England, Scotland, and others; but it is not easy to efface the memory of a thing which is known to all 
Christendom.” That Cabot merely landed on the uninhabitable shore of Labrador, gave the English no just title 
to New England, or to the United States generally, any more than to Patagonia. His careful biographer (Biddle) 
is not certain in what voyage he ran down the coast of the United States, as is reported, and no one tells us what 
he saw. Miller, in the New York Hist. Coll., Vol. I. p. 23, says he does not appear to have landed anywhere. 
Contrast with this Verrazzani’s tarrying fifteen days at one place on the New England coast, and making 
frequent excursions into the interior thence. It chances that the latter’s letter to Francis I., in 1524, contains 
“the earliest original account extant of the Atlantic coast of the United States”; and even from that time the 
northern part of it began to be called La Terra Francese, or French Land. A part of it was called New Holland 
before it was called New England. The English were very backward to explore and settle the continent which 
they had stumbled upon. The French preceded them both in their attempts to colonize the continent of North 
America (Carolina and Florida, 1562-4), and in their first permanent settlement (Port Royal, 1605); and the 
right of possession, naturally enough, was the one which England mainly respected and recognized in the case 
of Spain, of Portugal, and also of France, from the time of Henry VII. The explorations of the French gave to 
the world the first valuable maps of these coasts. Denys of Honfleur made a map of the Gulf of St. Lawrence 
in 1506. 

Josephus
JOSEPHUS It was in vain that we reminded him that he could quote Josephus to our confusion.

Josselyn
JOSSELYN Old Josselyn, who came to New England in 1638, has it among his weather-signs, that “the resounding 

of the sea from the shore, and murmuring of the winds in the woods, without apparent wind, sheweth wind to 
follow.”
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Jason
JASON But it interested somewhat as if it had been a part of the Argo, clipped off in passing through the 

Symplegades.

Jeremiah
JEREMIAH We crossed a brook, not more than fourteen rods long, between Orleans and Eastham, called 

Jeremiah’s Gutter. 

Saint James
SAINT JAMES The nearest beach to us on the other side, whither we looked, due east, was on the coast of Galicia, 

in Spain, whose capital is Santiago, though by old poets’ reckoning it should have been Atlantis or the 
Hesperides; but heaven is found to be farther west now.

Saint Just
CHAMPLAIN, SIEUR DE MONTS, LESCARBOT, CAPTAIN SAVALET, RAMUSIO, DE LA ROCHE, 

GILBERT, BARON DE LARI, SAINT JUST, CHARLEVOIX, HALIBURTON, BANCROFT In 1604, 
Champlain being sent by the Sieur de Monts to explore the coast of Norumbegue, sailed up the Penobscot 
twenty-two or twenty-three leagues from “Isle Haute,” or till he was stopped by the falls. He says: “I think that 
this river is that which many pilots and historians call Norembegue, and which the greater part have described 
as great and spacious, with numerous islands; and its entrance in the forty-third or forty-third and one half, or, 
according to others, the forty-fourth degree of latitude, more or less.” He is convinced that “the greater part” 
of those who speak of a great city there have never seen it, but repeat a mere rumor, but he thinks that some 
have seen the mouth of the river since it answers to their description. Under date of 1607 Champlain writes: 
“Three or four leagues north of the Cap de Poitrincourt we found a cross, which was very old, covered with 
moss and almost all decayed, which was an evident sign that there had formerly been Christians there.” Also 
the following passage from Lescarbot will show how much the neighboring coasts were frequented by 
Europeans in the sixteenth century. Speaking of his return from Port Royal to France in 1607, he says: “At last, 
within four leagues of Campseau, we arrived at a harbor, where a worthy old gentleman from St. John de Lus, 
named Captain Savalet, was fishing, who received us with the utmost courtesy. And as this harbor, which is 
small, but very good, has no name, I have given it on my geographical chart the name of Savalet. This worthy 
man told us that this voyage was the forty-second which he had made to those parts, and yet the 
Newfoundlanders make only one a year. He was wonderfully content with his fishery, and informed us that he 
made daily fifty crowns’ worth of cod, and that his voyage would be worth ten thousand francs. He had sixteen 
men in his employ; and his vessel was of eighty tons, which could carry a hundred thousand dry cod.” (Histoire 
de la Nouvelle France, 1612.) They dried their fish on the rocks on shore. The “Isola della Rena” (Sable 
Island?) appears on the chart of “Nuova Francia” and Norumbega, accompanying the “Discourse” above 
referred to in Ramusio’s third volume, edition 1556-65. Champlain speaks of there being at the Isle of Sable, 
in 1604, “grass pastured by oxen (boeufs) and cows which the Portuguese carried there more than sixty years 
ago,” i. e. sixty years before 1613; in a later edition he says, which came out of a Spanish vessel which was 
lost in endeavoring to settle on the isle of Cape Breton; and he states that De la Roche’s men, who were left 
on this island seven years from 1598, lived on the flesh of these cattle which they found “en quantitae,” and 
built houses out of the wrecks of vessels which came to the island (perhaps Gilbert’s), there being no wood or 
stone. Lescarbot says that they lived “on fish and the milk of cows left there about eighty years before by Baron 
de Leri and Saint Just.” Charlevoix says they ate up the cattle and then lived on fish. Haliburton speaks of cattle 
left there as a rumor. De Leri and Saint Just had suggested plans of colonization on the Isle of Sable as early 
as 1518 (1508?) according to Bancroft, referring to Charlevoix. These are but a few of the instances which I 
might quote. 
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Thor-finn Karlsefne


CAPE COD: These are the oldest accounts which we have of Cape Cod, 
unless, perchance, Cape Cod is, as some suppose, the same with that 
“Kial-ar-nes” or Keel-Cape, on which, according to old Icelandic 
manuscripts, Thorwald, son of Eric the Red, after sailing many days 
southwest from Greenland, broke his keel in the year 1004; and where, 
according to another, in some respects less trustworthy manuscript, 
Thor-finn Karlsefne (“that is, one who promises or is destined to be 
an able or great man”; he is said to have had a son born in New 
England, from whom Thorwaldsen the sculptor was descended), sailing 
past, in the year 1007, with his wife Gudrida, Snorre Thorbrandson, 
Biarne Grimolfson, and Thorhall Gamlason, distinguished Norsemen, in 
three ships containing “one hundred and sixty men and all sorts of 
live stock” (probably the first Norway rats among the rest), having 
the land “on the right side” of them, “rowed ashore,” and found 
“auor-aefi (trackless deserts),” and “Strand-ir laang-ar ok sand-ar 
(long narrow beaches and sand-hills),” and “called the shores Furdu-
strand-ir (Wonder-Strands), because the sailing by them seemed 
long.”
According to the Icelandic manuscripts, Thorwald was the first then, 
— unless possibly one Biarne Heriulfson (i.e. son of Heriulf) who 
had been seized with a great desire to travel, sailing from Iceland 
to Greenland in the year 986 to join his father who had migrated 
thither, for he had resolved, says the manuscript, “to spend the 
following winter, like all the preceding ones, with his father,” — 
being driven far to the southwest by a storm, when it cleared up saw 
the low land of Cape Cod looming faintly in the distance; but this 
not answering to the description of Greenland, he put his vessel 
about, and, sailing northward along the coast, at length reached 
Greenland and his father. At any rate, he may put forth a strong 
claim to be regarded as the discoverer of the American continent.
These Northmen were a hardy race, whose younger sons inherited the 
ocean, and traversed it without chart or compass, and they are said 
to have been “the first who learned the art of sailing on a wind.” 
Moreover, they had a habit of casting their door-posts overboard and 
settling wherever they went ashore. But as Biarne, and Thorwald, and 
Thorfinn have not mentioned the latitude and longitude distinctly 
enough, though we have great respect for them as skilful and 
adventurous navigators, we must for the present remain in doubt as 
to what capes they did see. We think that they were considerably 
further north.
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Sir David Kirk
CABOT, SAMUEL PENHALLOW, KING HENRY VII, SIR WILLIAM ALEXANDER, SIR DAVID KIRK 

Cabot spoke like an Englishman, as he was, if he said, as one reports, in reference to the discovery of the 
American Continent, when he found it running toward the north, that it was a great disappointment to him, 
being in his way to India; but we would rather add to than detract from the fame of so great a discoverer. 
Samuel Penhallow, in his History (Boston, 1726), p. 51, speaking of “Port Royal and Nova Scotia,” says of the 
last, that its “first seizure was by Sir Sebastian Cobbet for the crown of Great Britain, in the reign of King 
Henry VII.; but lay dormant till the year 1621,” when Sir William Alexander got a patent of it, and possessed 
it some years; and afterward Sir David Kirk was proprietor of it, but erelong, “to the surprise of all thinking 
men, it was given up unto the French.” 

Captain King
CAPTAIN KING, CAPTAIN COOK As for other domestic animals, Captain King in his continuation of Captain 

Cook’s Journal in 1779, says of the dogs of Kamtschatka, “Their food in the winter consists entirely of the 
head, entrails, and backbones of salmon, which are put aside and dried for that purpose; and with this diet they 
are fed but sparingly.”

Kidd
CAPTAIN KIDD I even thought of Capt. Kidd
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Pere Kalm (1719-1779)


“A YANKEE IN CANADA”:  The British, Irish, and other immigrants, who 
have settled the townships, are found to have imitated the 
American settlers, and not the French. They reminded me in this 
of the Indians, whom they were slow to displace and to whose 
habits of life they themselves more readily conformed than the 
Indians to theirs. The Governor-General Denouville remarked, in 
1685, that some had long thought that it was necessary to bring 
the Indians near them in order to Frenchify (franciser) them, but 
that they had every reason to think themselves in an error; for 
those who had come near them and were even collected in villages 
in the midst of the colony had not become French, but the French, 
who had haunted them, had become savages. Kalm said: “Though many 
nations imitate the French customs, yet I observed, on the 
contrary, that the French in Canada, in many respects, follow the 
customs of the Indians, with whom they converse every day. They 
make use of the tobacco-pipes, shoes, garters, and girdles of the 
Indians. They follow the Indian way of making war with exactness; 
they mix the same things with tobacco (he might have said that 
both French and English learned the use itself of this weed of 
the Indian); they make use of the Indian bark-boats, and row them 
in the Indian way; they wrap square pieces of cloth round their 
feet instead of stockings; and have adopted many other Indian 
fashions.” Thus, while the descendants of the Pilgrims are 
teaching the English to make pegged boots, the descendants of the 
French in Canada are wearing the Indian moccasin still. The 
French, to their credit be it said, to a certain extent respected 
the Indians as a separate and independent people, and spoke of 
them and contrasted themselves with them as the English have never 
done. They not only went to war with them as allies, but they 
lived at home with them as neighbors. In 1627 the French king 
declared “that the descendants of the French, settled in” New 
France, “and the savages who should be brought to the knowledge 
of the faith, and should make profession of it, should be counted 
and reputed French born (Naturels François); and as such could 
emigrate to France, when it seemed good to them, and there 
acquire, will, inherit, &c., &c., without obtaining letters of 
naturalization.” When the English had possession of Quebec, in 
1630, the Indians, attempting to practise the same familiarity 
with them that they had with the French, were driven out of their 
houses with blows; which accident taught them a difference 
between the two races, and attached them yet more to the French. 
The impression made on me was, that the French Canadians were even 
sharing the fate of the Indians, or at least gradually 
disappearing in what is called the Saxon current.
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KALM I was pleased to learn afterward, from Kalm’s Travels in North America, that the inhabitants of the Lower 
St. Lawrence call this grass (Calamagrostis arenaria), and also Sea-lyme grass (Elymus arenarius), seigle de 
mer; and he adds, “I have been assured that these plants grow in great plenty in Newfoundland, and on other 
North American shores; the places covered with them looking, at a distance, like cornfields; which might 
explain the passage in our northern accounts of the excellent wine land, which mentions that they had found 
whole fields of wheat growing wild.”
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Longfellow
PRINCE WILLIAMSON DE MONTS BANCROFT LONGFELLOW GOSNOLD It is not generally remembered, 

if known, by the descendants of the Pilgrims, that when their forefathers were spending their first memorable 
winter in the New World, they had for neighbors a colony of French no further off than Port Royal (Annapolis, 
Nova Scotia), three hundred miles distant (Prince seems to make it about five hundred miles); where, in spite 
of many vicissitudes, they had been for fifteen years. They built a grist-mill there as early as 1606; also made 
bricks and turpentine on a stream, Williamson says, in 1606. De Monts, who was a Protestant, brought his 
minister with him, who came to blows with the Catholic priest on the subject of religion. Though these 
founders of Acadie endured no less than the Pilgrims, and about the same proportion of them—thirty-five out 
of seventy-nine (Williamson’s Maine says thirty-six out of seventy)—died the first winter at St. Croix, 1604-
5, sixteen years earlier, no orator, to my knowledge, has ever celebrated their enterprise (Williamson’s History 
of Maine does considerably), while the trials which their successors and descendants endured at the hands of 
the English have furnished a theme for both the historian and poet. (See Bancroft’s History and Longfellow’s 
Evangeline.) The remains of their fort at St. Croix were discovered at the end of the last century, and helped 
decide where the true St. Croix, our boundary, was. The very gravestones of those Frenchmen are probably 
older than the oldest English monument in New England north of the Elizabeth Islands, or perhaps anywhere 
in New England, for if there are any traces of Gosnold’s storehouse left, his strong works are gone. Bancroft 
says, advisedly, in 1834, “It requires a believing eye to discern the ruins of the fort”; and that there were no 
ruins of a fort in 1837. 

Lescarbot
LESCARBOT, POSTEL Lescarbot, in 1609, asserts that the French sailors had been accustomed to frequent the 

Newfoundland Banks from time immemorial, “for the codfish with which they feed almost all Europe and 
supply all sea-going vessels,” and accordingly “the language of the nearest lands is half Basque”; and he quotes 
Postel, a learned but extravagant French author, born in 1510, only six years after the Basques, Bretons, and 
Normans are said to have discovered the Grand Bank and adjacent islands, as saying, in his Charte 
Gaeographique, which we have not seen: “Terra haec ob lucrosissimam piscationis utilitatem summa 
litterarum memoria a Gallis adiri solita, et ante mille sexcentos annos frequentari solita est; sed eo quod sit 
urbibus inculta et vasta, spreta est.” “This land, on account of its very lucrative fishery, was accustomed to be 
visited by the Gauls from the very dawn of history, and more than sixteen hundred years ago was accustomed 
to be frequented; but because it was unadorned with cities, and waste, it was despised.”

CHAMPLAIN, SIEUR DE MONTS, LESCARBOT, CAPTAIN SAVALET, RAMUSIO, DE LA ROCHE, 
GILBERT, BARON DE LARI, SAINT JUST, CHARLEVOIX, HALIBURTON, BANCROFT In 1604, 
Champlain being sent by the Sieur de Monts to explore the coast of Norumbegue, sailed up the Penobscot 
twenty-two or twenty-three leagues from “Isle Haute,” or till he was stopped by the falls. He says: “I think that 
this river is that which many pilots and historians call Norembegue, and which the greater part have described 
as great and spacious, with numerous islands; and its entrance in the forty-third or forty-third and one half, or, 
according to others, the forty-fourth degree of latitude, more or less.” He is convinced that “the greater part” 
of those who speak of a great city there have never seen it, but repeat a mere rumor, but he thinks that some 
have seen the mouth of the river since it answers to their description. Under date of 1607 Champlain writes: 
“Three or four leagues north of the Cap de Poitrincourt we found a cross, which was very old, covered with 
moss and almost all decayed, which was an evident sign that there had formerly been Christians there.” Also 
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the following passage from Lescarbot will show how much the neighboring coasts were frequented by 
Europeans in the sixteenth century. Speaking of his return from Port Royal to France in 1607, he says: “At last, 
within four leagues of Campseau, we arrived at a harbor, where a worthy old gentleman from St. John de Lus, 
named Captain Savalet, was fishing, who received us with the utmost courtesy. And as this harbor, which is 
small, but very good, has no name, I have given it on my geographical chart the name of Savalet. This worthy 
man told us that this voyage was the forty-second which he had made to those parts, and yet the 
Newfoundlanders make only one a year. He was wonderfully content with his fishery, and informed us that he 
made daily fifty crowns’ worth of cod, and that his voyage would be worth ten thousand francs. He had sixteen 
men in his employ; and his vessel was of eighty tons, which could carry a hundred thousand dry cod.” (Histoire 
de la Nouvelle France, 1612.) They dried their fish on the rocks on shore. The “Isola della Rena” (Sable 
Island?) appears on the chart of “Nuova Francia” and Norumbega, accompanying the “Discourse” above 
referred to in Ramusio’s third volume, edition 1556-65. Champlain speaks of there being at the Isle of Sable, 
in 1604, “grass pastured by oxen (boeufs) and cows which the Portuguese carried there more than sixty years 
ago,” i. e. sixty years before 1613; in a later edition he says, which came out of a Spanish vessel which was 
lost in endeavoring to settle on the isle of Cape Breton; and he states that De la Roche’s men, who were left 
on this island seven years from 1598, lived on the flesh of these cattle which they found “en quantitae,” and 
built houses out of the wrecks of vessels which came to the island (perhaps Gilbert’s), there being no wood or 
stone. Lescarbot says that they lived “on fish and the milk of cows left there about eighty years before by Baron 
de Leri and Saint Just.” Charlevoix says they ate up the cattle and then lived on fish. Haliburton speaks of cattle 
left there as a rumor. De Leri and Saint Just had suggested plans of colonization on the Isle of Sable as early 
as 1518 (1508?) according to Bancroft, referring to Charlevoix. These are but a few of the instances which I 
might quote. 

CHAMPLAIN BANCROFT LESCARBOT DE MONTS HOLMES HILDRETH BARRY PRING PURCHAS 
HALIBURTION BELKNAP WEYMOUTH SIR F. GORGES JOHN SMITH DES BARRES POINT-
GRAVAE POITRINCOURT Bancroft does not mention Champlain at all among the authorities for De Monts’ 
expedition, nor does he say that he ever visited the coast of New England. Though he bore the title of pilot to 
De Monts, he was, in another sense, the leading spirit, as well as the historian of the expedition. Holmes, 
Hildreth, and Barry, and apparently all our historians who mention Champlain, refer to the edition of 1632, in 
which all the separate charts of our harbors, and about one half the narrative, are omitted; for the author 
explored so many lands afterward that he could afford to forget a part of what he had done. Hildreth, speaking 
of De Monts’s expedition, says that “he looked into the Penobscot, which Pring had discovered two years 
before,” saying nothing about Champlain’s extensive exploration of it for De Monts in 1604 (Holmes says 
1608, and refers to Purchas); also that he followed in the track of Pring along the coast “to Cape Cod, which 
he called Malabarre.” (Haliburton had made the same statement before him in 1829. He called it Cap Blanc, 
and Malle Barre (the Bad Bar) was the name given to a harbor on the east side of the Cape.) Pring says nothing 
about a river there. Belknap says that Weymouth discovered it in 1605. Sir F. Gorges says, in his narration 
(Maine Hist. Coll., Vol. II. p. 19), 1658, that Pring in 1606 “made a perfect discovery of all the rivers and 
harbors.” This is the most I can find. Bancroft makes Champlain to have discovered more western rivers in 
Maine, not naming the Penobscot; he, however, must have been the discoverer of distances on this river (see 
Belknap, p. 147). Pring was absent from England only about six months, and sailed by this part of Cape Cod 
(Malebarre) because it yielded no sassafras, while the French, who probably had not heard of Pring, were 
patiently for years exploring the coast in search of a place of settlement, sounding and surveying its harbors. 
John Smith’s map, published in 1616, from observations in 1614-15, is by many regarded as the oldest map of 
New England. It is the first that was made after this country was called New England, for he so called it; but 
in Champlain’s “Voyages,” edition 1613, (and Lescarbot, in 1612, quotes a still earlier account of his voyage,) 
there is a map of it made when it was known to Christendom as New France, called Carte Gaeographique de 
laNouvelle Franse faictte par le Sieur de Champlain Saint TongoisCappitaine ordinaire pour le roi en la 
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Marine,—faict l’en 1612, from his observations between 1604 and 1607; a map extending from Labrador to 
Cape Cod and westward to the Great Lakes, and crowded with information, geographical, ethnographical, 
zoological, and botanical. He even gives the variation of the compass as observed by himself at that date on 
many parts of the coast. This, taken together with the many separate charts of harbors and their soundings on 
a large scale, which this volume contains,—among the rest, Qui ni be quy (Kennebec), Chouacoit R. (Saco R.), 
Le Beauport, Port St. Louis (near Cape Ann), and others on our coast,—but which are not in the edition of 
1632, makes this a completer map of the New England and adjacent northern coast than was made for half a 
century afterward, almost, we might be allowed to say, till another Frenchman, Des Barres, made another for 
us, which only our late Coast Survey has superseded. Most of the maps of this coast made for a long time after 
betray their indebtedness to Champlain. He was a skilful navigator, a man of science, and geographer to the 
King of France. He crossed the Atlantic about twenty times, and made nothing of it; often in a small vessel in 
which few would dare to go to sea to-day; and on one occasion making the voyage from Tadoussac to St. Malo 
in eighteen days. He was in this neighborhood, that is, between Annapolis, Nova Scotia, and Cape Cod, 
observing the land and its inhabitants, and making a map of the coast, from May, 1604, to September, 1607, 
or about three and ahalf years, and he has described minutely his method of surveying harbors. By his own 
account, a part of his map was engraved in 1604 (?). When Pont-Gravae and others returned to France in 1606, 
he remained at Port Royal with Poitrincourt, “in order,” says he, “by the aid of God, to finish the chart of the 
coasts which I had begun”; and again in his volume, printed before John Smith visited this part of America, he 
says: “It seems to me that I have done my duty as far as I could, if I have not forgotten to put in my said chart 
whatever I saw, and give a particular knowledge to the public of what had never been described nor discovered 
so particularly as I have done it, although some other may have heretofore written of it; but it was a very small 
affair in comparison with what we have discovered within the last ten years.”

Linnaeus
CAROLUS LINNAEUS “Principium erit mirari omnia, etiam tritissima Medium est calamo committere visa et 

utilia Finis erit naturam adcuratius delineare, quam alius si possumus.” Linnaeus de Peregrinatione

Leif the Lucky
PROFESSOR RAFN, THORFINN, THOREAU, LEIF THE LUCKY, THORER Professor Rafn, of Copenhagen, 

thinks that the mirage which I noticed, but which an old inhabitant of Provincetown, to whom I mentioned it, 
had never seen nor heard of, had something to do with the name “Furdustrandas,” i. e. Wonder-Strands, given, 
as I have said, in the old Icelandic account of Thorfinn’s expedition to Vinland in the year 1007, to a part of 
the coast on which he landed. ... But whether Thor-finn saw the mirage here or not, Thor-eau, one of the same 
family, did; and perchance it was because Leif the Lucky had, in a previous voyage, taken Thor-er and his 
people off the rock in the middle of the sea, that Thor-eau was born to see it.
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Luke
LUKE THE EVANGELIST I quote the following sentences at second hand, from a Discourse on Luke, xvi., 23, 

addressed to sinners:— “Thou must ere long go to the bottomless pit. Hell hath enlarged herself, and is ready 
to receive thee. There is room enough for thy entertainment;———” “Consider, thou art going to a place 
prepared by God on purpose to exalt his justice in; a place made for no other employment but torments. Hell 
is God’s house of correction; and, remember, God doth all things like himself. When God would show his 
justice, and what is the weight of his wrath, he makes a hell where it shall, indeed, appear to purpose.” —”Woe 
to thy soul when thou shalt be set up as a butt for the arrows of the Almighty——.” “Consider, God himself 
shall be the principal agent in thy misery,——his breath is the bellows which blows up the flame of hell for 
ever;—and, if he punish thee, if he meet thee in his fury, he will not meet thee as a man; he will give thee an 
omnipotent blow.” “Some think sinning ends with this life; but it is a mistake. The creature is held under an 
everlasting law; the damned increase in sin in hell. Possibly, the mention of this may please thee. But, 
remember, there shall be no pleasant sins there; no eating, drinking, singing, dancing, wanton dalliance, and 
drinking stolen waters; but damned sins, bitter, hellish sins; sins exasperated by torments, cursing God, spite, 
rage, and blasphemy.—The guilt of all thy sins shall be laid upon thy soul, and be made so many heaps of fuel.” 
“Sinner, I beseech thee, realize the truth of these things. Do not go about to dream that this is derogatory to 
God’s mercy, and nothing but a vain fable to scare children out of their wits withal. God can be merciful, 
though he make thee miserable. He shall have monuments enough of that precious attribute, shining like stars 
in the place of glory, and singing eternal hallelujahs to the praise of him that redeemed them, though, to exalt 
the power of his justice, he damn sinners heaps upon heaps.”
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John Claudius Loudon


CAPE COD: Our way to the high sand-bank, which I have described 
as extending all along the coast, led, as usual, through patches 
of Bayberry bushes, which straggled into the sand. This, next to 
the Shrub-oak, was perhaps the most common shrub thereabouts. 
I was much attracted by its odoriferous leaves and small gray 
berries which are clustered about the short twigs, just below the 
last year’s growth. I know of but two bushes in Concord, and they, 
being staminate plants, do not bear fruit. The berries gave it a 
venerable appearance, and they smelled quite spicy, like small 
confectionery. Robert Beverley, in his “History of Virginia,” 
published in 1705, states that “at the mouth of their rivers, and 
all along upon the sea and bay, and near many of their creeks and 
swamps, grows the myrtle, bearing a berry, of which they make a 
hard brittle wax, of a curious green color, which by refining 
becomes almost transparent. Of this they make candles, which are 
never greasy to the touch nor melt with lying in the hottest 
weather; neither does the snuff of these ever offend the smell, 
like that of a tallow candle; but, instead of being disagreeable, 
if an accident puts a candle out, it yields a pleasant fragrancy 
to all that are in the room; insomuch that nice people often put 
them out on purpose to have the incense of the expiring snuff. 
The melting of these berries is said to have been first found out 
by a surgeon in New England, who performed wonderful things with 
a salve made of them.” From the abundance of berries still hanging 
on the bushes, we judged that the inhabitants did not generally 
collect them for tallow, though we had seen a piece in the house 
we had just left. I have since made some tallow myself. Holding 
a basket beneath the bare twigs in April, I rubbed them together 
between my hands and thus gathered about a quart in twenty 
minutes, to which were added enough to make three pints, and I 
might have gathered them much faster with a suitable rake and a 
large shallow basket. They have little prominences like those of 
an orange all encased in tallow, which also fills the interstices 
down to the stone. The oily part rose to the top, making it look 
like a savory black broth, which smelled much like balm or other 
herb tea. You let it cool, then skim off the tallow from the 
surface, melt this again and strain it. I got about a quarter of 
a pound weight from my three pints, and more yet remained within 
the berries. A small portion cooled in the form of small flattish 
hemispheres, like crystallizations, the size of a kernel of corn 
(nuggets I called them as I picked them out from amid the 
berries). Loudon says, that “cultivated trees are said to yield 
more wax than those that are found wild.” (See Duplessy, Végétaux 
Résineux, Vol. II. p. 60.) If you get any pitch on your hands in 
the pine-woods you have only to rub some of these berries between 
your hands to start it off. But the ocean was the grand fact 
there, which made us forget both bayberries and men.
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LOUDON according to Loudon “constitute the principal riches of the inhabitants, where there was a drifting desert 
before.”

Baron de Lari
CHAMPLAIN, SIEUR DE MONTS, LESCARBOT, CAPTAIN SAVALET, RAMUSIO, DE LA ROCHE, 

GILBERT, BARON DE LARI, SAINT JUST, CHARLEVOIX, HALIBURTON, BANCROFT In 1604, 
Champlain being sent by the Sieur de Monts to explore the coast of Norumbegue, sailed up the Penobscot 
twenty-two or twenty-three leagues from “Isle Haute,” or till he was stopped by the falls. He says: “I think that 
this river is that which many pilots and historians call Norembegue, and which the greater part have described 
as great and spacious, with numerous islands; and its entrance in the forty-third or forty-third and one half, or, 
according to others, the forty-fourth degree of latitude, more or less.” He is convinced that “the greater part” 
of those who speak of a great city there have never seen it, but repeat a mere rumor, but he thinks that some 
have seen the mouth of the river since it answers to their description. Under date of 1607 Champlain writes: 
“Three or four leagues north of the Cap de Poitrincourt we found a cross, which was very old, covered with 
moss and almost all decayed, which was an evident sign that there had formerly been Christians there.” Also 
the following passage from Lescarbot will show how much the neighboring coasts were frequented by 
Europeans in the sixteenth century. Speaking of his return from Port Royal to France in 1607, he says: “At last, 
within four leagues of Campseau, we arrived at a harbor, where a worthy old gentleman from St. John de Lus, 
named Captain Savalet, was fishing, who received us with the utmost courtesy. And as this harbor, which is 
small, but very good, has no name, I have given it on my geographical chart the name of Savalet. This worthy 
man told us that this voyage was the forty-second which he had made to those parts, and yet the 
Newfoundlanders make only one a year. He was wonderfully content with his fishery, and informed us that he 
made daily fifty crowns’ worth of cod, and that his voyage would be worth ten thousand francs. He had sixteen 
men in his employ; and his vessel was of eighty tons, which could carry a hundred thousand dry cod.” (Histoire 
de la Nouvelle France, 1612.) They dried their fish on the rocks on shore. The “Isola della Rena” (Sable 
Island?) appears on the chart of “Nuova Francia” and Norumbega, accompanying the “Discourse” above 
referred to in Ramusio’s third volume, edition 1556-65. Champlain speaks of there being at the Isle of Sable, 
in 1604, “grass pastured by oxen (boeufs) and cows which the Portuguese carried there more than sixty years 
ago,” i. e. sixty years before 1613; in a later edition he says, which came out of a Spanish vessel which was 
lost in endeavoring to settle on the isle of Cape Breton; and he states that De la Roche’s men, who were left 
on this island seven years from 1598, lived on the flesh of these cattle which they found “en quantitae,” and 
built houses out of the wrecks of vessels which came to the island (perhaps Gilbert’s), there being no wood or 
stone. Lescarbot says that they lived “on fish and the milk of cows left there about eighty years before by Baron 
de Leri and Saint Just.” Charlevoix says they ate up the cattle and then lived on fish. Haliburton speaks of cattle 
left there as a rumor. De Leri and Saint Just had suggested plans of colonization on the Isle of Sable as early 
as 1518 (1508?) according to Bancroft, referring to Charlevoix. These are but a few of the instances which I 
might quote. 
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De Monts
CHAMPLAIN, DE MONTS, POITRINCOURT, OGILBY In Champlain’s admirable Map of New France, 

including the oldest recognizable map of what is now the New England coast with which I am acquainted, 
Cape Cod is called C.Blan (i. e. Cape White), from the color of its sands, and Massachusetts Bay is Baye 
Blanche. It was visited by De Monts and Champlain in 1605, and the next year was further explored by 
Poitrincourt and Champlain. The latter has given a particular account of these explorations in his “Voyages,” 
together with separate charts and soundings of two of its harbors,—Malle Barre, the Bad Bar (Nauset 
Harbor?), a name now applied to what the French called Cap Baturier,—and Port Fortune, apparently Chatham 
Harbor. Both these names are copied on the map of “Novi Belgii,” in Ogilby’s America. 

Mourt
MOURT Quite recently, on the 11th of November, 1620, old style, as is well known, the Pilgrims in the Mayflower 

came to anchor in Cape Cod Harbor. They had loosed from Plymouth, England, the 6th of September, and, in 
the words of “Mourt’s Relation,” “after many difficulties in boisterous storms, at length, by God’s providence, 
upon the 9th of November, we espied land, which we deemed to be Cape Cod, and so afterward it proved. Upon 
the 11th of November we came to anchor in the bay, which is a good harbor and pleasant bay, circled round 
except in the entrance, which is about four miles over from land to land, compassed about to the very sea with 
oaks, pines, juniper, sassafras, and other sweet wood. It is a harbor wherein a thousand sail of ships may safely 
ride. There we relieved ourselves with wood and water, and refreshed our people, while our shallop was fitted 
to coast the bay, to search for an habitation.”

MOURT I was pleased to read afterward, in Mourt’s Relation of the landing of the Pilgrims in Provincetown 
Harbor, these words: “We found great muscles (the old editor says that they were undoubtedly sea-clams) and 
very fat and full of sea-pearl; but we could not eat them, for they made us all sick that did eat, as well sailors 
as passengers, . . . but they were soon well again.”

John Milton
JOHN MILTON the blind bard of “Paradise Lost and Regained,”— “Hail! Holy Light, offspring of Heaven, first 

born Or of the eternal coeternal beam May I express thee unblamed?”

Admiral Montague
ADMIRAL MONTAGUE History says that “two inhabitants of Truro were the first who adventured to the Falkland 

Isles in pursuit of whales. This voyage was undertaken in the year 1774, by the advice of Admiral Montague 
of the British navy, and was crowned with success.”
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The Reverend Cotton Mather (1662/1663-1727/1728 REVEREND COTTON MATHER)


CAPE COD: The Harbor of Provincetown —which, as well as the greater 
part of the Bay, and a wide expanse of ocean, we overlooked from 
our perch— is deservedly famous. It opens to the south, is free 
from rocks, and is never frozen over. It is said that the only 
ice seen in it drifts in sometimes from Barnstable or Plymouth. 
Dwight remarks that “The storms which prevail on the American 
coast generally come from the east; and there is no other harbor 
on a windward shore within two hundred miles.” J.D. Graham, who 
has made a very minute and thorough survey of this harbor and the 
adjacent waters, states that “its capacity, depth of water, 
excellent anchorage, and the complete shelter it affords from all 
winds, combine to render it one of the most valuable ship harbors 
on our coast.” It is the harbor of the Cape and of the fishermen 
of Massachusetts generally. It was known to navigators several 
years at least before the settlement of Plymouth. In Captain John 
Smith’s map of New England, dated 1614, it bears the name of 
Milford Haven, and Massachusetts Bay that of Stuard’s Bay. 
His Highness, Prince Charles, changed the name of Cape Cod to Cape 
James; but even princes have not always power to change a name 
for the worse, and as Cotton Mather said, Cape Cod is “a name 
which I suppose it will never lose till shoals of codfish be seen 
swimming on its highest hills.”

GRAHAM

JOHN SMITH

REVEREND COTTON MATHER

John N. Maffit
JOHN N. MAFFIT, REVEREND POLUPHLOISBOIOS THALASSA On that side some John N. Maffit; on this, 

the Reverend Poluphloisboios Thalassa. 

Queen Mary
HISTORIAN OF WELLFLEET, KING WILLIAM, QUEEN MARY “At times to this day” (1793), says the 

historian of Wellfleet, “there are King William and Queen Mary’s coppers picked up, and pieces of silver 
called cob-money. The violence of the seas moves the sands on the outer bar, so that at times the iron caboose 
of the ship at low ebbs has been seen.”

Mnasilus
RABELAIS, PANURGE, SILENUS, CHROMIS, MNASILUS His style of conversation was coarse and plain 

enough to have suited Rabelais. He would have made a good Panurge. Or rather he was a sober Silenus, and 
we were the boys Chromis and Mnasilus, who listened to his story. “Not by Haemonian hills the Thracian bard, 
Nor awful Phoebus was on Pindus heard With deeper silence or with more regard.”
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Miller
DR. CHARLES T. JAKCSON, JUDGE HALIBURTON, CHAMPLAIN, CHARLEVOIX, CABOT, BIDDLE, 

MILLER, VERRAZZANI, FRANCIS I, HENRY VII, DENYS OF HONFLEUR Dr. Charles T. Jackson tells 
me that, in the course of a geological survey in 1827, he discovered a gravestone, a slab of trap rock, on Goat 
Island, opposite Annapolis (Port Royal), in Nova Scotia, bearing a Masonic coat-of-arms and the date 1606, 
which is fourteen years earlier than the landing of the Pilgrims. This was left in the possession of Judge 
Haliburton, of Nova Scotia. There were Jesuit priests in what has since been called New England, converting 
the savages at Mount Desert, then St. Savior, in 1613,—having come over to Port Royal in 1611, though they 
were almost immediately interrupted by the English, years before the Pilgrims came hither to enjoy their own 
religion. This according to Champlain. Charlevoix says the same; and after coming from France in 1611, went 
west from Port Royal along the coast as far as the Kennebec in 1612, and were then carried from Port Royal 
to Mount Desert. Indeed, the Englishman’s history of New England commences, only when it ceases to be, 
New France. Though Cabot was the first to discover the continent of North America, Champlain, in the edition 
of his “Voyages” printed in 1632, after the English had for a season got possession of Quebec and Port Royal, 
complains with no little justice: “The common consent of all Europe is to represent New France as extending 
at least to the thirty-fifth and thirty-sixth degrees of latitude, as appears by the maps of the world printed in 
Spain, Italy, Holland, Flanders, Germany, and England, until they possessed themselves of the coasts of New 
France, where are Acadie, the Etchemins (Maine and New Brunswick), the Almouchicois (Massachusetts?), 
and the Great River St. Lawrence, where they have imposed, according to their fancy, such names as New 
England, Scotland, and others; but it is not easy to efface the memory of a thing which is known to all 
Christendom.” That Cabot merely landed on the uninhabitable shore of Labrador, gave the English no just title 
to New England, or to the United States generally, any more than to Patagonia. His careful biographer (Biddle) 
is not certain in what voyage he ran down the coast of the United States, as is reported, and no one tells us what 
he saw. Miller, in the New York Hist. Coll., Vol. I. p. 23, says he does not appear to have landed anywhere. 
Contrast with this Verrazzani’s tarrying fifteen days at one place on the New England coast, and making 
frequent excursions into the interior thence. It chances that the latter’s letter to Francis I., in 1524, contains 
“the earliest original account extant of the Atlantic coast of the United States”; and even from that time the 
northern part of it began to be called La Terra Francese, or French Land. A part of it was called New Holland 
before it was called New England. The English were very backward to explore and settle the continent which 
they had stumbled upon. The French preceded them both in their attempts to colonize the continent of North 
America (Carolina and Florida, 1562-4), and in their first permanent settlement (Port Royal, 1605); and the 
right of possession, naturally enough, was the one which England mainly respected and recognized in the case 
of Spain, of Portugal, and also of France, from the time of Henry VII. The explorations of the French gave to 
the world the first valuable maps of these coasts. Denys of Honfleur made a map of the Gulf of St. Lawrence 
in 1506. 
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Minot
MINOT Leaving far on one side Manomet Point in Plymouth and the Scituate shore, after being out of sight of land 

for an hour or two, for it was rather hazy, we neared the Cohasset Rocks again at Minot’s Ledge, and saw the 
great Tupelo-tree on the edge of Scituate, which lifts its dome, like an umbelliferous plant, high over the 
surrounding forest, and is conspicuous for many miles over land and water. Here was the new iron light-house, 
then unfinished, in the shape of an egg-shell painted red, and placed high on iron pillars, like the ovum of a 
sea monster floating on the waves,—destined to be phosphorescent. As we passed it at half-tide we saw the 
spray tossed up nearly to the shell. A man was to live in that egg-shell day and night, a mile from the shore. 
When I passed it the next summer it was finished and two men lived in it, and a light-house keeper said that 
they told him that in a recent gale it had rocked so as to shake the plates off the table. Think of making your 
bed thus in the crest of a breaker! To have the waves, like a pack of hungry wolves, eying you always, night 
and day, and from time to time making a spring at you, almost sure to have you at last. And not one of all those 
voyagers can come to your relief,—but when yon light goes out, it will be a sign that the light of your life has 
gone out also. What a place to compose a work on breakers! This light-house was the cynosure of all eyes. 

Thomas Morton
WINTHROP, DARBY FIELD, CHAMPLAIN, CARTIER, ROBERVAL, GOSNOLD, VERRAZZANI, GOMEZ, 

BANCROFT, SIR FERDINAND GORGES, THOMAS MORTON, HACKLUYT Even as late as 1633 we 
find Winthrop, the first Governor of the Massachusetts Colony, who was not the most likely to be misinformed, 
who, moreover, has the fame, at least, of having discovered Wachusett Mountain (discerned it forty miles 
inland), talking about the “Great Lake” and the “hideous swamps about it,” near which the Connecticut and 
the “Patomack” took their rise; and among the memorable events of the year 1642 he chronicles Darby Field, 
an Irishman’s expedition to the “White hill,” from whose top he saw eastward what he “judged to be the Gulf 
of Canada,” and westward what he “judged to be the great lake which Canada River comes out of,” and where 
he found much “Muscovy glass,” and “could rive out pieces of forty feet long and seven or eight broad.” While 
the very inhabitants of New England were thus fabling about the country a hundred miles inland, which was 
a terra incognita to them,—or rather many years before the earliest date referred to,—Champlain, the first 
Governor of Canada, not to mention the inland discoveries of Cartier, Roberval, and others, of the preceding. 
It is remarkable that the first, if not the only, part of New England which Cartier saw was Vermont (he also 
saw the mountains of New York), from Montreal Mountain, in 1535, sixty-seven years before Gosnold saw 
Cape Cod. If seeing is discovering,—and that is all that it is proved that Cabot knew of the coast of the United 
States,—then Cartier (to omit Verrazzani and Gomez) was the discoverer of New England rather than Gosnold, 
who is commonly so styled. .d century, and his own earlier voyage, had already gone to war against the 
Iroquois in their forest forts, and penetrated to the Great Lakes and wintered there, before a Pilgrim had heard 
of New England. In Champlain’s “Voyages,” printed in 1613, there is a plate representing a fight in which he 
aided the Canada Indians against the Iroquois, near the south end of Lake Champlain, in July, 1609, eleven 
years before the settlement of Plymouth. Bancroft says he joined the Algonquins in an expedition against the 
Iroquois, or Five Nations, in the northwest of New York. This is that “Great Lake,” which the English, hearing 
some rumor of from the French, long after, locate in an “Imaginary Province called Laconia, and spent several 
years about 1630 in the vain attempt to discover.” (Sir Ferdinand Gorges, in Maine Hist. Coll., Vol. II. p. 68.) 
Thomas Morton has a chapter on this “Great Lake.” In the edition of Champlain’s map dated 1632, the Falls 
of Niagara appear; and in a great lake northwest of Mer Douce (Lake Huron) there is an island represented, 
over which is written, “Isle ouil y a une mine de cuivre,”—”Island where there is a mine of copper.” This will 
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do for an offset to our Governor’s “Muscovy Glass.” Of all these adventures and discoveries we have a minute 
and faithful account, giving facts and dates as well as charts and soundings, all scientific and Frenchman-like, 
with scarcely one fable or traveller’s story. Probably Cape Cod was visited by Europeans long before the 
seventeenth century. It may be that Cabot himself beheld it. Verrazzani, in 1524, according to his own account, 
spent fifteen days on our coast, in latitude 41;dg 40;pr, (some suppose in the harbor of Newport,) and often 
went five or six leagues into the interior there, and he says that he sailed thence at once one hundred and fifty 
leagues northeasterly, always in sight of the coast. There is a chart in Hackluyt’s “Divers Voyages,” made 
according to Verrazzani’s plot, which last is praised for its accuracy by Hackluyt, but I cannot distinguish Cape 
Cod on it, unless it is the “C. Arenas,” which is in the right latitude, though ten degrees west of “Claudia,” 
which is thought to be Block Island. 

THOMAS MORTON (Also, see Thomas Morton’s New English Canaan, page 90.)
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Bishop of Norwich
OLD GERARD, STOWE, BISHOP OF NORWICH, LORD WILLOUGHBY Old Gerard, the English herbalist, 

says, p. 1250: “I find mention in Stowe’s Chronicle, in Anno 1555, of a certain pulse or pease, as they term it, 
wherewith the poor people at that time, there being a great dearth, were miraculously helped: he thus mentions 
it. In the month of August (saith he), in Suffolke, at a place by the sea side all of hard stone and pibble, called 
in those parts a shelf, lying between the towns of Orford and Aldborough, where neither grew grass nor any 
earth was ever seen; it chanced in this barren place suddenly to spring up without any tillage or sowing, great 
abundance of peason, whereof the poor gathered (as men judged) above one hundred quarters, yet remained 
some ripe and some blossoming, as many as ever there were before: to the which place rode the Bishop of 
Norwich and the Lord Willoughby, with others in great number, who found nothing but hard, rocky stone the 
space of three yards under the roots of these peason, which roots were great and long, and very sweet.”

Napoleon
NAPOLEON There was a strange mingling of past and present in his conversation, for he had lived under King 

George, and might have remembered when Napoleon and the moderns generally were born.

Not Any
NOT ANY The Pilgrims appear to have regarded themselves as Not Any’s representatives. Perhaps this was the 

first instance of that quiet way of “speaking for” a place not yet occupied, or at least not improved as much as 
it may be, which their descendants have practiced, and are still practicing so extensively. Not Any seems to 
have been the sole proprietor of all America before the Yankees.

Nearchus, who was Alexander’s admiral

Niebuhr
AELIAN, PLINY, NEARCHUS, ALEXANDER, CHRIST, BARBOSA, NIEBUHR It has been a constant 

traveller’s tale and perhaps slander, now for thousands of years, the Latins and Greeks have repeated it, that 
this or that nation feeds its cattle, or horses, or sheep, on fish, as may be seen in Ælian and Pliny, but in the 
Journal of Nearchus, who was Alexander’s admiral, and made a voyage from the Indus to the Euphrates three 
hundred and twenty six years before Christ, it is said that the inhabitants of a portion of the intermediate coast, 
whom he called Icthyophagi or Fish-eaters, not only ate fishes raw and also dried and pounded in a whale’s 
vertebra for a mortar and made into a paste, but gave them to their cattle, there being no grass on the coast; and 
several modern travellers,—Barbosa, Niebuhr, and others make the same report.

Newcomb
NEWCOMB, SWETT Gull Pond, the largest and a very handsome one, clear and deep, and more than a mile in 

circumference, Newcomb’s, Swett’s, Slough, Horse-Leech, Round, and Herring Ponds, all connected at high 
water, if I do not mistake. The coast-surveyors had come to him for their names, and he told them of one which 
they had not detected.

Noah
NOAH To go to sea! Why, it is to have the experience of Noah,—to realize the deluge. Every vessel is an ark.
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Nix
NIX I heard a boy telling the story of Nix’s mate to some girls as we passed that spot. That was the name of a sailor 

hung there, he said.—”If I am guilty, this island will remain; but if I am innocent, it will be washed away,” and 
now it is all washed away.

Neptune
NEPTUNE, PROTEUS This kelp, oar-weed, tangle, devil’s-apron, sole-leather, or ribbon-weed,—as various 

species are called—appeared to us a singularly marine and fabulous product, a fit invention for Neptune to 
adorn his car with, or a freak of Proteus. 

NEPTUNE The breakers looked like droves of a thousand wild horses of Neptune, rushing to the shore, with their 
white manes streaming far behind; and when, at length, the sun shone for a moment, their manes were rainbow-
tinted.
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Ortelius
RAMUSIO, VERRAZZANI, HACKLUYT, ORTELIUS In a discourse by a great French sea-captain in Ramusio’s 

third volume (1556-65), this is said to be the name given to the land by its inhabitants, and Verrazzani is called 
the discoverer of it; another in 1607 makes the natives call it, or the river, Aguncia. It is represented as an island 
on an accompanying chart. It is frequently spoken of by old writers as a country of indefinite extent, between 
Canada and Florida, and it appears as a large island with Cape Breton at its eastern extremity, on the map made 
according to Verrazzani’s plot in Hackluyt’s “Divers Voyages.” These maps and rumors may have been the 
origin of the notion, common among the early settlers, that New England was an island. The country and city 
of Norumbega appear about where Maine now is on a map in Ortelius (“Theatrum Orbis Terrarum,” Antwerp, 
1570), and the “R. Grande” is drawn where the Penobscot or St. John might be. 

Reverend Samuel Osborn
REVEREND SAMUEL OSBORN The next minister settled here, was the “Rev. Samuel Osborn, who was born in 

Ireland, and educated at the University of Dublin.” He is said to have been “A man of wisdom and virtue,” and 
taught his people the use of peat, and the art of drying and preparing it, which, as they had scarcely any other 
fuel, was a great blessing to them. He also introduced improvements in agriculture. 

Ogilby
CHAMPLAIN, DE MONTS, POITRINCOURT, OGILBY In Champlain’s admirable Map of New France, 

including the oldest recognizable map of what is now the New England coast with which I am acquainted, 
Cape Cod is called C.Blan (i. e. Cape White), from the color of its sands, and Massachusetts Bay is Baye 
Blanche. It was visited by De Monts and Champlain in 1605, and the next year was further explored by 
Poitrincourt and Champlain. The latter has given a particular account of these explorations in his “Voyages,” 
together with separate charts and soundings of two of its harbors,—Malle Barre, the Bad Bar (Nauset 
Harbor?), a name now applied to what the French called Cap Baturier,—and Port Fortune, apparently Chatham 
Harbor. Both these names are copied on the map of “Novi Belgii,” in Ogilby’s America. 

OGILBY on the map “Novi Belgii,” in Ogilby’s America (1670), the words “Port aux Huistres” are placed against 
the same place. 

Ossian
OSSIAN the desolate hills between it and the shore, which are worthy to have been the birthplace of Ossian
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Ovid


CAPE COD: Much smaller waves soon make a boat “nail-sick,” as the 
phrase is. The keeper said that after a long and strong blow there 
would be three large waves, each successively larger than the 
last, and then no large ones for some time, and that, when they 
wished to land in a boat, they came in on the last and largest 
wave. Sir Thomas Browne (as quoted in Brand’s Popular 
Antiquities, p. 372), on the subject of the tenth wave being 
“greater or more dangerous than any other,” after quoting Ovid,–

“Qui venit hic fluctus, fluctus supereminet omnes
 Posterior nono est, undecimoque prior,”–

says, “Which, notwithstanding, is evidently false; nor can it be 
made out by observation either upon the shore or the ocean, as we 
have with diligence explored in both. And surely in vain we expect 
a regularity in the waves of the sea, or in the particular motions 
thereof, as we may in its general reciprocations, whose causes 
are constant, and effects therefore correspondent; whereas its 
fluctuations are but motions subservient, which winds, storms, 
shores, shelves, and every interjacency irregulates.”
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C.E. Potter
C.E. POTTER According to C. E. Potter of Manchester, New Hampshire, the very word schooner is of New 

England origin, being from the Indian schoon or scoot, meaning to rush, as Schoodic, from scoot and auke, a 
place where water rushes.

Pittacus
“Take Time by the forelock” has been attributed to Pittacus of Mitylene (652-569BCE or 650-570BCE) who helped 

to overthrow the tyrant of Mytilene in Lesbos and, becoming the lawgiver there, ruled wisely as a moderate 
democrate for a decade, preventing the nobles in exile, among them Alcaeus, from returning, and to Thales of 
Miletus (636–546BCE).

Thomas Prince


CAPE COD: Thomas Prince, who was several times the governor of the 
Plymouth colony, was the leader of the settlement of Eastham. 
There was recently standing, on what was once his farm, in this 
town, a pear-tree which is said to have been brought from England, 
and planted there by him, about two hundred years ago. It was 
blown down a few months before we were there. A late account says 
that it was recently in a vigorous state; the fruit small, but 
excellent; and it yielded on an average fifteen bushels.

PRINCE WILLIAMSON DE MONTS BANCROFT LONGFELLOW GOSNOLD It is not generally remembered, 
if known, by the descendants of the Pilgrims, that when their forefathers were spending their first memorable 
winter in the New World, they had for neighbors a colony of French no further off than Port Royal (Annapolis, 
Nova Scotia), three hundred miles distant (Prince seems to make it about five hundred miles); where, in spite 
of many vicissitudes, they had been for fifteen years. They built a grist-mill there as early as 1606; also made 
bricks and turpentine on a stream, Williamson says, in 1606. De Monts, who was a Protestant, brought his 
minister with him, who came to blows with the Catholic priest on the subject of religion. Though these 
founders of Acadie endured no less than the Pilgrims, and about the same proportion of them—thirty-five out 
of seventy-nine (Williamson’s Maine says thirty-six out of seventy)—died the first winter at St. Croix, 1604-
5, sixteen years earlier, no orator, to my knowledge, has ever celebrated their enterprise (Williamson’s History 
of Maine does considerably), while the trials which their successors and descendants endured at the hands of 
the English have furnished a theme for both the historian and poet. (See Bancroft’s History and Longfellow’s 
Evangeline.) The remains of their fort at St. Croix were discovered at the end of the last century, and helped 
decide where the true St. Croix, our boundary, was. The very gravestones of those Frenchmen are probably 
older than the oldest English monument in New England north of the Elizabeth Islands, or perhaps anywhere 
in New England, for if there are any traces of Gosnold’s storehouse left, his strong works are gone. Bancroft 
says, advisedly, in 1834, “It requires a believing eye to discern the ruins of the fort”; and that there were no 
ruins of a fort in 1837. 
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Poitrincourt
CHAMPLAIN, DE MONTS, POITRINCOURT, OGILBY In Champlain’s admirable Map of New France, 

including the oldest recognizable map of what is now the New England coast with which I am acquainted, 
Cape Cod is called C.Blan (i. e. Cape White), from the color of its sands, and Massachusetts Bay is Baye 
Blanche. It was visited by De Monts and Champlain in 1605, and the next year was further explored by 
Poitrincourt and Champlain. The latter has given a particular account of these explorations in his “Voyages,” 
together with separate charts and soundings of two of its harbors,—Malle Barre, the Bad Bar (Nauset 
Harbor?), a name now applied to what the French called Cap Baturier,—and Port Fortune, apparently Chatham 
Harbor. Both these names are copied on the map of “Novi Belgii,” in Ogilby’s America. 

POITRINCOURT Champlain in the edition of his “Voyages” printed in 1613, says that in the year 1606 he and 
Poitrincourt explored a harbor (Barnstable Harbor?) in the southerly part of what is now called Massachusetts 
Bay, in latitude 42;dg, about five leagues south, one point west of Cap Blanc (Cape Cod), and there they found 
many good oysters, and they named it “lePort aux Huistres” (Oyster Harbor).

CHAMPLAIN, POITRINCOURT Champlain and Poitrincourt could not land here in 1606, on account of the swell 
(la houlle), yet the savages came off to them in a canoe.

Moses Prince
MOSES PRINCE, ANDREW ROBINSON, COTTON TUFTS It is stated in the Journal of Moses Prince, a brother 

of the annalist, under date of 1721, at which time he visited Gloucester, that the first vessel of the class called 
schooner was built at Gloucester about eight years before, by Andrew Robinson; and late in the same century 
one Cotton Tufts gives us the tradition with some particulars, which he learned on a visit to the same place. 
According to the latter, Robinson having constructed a vessel which he masted and rigged in a peculiar manner, 
on her going off the stocks a by-stander cried out, “O, how she scoons!” whereat Robinson replied, “A 
schooner let her be!” “From which time,” says Tufts, “vessels thus masted and rigged have gone by the name 
of schooners; before which, vessels of this description were not known in Europe or America.”

Proteus
NEPTUNE, PROTEUS This kelp, oar-weed, tangle, devil’s-apron, sole-leather, or ribbon-weed,—as various 

species are called—appeared to us a singularly marine and fabulous product, a fit invention for Neptune to 
adorn his car with, or a freak of Proteus. 

PROTEUS I should not have known what might take hold of the other end, whether Proteus or another.

Palfrey
PALFREY Palfrey said, in his oration at Barnstable, “the duck does not take to the water with a surer instinct than 

the Barnstable boy. He leaps from his leading-strings into the shrouds, it is but a bound from the mother’s lap 
to the masthead. He boxes the compass in his infant soliloquies. He can hand, reef, and steer by the time he 
flies a kite.”

PALFREY “Wherever over the world,” said Palfrey in his oration at Barnstable, “you see the stars and stripes 
floating, you may have good hope that beneath them some one will be found who can tell you the soundings 
of Barnstable, or Wellfleet, or Chatham Harbor.”

Panurge
RABELAIS, PANURGE, SILENUS, CHROMIS, MNASILUS His style of conversation was coarse and plain 

enough to have suited Rabelais. He would have made a good Panurge. Or rather he was a sober Silenus, and 
we were the boys Chromis and Mnasilus, who listened to his story. “Not by Haemonian hills the Thracian bard, 
Nor awful Phoebus was on Pindus heard With deeper silence or with more regard.”
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Pliny
PLINY, ALEXANDER, STRABO As we are treating of fishy matters, let me insert what Pliny says, that “the 

commanders of the fleets of Alexander the Great have related that the Gedrosi, who dwell on the banks of the 
river Arabis, are in the habit of making the doors of their houses with the jaw-bones of fishes, and raftering the 
roofs with their bones.” Strabo tells the same of the Ichthyophagi.

AELIAN, PLINY, NEARCHUS, ALEXANDER, CHRIST, BARBOSA, NIEBUHR It has been a constant 
traveller’s tale and perhaps slander, now for thousands of years, the Latins and Greeks have repeated it, that 
this or that nation feeds its cattle, or horses, or sheep, on fish, as may be seen in Ælian and Pliny, but in the 
Journal of Nearchus, who was Alexander’s admiral, and made a voyage from the Indus to the Euphrates three 
hundred and twenty six years before Christ, it is said that the inhabitants of a portion of the intermediate coast, 
whom he called Icthyophagi or Fish-eaters, not only ate fishes raw and also dried and pounded in a whale’s 
vertebra for a mortar and made into a paste, but gave them to their cattle, there being no grass on the coast; and 
several modern travellers,—Barbosa, Niebuhr, and others make the same report.

HARDOUIN, CUVIER, BOHN, PLINY “Hardouin remarks, that the Basques of his day were in the habit of 
fencing their gardens with the ribs of the whale, which sometimes exceeded twenty feet in length; and Cuvier 
says, that at the present time the jaw-bone of the whale is used in Norway for the purpose of making beams or 
posts for buildings.” (Bohn’s ed. trans. of Pliny, Vol. II. p. 361.)

Pont-Gravae

Poitrincourt

Purchas

Martin Pring
MARTIN PRING, SALTERNE, GOSNOLD, BABSON, ELIZABETH, BANCROFT But in the Journal of Pring’s 

Voyage the next year (and Salterne, who was with Pring, had accompanied Gosnold) it is said, “Departing 
hence we bore into that great gulf which Captain Gosnold over-shot the year before. Savage Rock,” which 
some have supposed to be, from the name, the Salvages, a ledge about two miles off Rockport, Cape Ann, was 
probably the Nubble, a large, high rock near the shore, on the east side of York Harbor, Maine. The first land 
made by Gosnold is presumed by experienced navigators to be Cape Elizabeth, on the same coast. (See 
Babson’s History of Gloucester, Massachusetts.) So they sailed round the Cape, calling the southeasterly 
extremity “Point Care,” till they came to an island which they named Martha’s Vineyard (now called No Man’s 
Land), and another on which they dwelt awhile, which they named Elizabeth’s Island, in honor of the queen, 
one of the group since so called, now known by its Indian name Cuttyhunk. There they built a small storehouse, 
the first house built by the English in New England, whose cellar could recently still be seen, made partly of 
stones taken from the beach. Bancroft says (edition of 1837), the ruins of the fort can no longer be discerned. 
They who were to have remained becoming discontented, all together set sail for England with a load of 
sassafras and other commodities, on the 18th of June following. The next year came Martin Pring, looking for 
sassafras, and thereafter they began to come thick and fast, until long after sassafras had lost its reputation.
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CHAMPLAIN BANCROFT LESCARBOT DE MONTS HOLMES HILDRETH BARRY PRING PURCHAS 
HALIBURTION BELKNAP WEYMOUTH SIR F. GORGES JOHN SMITH DES BARRES POINT-
GRAVAE POITRINCOURT Bancroft does not mention Champlain at all among the authorities for De Monts’ 
expedition, nor does he say that he ever visited the coast of New England. Though he bore the title of pilot to 
De Monts, he was, in another sense, the leading spirit, as well as the historian of the expedition. Holmes, 
Hildreth, and Barry, and apparently all our historians who mention Champlain, refer to the edition of 1632, in 
which all the separate charts of our harbors, and about one half the narrative, are omitted; for the author 
explored so many lands afterward that he could afford to forget a part of what he had done. Hildreth, speaking 
of De Monts’s expedition, says that “he looked into the Penobscot, which Pring had discovered two years 
before,” saying nothing about Champlain’s extensive exploration of it for De Monts in 1604 (Holmes says 
1608, and refers to Purchas); also that he followed in the track of Pring along the coast “to Cape Cod, which 
he called Malabarre.” (Haliburton had made the same statement before him in 1829. He called it Cap Blanc, 
and Malle Barre (the Bad Bar) was the name given to a harbor on the east side of the Cape.) Pring says nothing 
about a river there. Belknap says that Weymouth discovered it in 1605. Sir F. Gorges says, in his narration 
(Maine Hist. Coll., Vol. II. p. 19), 1658, that Pring in 1606 “made a perfect discovery of all the rivers and 
harbors.” This is the most I can find. Bancroft makes Champlain to have discovered more western rivers in 
Maine, not naming the Penobscot; he, however, must have been the discoverer of distances on this river (see 
Belknap, p. 147). Pring was absent from England only about six months, and sailed by this part of Cape Cod 
(Malebarre) because it yielded no sassafras, while the French, who probably had not heard of Pring, were 
patiently for years exploring the coast in search of a place of settlement, sounding and surveying its harbors. 
John Smith’s map, published in 1616, from observations in 1614-15, is by many regarded as the oldest map of 
New England. It is the first that was made after this country was called New England, for he so called it; but 
in Champlain’s “Voyages,” edition 1613, (and Lescarbot, in 1612, quotes a still earlier account of his voyage,) 
there is a map of it made when it was known to Christendom as New France, called Carte Gaeographique de 
laNouvelle Franse faictte par le Sieur de Champlain Saint TongoisCappitaine ordinaire pour le roi en la 
Marine,—faict l’en 1612, from his observations between 1604 and 1607; a map extending from Labrador to 
Cape Cod and westward to the Great Lakes, and crowded with information, geographical, ethnographical, 
zoological, and botanical. He even gives the variation of the compass as observed by himself at that date on 
many parts of the coast. This, taken together with the many separate charts of harbors and their soundings on 
a large scale, which this volume contains,—among the rest, Qui ni be quy (Kennebec), Chouacoit R. (Saco R.), 
Le Beauport, Port St. Louis (near Cape Ann), and others on our coast,—but which are not in the edition of 
1632, makes this a completer map of the New England and adjacent northern coast than was made for half a 
century afterward, almost, we might be allowed to say, till another Frenchman, Des Barres, made another for 
us, which only our late Coast Survey has superseded. Most of the maps of this coast made for a long time after 
betray their indebtedness to Champlain. He was a skilful navigator, a man of science, and geographer to the 
King of France. He crossed the Atlantic about twenty times, and made nothing of it; often in a small vessel in 
which few would dare to go to sea to-day; and on one occasion making the voyage from Tadoussac to St. Malo 
in eighteen days. He was in this neighborhood, that is, between Annapolis, Nova Scotia, and Cape Cod, 
observing the land and its inhabitants, and making a map of the coast, from May, 1604, to September, 1607, 
or about three and ahalf years, and he has described minutely his method of surveying harbors. By his own 
account, a part of his map was engraved in 1604 (?). When Pont-Gravae and others returned to France in 1606, 
he remained at Port Royal with Poitrincourt, “in order,” says he, “by the aid of God, to finish the chart of the 
coasts which I had begun”; and again in his volume, printed before John Smith visited this part of America, he 
says: “It seems to me that I have done my duty as far as I could, if I have not forgotten to put in my said chart 
whatever I saw, and give a particular knowledge to the public of what had never been described nor discovered 
so particularly as I have done it, although some other may have heretofore written of it; but it was a very small 
affair in comparison with what we have discovered within the last ten years.”

http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/thumbnails/T/HDT.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/explanation.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/ActiveIndex.pdf


“Stack of the Artist of Kouroo” Project 121

TRAVELED MUCH IN CONCORD MA

HDT WHAT? INDEX

Postel
LESCARBOT, POSTEL Lescarbot, in 1609, asserts that the French sailors had been accustomed to frequent the 

Newfoundland Banks from time immemorial, “for the codfish with which they feed almost all Europe and 
supply all sea-going vessels,” and accordingly “the language of the nearest lands is half Basque”; and he quotes 
Postel, a learned but extravagant French author, born in 1510, only six years after the Basques, Bretons, and 
Normans are said to have discovered the Grand Bank and adjacent islands, as saying, in his Charte 
Gaeographique, which we have not seen: “Terra haec ob lucrosissimam piscationis utilitatem summa 
litterarum memoria a Gallis adiri solita, et ante mille sexcentos annos frequentari solita est; sed eo quod sit 
urbibus inculta et vasta, spreta est.” “This land, on account of its very lucrative fishery, was accustomed to be 
visited by the Gauls from the very dawn of history, and more than sixteen hundred years ago was accustomed 
to be frequented; but because it was unadorned with cities, and waste, it was despised.”

POSTEL Earlier than the date Postel refers to, at any rate, Cape Cod lay in utter darkness to the civilized world, 
though even then the sun rose from eastward out of the sea every day, and, rolling over the Cape, went down 
westward into the Bay. It was even then Cape and Bay,—ay, the Cape of Codfish, and the Bay of the 
Massachusetts, perchance.

Samuel Penhallow
CABOT, SAMUEL PENHALLOW, KING HENRY VII, SIR WILLIAM ALEXANDER, SIR DAVID KIRK 

Cabot spoke like an Englishman, as he was, if he said, as one reports, in reference to the discovery of the 
American Continent, when he found it running toward the north, that it was a great disappointment to him, 
being in his way to India; but we would rather add to than detract from the fame of so great a discoverer. 
Samuel Penhallow, in his History (Boston, 1726), p. 51, speaking of “Port Royal and Nova Scotia,” says of the 
last, that its “first seizure was by Sir Sebastian Cobbet for the crown of Great Britain, in the reign of King 
Henry VII.; but lay dormant till the year 1621,” when Sir William Alexander got a patent of it, and possessed 
it some years; and afterward Sir David Kirk was proprietor of it, but erelong, “to the surprise of all thinking 
men, it was given up unto the French.” 

Phaedrus
PHAEDRUS ‘Mr. Willard, after producing the sermon in the handwriting of Mr. Treat, might have addressed these 

sage critics in the words of Phaedrus:— ‘En hic declarat, quales sitis judices.’” Lib. v., Fab. 5
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Diego Ribero
DIEGO RIBERO, ETIENNE GOMEZ The “Biographie Universelle” informs us that “An ancient manuscript chart 

drawn in 1529 by Diego Ribeiro, a Spanish cosmographer, has preserved the memory of the voyage of Gomez. 
One reads in it under (au dessous) the place occupied by the States of New York, Connecticut, and Rhode 
Island, Terre d’Etienne Gomez, qu’il daecouvrit en 1525 (Land of Etienne Gomez, which he discovered in 
1525).” This chart, with a memoir, was published at Weimar in the last century. 

Roberval
JEAN ALPHONSE, ROBERTVAL, HACKLUYT Jean Alphonse, Roberval’s pilot in Canada in 1542, one of the 

most skilful navigators of his time, and who has given remarkably minute and accurate direction for sailing up 
the St. Lawrence, showing that he knows what he is talking about, says in his “Routier” (it is in Hackluyt), “I 
have been at a bay as far as the forty-second degree, between Norimbegue and Florida, but I have not explored 
the bottom of it, and I do not know whether it passes from one land to the other,” i. e. to Asia. (“J’ai aetae aga 
une Baye jusques par les 42;ke degraes entre la Norimbegue et la Floride; mais je n’en ai pas cherchae le fond, 
et ne saccais pas si elle passe d’une terre aga l’autre.”) This may refer to Massachusetts Bay, if not possibly to 
the western inclination of the coast a little farther south. When he says, “I have no doubt that the Norimbegue 
enters into the river of Canada,” he is perhaps so interpreting some account which the Indians had given 
respecting the route from the St. Lawrence to the Atlantic, by the St. John, or Penobscot, or possibly even the 
Hudson River. We hear rumors of this country of “Norumbega” and its great city from many quarters. 

WINTHROP, DARBY FIELD, CHAMPLAIN, CARTIER, ROBERVAL, GOSNOLD, VERRAZZANI, GOMEZ, 
BANCROFT, SIR FERDINAND GORGES, THOMAS MORTON, HACKLUYT Even as late as 1633 we 
find Winthrop, the first Governor of the Massachusetts Colony, who was not the most likely to be misinformed, 
who, moreover, has the fame, at least, of having discovered Wachusett Mountain (discerned it forty miles 
inland), talking about the “Great Lake” and the “hideous swamps about it,” near which the Connecticut and 
the “Patomack” took their rise; and among the memorable events of the year 1642 he chronicles Darby Field, 
an Irishman’s expedition to the “White hill,” from whose top he saw eastward what he “judged to be the Gulf 
of Canada,” and westward what he “judged to be the great lake which Canada River comes out of,” and where 
he found much “Muscovy glass,” and “could rive out pieces of forty feet long and seven or eight broad.” While 
the very inhabitants of New England were thus fabling about the country a hundred miles inland, which was 
a terra incognita to them,—or rather many years before the earliest date referred to,—Champlain, the first 
Governor of Canada, not to mention the inland discoveries of Cartier, Roberval, and others, of the preceding. 
It is remarkable that the first, if not the only, part of New England which Cartier saw was Vermont (he also 
saw the mountains of New York), from Montreal Mountain, in 1535, sixty-seven years before Gosnold saw 
Cape Cod. If seeing is discovering,—and that is all that it is proved that Cabot knew of the coast of the United 
States,—then Cartier (to omit Verrazzani and Gomez) was the discoverer of New England rather than Gosnold, 
who is commonly so styled. .d century, and his own earlier voyage, had already gone to war against the 
Iroquois in their forest forts, and penetrated to the Great Lakes and wintered there, before a Pilgrim had heard 
of New England. In Champlain’s “Voyages,” printed in 1613, there is a plate representing a fight in which he 
aided the Canada Indians against the Iroquois, near the south end of Lake Champlain, in July, 1609, eleven 
years before the settlement of Plymouth. Bancroft says he joined the Algonquins in an expedition against the 
Iroquois, or Five Nations, in the northwest of New York. This is that “Great Lake,” which the English, hearing 
some rumor of from the French, long after, locate in an “Imaginary Province called Laconia, and spent several 
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years about 1630 in the vain attempt to discover.” (Sir Ferdinand Gorges, in Maine Hist. Coll., Vol. II. p. 68.) 
Thomas Morton has a chapter on this “Great Lake.” In the edition of Champlain’s map dated 1632, the Falls 
of Niagara appear; and in a great lake northwest of Mer Douce (Lake Huron) there is an island represented, 
over which is written, “Isle ouil y a une mine de cuivre,”—”Island where there is a mine of copper.” This will 
do for an offset to our Governor’s “Muscovy Glass.” Of all these adventures and discoveries we have a minute 
and faithful account, giving facts and dates as well as charts and soundings, all scientific and Frenchman-like, 
with scarcely one fable or traveller’s story. Probably Cape Cod was visited by Europeans long before the 
seventeenth century. It may be that Cabot himself beheld it. Verrazzani, in 1524, according to his own account, 
spent fifteen days on our coast, in latitude 41;dg 40;pr, (some suppose in the harbor of Newport,) and often 
went five or six leagues into the interior there, and he says that he sailed thence at once one hundred and fifty 
leagues northeasterly, always in sight of the coast. There is a chart in Hackluyt’s “Divers Voyages,” made 
according to Verrazzani’s plot, which last is praised for its accuracy by Hackluyt, but I cannot distinguish Cape 
Cod on it, unless it is the “C. Arenas,” which is in the right latitude, though ten degrees west of “Claudia,” 
which is thought to be Block Island. 

Professor Rafn
PROFESSOR RAFN, THORFINN, THOREAU, LEIF THE LUCKY, THORER Professor Rafn, of Copenhagen, 

thinks that the mirage which I noticed, but which an old inhabitant of Provincetown, to whom I mentioned it, 
had never seen nor heard of, had something to do with the name “Furdustrandas,” i. e. Wonder-Strands, given, 
as I have said, in the old Icelandic account of Thorfinn’s expedition to Vinland in the year 1007, to a part of 
the coast on which he landed. ... But whether Thor-finn saw the mirage here or not, Thor-eau, one of the same 
family, did; and perchance it was because Leif the Lucky had, in a previous voyage, taken Thor-er and his 
people off the rock in the middle of the sea, that Thor-eau was born to see it.

Riley
RILEY we were reminded of “Riley’s Narrative” of his captivity in the sands of Arabia

Andrew Robinson
MOSES PRINCE, ANDREW ROBINSON, COTTON TUFTS It is stated in the Journal of Moses Prince, a brother 

of the annalist, under date of 1721, at which time he visited Gloucester, that the first vessel of the class called 
schooner was built at Gloucester about eight years before, by Andrew Robinson; and late in the same century 
one Cotton Tufts gives us the tradition with some particulars, which he learned on a visit to the same place. 
According to the latter, Robinson having constructed a vessel which he masted and rigged in a peculiar manner, 
on her going off the stocks a by-stander cried out, “O, how she scoons!” whereat Robinson replied, “A 
schooner let her be!” “From which time,” says Tufts, “vessels thus masted and rigged have gone by the name 
of schooners; before which, vessels of this description were not known in Europe or America.”
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Giovanni Battista Ramusio


CAPE COD: We hear rumors of this country of “Norumbega” and its 
great city from many quarters. In a discourse by a great French 
sea-captain in Ramusio’s third volume (1556-65), this is said to 
be the name given to the land by its inhabitants, and Verrazzani 
is called the discoverer of it; another in 1607 makes the natives 
call it, or the river, Aguncia. It is represented as an island on 
an accompanying chart. It is frequently spoken of by old writers 
as a country of indefinite extent, between Canada and Florida, 
and it appears as a large island with Cape Breton at its eastern 
extremity, on the map made according to Verrazzani’s plot in 
Hackluyt’s “Divers Voyages.” These maps and rumors may have been 
the origin of the notion, common among the early settlers, that 
New England was an island. The country and city of Norumbega 
appear about where Maine now is on a map in Ortelius (“Theatrum 
Orbis Terrarum,” Antwerp, 1570), and the “R. Grande” is drawn 
where the Penobscot or St. John might be. 

RAMUSIO


CAPE COD: The “Isola della Réna” (Sable Island?) appears on the 
chart of “Nuova Francia” and Norumbega, accompanying the 
“Discourse” above referred to in Ramusio’s third volume, edition 
1556-65. Champlain speaks of there being at the Isle of Sable, in 
1604, “grass pastured by oxen (boeufs) and cows which the 
Portuguese carried there more than sixty years ago,” i.e. sixty 
years before 1613; in a later edition he says, which came out of 
a Spanish vessel which was lost in endeavoring to settle on the 
Isle of Sable; and he states that De la Roche’s men, who were left 
on this island seven years from 1598, lived on the flesh of these 
cattle which they found “en quantite,” and built houses out of 
the wrecks of vessels which came to the island (“perhaps 
Gilbert’s”), there being no wood or stone. Lescarbot says that 
they lived “on fish and the milk of cows left there about eighty 
years before by Baron de Leri and Saint Just.” Charlevoix says 
they ate up the cattle and then lived on fish. Haliburton speaks 
of cattle left there as a rumor. De Leri and Saint Just had 
suggested plans of colonization on the Isle of Sable as early as 
1515 (1508?) according to Bancroft, referring to Charlevoix. 
These are but a few of the instances which I might quote.

HALIBURTON

BANCROFT

CHAMPLAIN

PIERRE-FRANÇOIS-XAVIER DE CHARLEVOIX

RAMUSIO
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Rabelais
RABELAIS, PANURGE, SILENUS, CHROMIS, MNASILUS His style of conversation was coarse and plain 

enough to have suited Rabelais. He would have made a good Panurge. Or rather he was a sober Silenus, and 
we were the boys Chromis and Mnasilus, who listened to his story. “Not by Haemonian hills the Thracian bard, 
Nor awful Phoebus was on Pindus heard With deeper silence or with more regard.”
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S

Captain Savalet
CHAMPLAIN, SIEUR DE MONTS, LESCARBOT, CAPTAIN SAVALET, RAMUSIO, DE LA ROCHE, 

GILBERT, BARON DE LARI, SAINT JUST, CHARLEVOIX, HALIBURTON, BANCROFT In 1604, 
Champlain being sent by the Sieur de Monts to explore the coast of Norumbegue, sailed up the Penobscot 
twenty-two or twenty-three leagues from “Isle Haute,” or till he was stopped by the falls. He says: “I think that 
this river is that which many pilots and historians call Norembegue, and which the greater part have described 
as great and spacious, with numerous islands; and its entrance in the forty-third or forty-third and one half, or, 
according to others, the forty-fourth degree of latitude, more or less.” He is convinced that “the greater part” 
of those who speak of a great city there have never seen it, but repeat a mere rumor, but he thinks that some 
have seen the mouth of the river since it answers to their description. Under date of 1607 Champlain writes: 
“Three or four leagues north of the Cap de Poitrincourt we found a cross, which was very old, covered with 
moss and almost all decayed, which was an evident sign that there had formerly been Christians there.” Also 
the following passage from Lescarbot will show how much the neighboring coasts were frequented by 
Europeans in the sixteenth century. Speaking of his return from Port Royal to France in 1607, he says: “At last, 
within four leagues of Campseau, we arrived at a harbor, where a worthy old gentleman from St. John de Lus, 
named Captain Savalet, was fishing, who received us with the utmost courtesy. And as this harbor, which is 
small, but very good, has no name, I have given it on my geographical chart the name of Savalet. This worthy 
man told us that this voyage was the forty-second which he had made to those parts, and yet the 
Newfoundlanders make only one a year. He was wonderfully content with his fishery, and informed us that he 
made daily fifty crowns’ worth of cod, and that his voyage would be worth ten thousand francs. He had sixteen 
men in his employ; and his vessel was of eighty tons, which could carry a hundred thousand dry cod.” (Histoire 
de la Nouvelle France, 1612.) They dried their fish on the rocks on shore. The “Isola della Rena” (Sable 
Island?) appears on the chart of “Nuova Francia” and Norumbega, accompanying the “Discourse” above 
referred to in Ramusio’s third volume, edition 1556-65. Champlain speaks of there being at the Isle of Sable, 
in 1604, “grass pastured by oxen (boeufs) and cows which the Portuguese carried there more than sixty years 
ago,” i. e. sixty years before 1613; in a later edition he says, which came out of a Spanish vessel which was 
lost in endeavoring to settle on the isle of Cape Breton; and he states that De la Roche’s men, who were left 
on this island seven years from 1598, lived on the flesh of these cattle which they found “en quantitae,” and 
built houses out of the wrecks of vessels which came to the island (perhaps Gilbert’s), there being no wood or 
stone. Lescarbot says that they lived “on fish and the milk of cows left there about eighty years before by Baron 
de Leri and Saint Just.” Charlevoix says they ate up the cattle and then lived on fish. Haliburton speaks of cattle 
left there as a rumor. De Leri and Saint Just had suggested plans of colonization on the Isle of Sable as early 
as 1518 (1508?) according to Bancroft, referring to Charlevoix. These are but a few of the instances which I 
might quote. 
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Stowe
OLD GERARD, STOWE, BISHOP OF NORWICH, LORD WILLOUGHBY Old Gerard, the English herbalist, 

says, p. 1250: “I find mention in Stowe’s Chronicle, in Anno 1555, of a certain pulse or pease, as they term it, 
wherewith the poor people at that time, there being a great dearth, were miraculously helped: he thus mentions 
it. In the month of August (saith he), in Suffolke, at a place by the sea side all of hard stone and pibble, called 
in those parts a shelf, lying between the towns of Orford and Aldborough, where neither grew grass nor any 
earth was ever seen; it chanced in this barren place suddenly to spring up without any tillage or sowing, great 
abundance of peason, whereof the poor gathered (as men judged) above one hundred quarters, yet remained 
some ripe and some blossoming, as many as ever there were before: to the which place rode the Bishop of 
Norwich and the Lord Willoughby, with others in great number, who found nothing but hard, rocky stone the 
space of three yards under the roots of these peason, which roots were great and long, and very sweet.”

Uncle Sam
UNCLE SAM The Post-office appeared a singularly domestic institution here. Ever and anon the stage stopped 

before some low shop or dwelling, and a wheelwright or shoemaker appeared in his shirt sleeves and leather 
apron, with spectacles newly donned, holding up Uncle Sam’s bag, as if it were a slice of home-made cake, 
for the travellers, while he retailed some piece of gossip to the driver, really as indifferent to the presence of 
the former, as if they were so much baggage.

Reverend John Simpkins
REVEREND JOHN SIMPKINS The same author (the Rev. John Simpkins) said of the inhabitants, a good while 

ago: “No persons appear to have a greater relish for the social circle and domestic pleasures. They are not in 
the habit of frequenting taverns, unless on public occasions. I know not of a proper idler or tavern-haunter in 
the place.”

Captain John Sears
CAPTAIN JOHN SEARS Captain John Sears, of Suet, was the first person in this country who obtained pure 

marine salt by solar evaporation alone ... in the year 1776

Captain John Smith
CAPTAIN JOHN SMITH, CHAMPLAIN, BRADFORD Very different is the general and off-hand account given 

by Captain John Smith, who was on this coast six years earlier, and speaks like an old traveller, voyager, and 
soldier, who had seen too much of the world to exaggerate, or even to dwell long, on a part of it. In his 
“Description of New England,” printed in 1616, after speaking of Accomack, since called Plymouth, he says: 
“Cape Cod is the next presents itself, which is only a headland of high hills of sand, overgrown with shrubby 
pines, hurts, and such trash, but an excellent harbor for all weathers. This Cape is made by the main sea on the 
one side, and a great bay on the other, in form of a sickle.” Champlain had already written, “Which we named 
Cap Blanc (Cape White), because they were sands and downs (sables et dunes) which appeared thus.” When 
the Pilgrims get to Plymouth their reporter says again, “The land for the crust of the earth is a spit’s depth,”—
that would seem to be their recipe for an earth’s crust,—”excellent black mould and fat in some places.” 
However, according to Bradford himself, whom some consider the author of part of “Mourt’s Relation,” they 
who came over in the Fortune the next year were somewhat daunted when “they came into the harbor of Cape 
Cod, and there saw nothing but a naked and barren place.” They soon found out their mistake with respect to 
the goodness of Plymouth soil. Yet when at length, some years later, when they were fully satisfied of the 
poorness of the place which they had chosen, “the greater part,” says Bradford, “consented to a removal to a 
place called Nausett,” they agreed to remove all together to Nauset, now Eastham, which was jumping out of 
the frying-pan into the fire; and some of the most respectable of the inhabitants of Plymouth did actually 
remove thither accordingly.
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CAPTAIN JOHN SMITH The Bermudas are said to have been discovered by a Spanish ship of that name which 
was wrecked on them, “which till then,” says Capt. John Smith, “for six thousand years had been nameless.” 
The English did not stumble upon them in their first voyages to Virginia; and the first Englishman who was 
ever there was wrecked on them in 1593. Smith says, “No place known hath better walls nor a broader ditch.” 

CHAMPLAIN BANCROFT LESCARBOT DE MONTS HOLMES HILDRETH BARRY PRING PURCHAS 
HALIBURTION BELKNAP WEYMOUTH SIR F. GORGES JOHN SMITH DES BARRES POINT-
GRAVAE POITRINCOURT Bancroft does not mention Champlain at all among the authorities for De Monts’ 
expedition, nor does he say that he ever visited the coast of New England. Though he bore the title of pilot to 
De Monts, he was, in another sense, the leading spirit, as well as the historian of the expedition. Holmes, 
Hildreth, and Barry, and apparently all our historians who mention Champlain, refer to the edition of 1632, in 
which all the separate charts of our harbors, and about one half the narrative, are omitted; for the author 
explored so many lands afterward that he could afford to forget a part of what he had done. Hildreth, speaking 
of De Monts’s expedition, says that “he looked into the Penobscot, which Pring had discovered two years 
before,” saying nothing about Champlain’s extensive exploration of it for De Monts in 1604 (Holmes says 
1608, and refers to Purchas); also that he followed in the track of Pring along the coast “to Cape Cod, which 
he called Malabarre.” (Haliburton had made the same statement before him in 1829. He called it Cap Blanc, 
and Malle Barre (the Bad Bar) was the name given to a harbor on the east side of the Cape.) Pring says nothing 
about a river there. Belknap says that Weymouth discovered it in 1605. Sir F. Gorges says, in his narration 
(Maine Hist. Coll., Vol. II. p. 19), 1658, that Pring in 1606 “made a perfect discovery of all the rivers and 
harbors.” This is the most I can find. Bancroft makes Champlain to have discovered more western rivers in 
Maine, not naming the Penobscot; he, however, must have been the discoverer of distances on this river (see 
Belknap, p. 147). Pring was absent from England only about six months, and sailed by this part of Cape Cod 
(Malebarre) because it yielded no sassafras, while the French, who probably had not heard of Pring, were 
patiently for years exploring the coast in search of a place of settlement, sounding and surveying its harbors. 
John Smith’s map, published in 1616, from observations in 1614-15, is by many regarded as the oldest map of 
New England. It is the first that was made after this country was called New England, for he so called it; but 
in Champlain’s “Voyages,” edition 1613, (and Lescarbot, in 1612, quotes a still earlier account of his voyage,) 
there is a map of it made when it was known to Christendom as New France, called Carte Gaeographique de 
laNouvelle Franse faictte par le Sieur de Champlain Saint TongoisCappitaine ordinaire pour le roi en la 
Marine,—faict l’en 1612, from his observations between 1604 and 1607; a map extending from Labrador to 
Cape Cod and westward to the Great Lakes, and crowded with information, geographical, ethnographical, 
zoological, and botanical. He even gives the variation of the compass as observed by himself at that date on 
many parts of the coast. This, taken together with the many separate charts of harbors and their soundings on 
a large scale, which this volume contains,—among the rest, Qui ni be quy (Kennebec), Chouacoit R. (Saco R.), 
Le Beauport, Port St. Louis (near Cape Ann), and others on our coast,—but which are not in the edition of 
1632, makes this a completer map of the New England and adjacent northern coast than was made for half a 
century afterward, almost, we might be allowed to say, till another Frenchman, Des Barres, made another for 
us, which only our late Coast Survey has superseded. Most of the maps of this coast made for a long time after 
betray their indebtedness to Champlain. He was a skilful navigator, a man of science, and geographer to the 
King of France. He crossed the Atlantic about twenty times, and made nothing of it; often in a small vessel in 
which few would dare to go to sea to-day; and on one occasion making the voyage from Tadoussac to St. Malo 
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in eighteen days. He was in this neighborhood, that is, between Annapolis, Nova Scotia, and Cape Cod, 
observing the land and its inhabitants, and making a map of the coast, from May, 1604, to September, 1607, 
or about three and ahalf years, and he has described minutely his method of surveying harbors. By his own 
account, a part of his map was engraved in 1604 (?). When Pont-Gravae and others returned to France in 1606, 
he remained at Port Royal with Poitrincourt, “in order,” says he, “by the aid of God, to finish the chart of the 
coasts which I had begun”; and again in his volume, printed before John Smith visited this part of America, he 
says: “It seems to me that I have done my duty as far as I could, if I have not forgotten to put in my said chart 
whatever I saw, and give a particular knowledge to the public of what had never been described nor discovered 
so particularly as I have done it, although some other may have heretofore written of it; but it was a very small 
affair in comparison with what we have discovered within the last ten years.”


CAPE COD: The Harbor of Provincetown —which, as well as the greater 
part of the Bay, and a wide expanse of ocean, we overlooked from 
our perch— is deservedly famous. It opens to the south, is free 
from rocks, and is never frozen over. It is said that the only 
ice seen in it drifts in sometimes from Barnstable or Plymouth. 
Dwight remarks that “The storms which prevail on the American 
coast generally come from the east; and there is no other harbor 
on a windward shore within two hundred miles.” J.D. Graham, who 
has made a very minute and thorough survey of this harbor and the 
adjacent waters, states that “its capacity, depth of water, 
excellent anchorage, and the complete shelter it affords from all 
winds, combine to render it one of the most valuable ship harbors 
on our coast.” It is the harbor of the Cape and of the fishermen 
of Massachusetts generally. It was known to navigators several 
years at least before the settlement of Plymouth. In Captain John 
Smith’s map of New England, dated 1614, it bears the name of 
Milford Haven, and Massachusetts Bay that of Stuard’s Bay. 
His Highness, Prince Charles, changed the name of Cape Cod to Cape 
James; but even princes have not always power to change a name 
for the worse, and as Cotton Mather said, Cape Cod is “a name 
which I suppose it will never lose till shoals of codfish be seen 
swimming on its highest hills.”

GRAHAM

JOHN SMITH

REVEREND COTTON MATHER

CAPTAIN JOHN SMITH We saw how well the New-Englanders had followed up Captain John Smith’s 
suggestions with regard to the fisheries, made in 1616,—to what a pitch they had carried “this contemptible 
trade of fish,” as he significantly styles it, and were now equal to the Hollanders whose example he holds up 
for the English to emulate; notwithstanding that “in this faculty,” as he says, “the former are so naturalized, 
and of their vents so certainly acquainted, as there is no likelihood they will ever be paralleled, having two or 
three thousand busses, flat-bottoms, sword-pinks, todes, and such like, that breeds them sailors, mariners, 
soldiers, and merchants, never to be wrought out of that trade and fit for any other.”

SMITH, BURKE There was no long interval between the suggestion of Smith and the eulogy of Burke.
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Sindbad
SINDBAD When we came to a pond, he being the native did the honors and carried me over on his shoulders, like 

Sindbad.

Silenus
RABELAIS, PANURGE, SILENUS, CHROMIS, MNASILUS His style of conversation was coarse and plain 

enough to have suited Rabelais. He would have made a good Panurge. Or rather he was a sober Silenus, and 
we were the boys Chromis and Mnasilus, who listened to his story. “Not by Haemonian hills the Thracian bard, 
Nor awful Phoebus was on Pindus heard With deeper silence or with more regard.”

Swett
NEWCOMB, SWETT Gull Pond, the largest and a very handsome one, clear and deep, and more than a mile in 

circumference, Newcomb’s, Swett’s, Slough, Horse-Leech, Round, and Herring Ponds, all connected at high 
water, if I do not mistake. The coast-surveyors had come to him for their names, and he told them of one which 
they had not detected.

Snow
HEMAN DOANE, HIGGINS, SNOW 
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CAPE COD: Thomas Prince, who was several times the governor of the 
Plymouth colony, was the leader of the settlement of Eastham. 
There was recently standing, on what was once his farm, in this 
town, a pear-tree which is said to have been brought from England, 
and planted there by him, about two hundred years ago. It was 
blown down a few months before we were there. A late account says 
that it was recently in a vigorous state; the fruit small, but 
excellent; and it yielded on an average fifteen bushels. Some 
appropriate lines have been addressed to it, by a Mr. Heman Doane, 
from which I will quote, partly because they are the only specimen 
of Cape Cod verse which I remember to have seen, and partly 
because they are not bad.

“Two hundred years have, on the wings of Time,
        Passed, with their joys and woes, since thou, Old Tree!
  Put forth thy first leaves in this foreign clime,
        Transplanted from the soil beyond the sea.
        *     *     *     *     *     *

[These stars represent the more clerical lines, and also those 
which have deceased.]

“That exiled band long since have passed away,
        And still, Old Tree! thou standest in the place
  Where Prince’s hand did plant thee in his day–
        An undesigned memorial of his race
  And time; of those our honor’d fathers, when
        They came from Plymouth o’er and settled here;
  Doane, Higgins, Snow, and other worthy men,
        Whose names their sons remember to revere.
        *     *     *     *     *     *
“Old Time has thinned thy boughs, Old Pilgrim Tree!
        And bowed thee with the weight of many years;
  Yet, ’mid the frosts of age, thy bloom we see,
        And yearly still thy mellow fruit appears.”

There are some other lines which I might quote, if they were not 
tied to unworthy companions, by the rhyme. When one ox will lie 
down, the yoke bears hard on him that stands up.

HEMAN DOANE
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SNOW The wrecker directed us to a slight depression, called Snow’s Hollow, by which we ascended the bank—
for, elsewhere, if not difficult, it was inconvenient to climb it on account of the sliding sand which filled our 
shoes.

Reverend Nathan Stone
REVEREND NATHAN STONE And, again, on that of the Rev. Nathan Stone, of Dennis: “Vir humilis, mitis, 

blandus, advenarum hospes; suis commodis in terra non studens, reconditis thesauris in coelo.”
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Stewart
STEWART, DENTON The other day I came across the following scrap in a newspaper. “A RELIGIOUS FISH.—

A short time ago, mine host Stewart, of the Denton Hotel, purchased a rock-fish, weighing about sixty pounds. 
On opening it he found in it a certificate of membership of the M. E. Church, which he read as follows:— 
Member Methodist E. Church. Founded A.D. 1784. Quarterly Ticket. 18 Minister.’For our light affliction, 
which is but for a moment, worketh for us a far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory.’—2 Cor. iv. 17. 
‘O what are all my sufferings here, If, Lord, thou count me meet With that enraptured host t’ appear, And 
worship at thy feet.’”The paper was of course in a crumpled and wet condition, but on exposing it to the sun, 
and ironing the kinks out of it, it became quite legible.— Denton (Md.) Journal.” 

Scylla
SCYLLA, CHARYBDIS The ancients would have represented it as a sea-monster with open jaws, more terrible 

than Scylla and Charybdis.

Sieur de Monts
CHAMPLAIN, SIEUR DE MONTS, LESCARBOT, CAPTAIN SAVALET, RAMUSIO, DE LA ROCHE, 

GILBERT, BARON DE LARI, SAINT JUST, CHARLEVOIX, HALIBURTON, BANCROFT In 1604, 
Champlain being sent by the Sieur de Monts to explore the coast of Norumbegue, sailed up the Penobscot 
twenty-two or twenty-three leagues from “Isle Haute,” or till he was stopped by the falls. He says: “I think that 
this river is that which many pilots and historians call Norembegue, and which the greater part have described 
as great and spacious, with numerous islands; and its entrance in the forty-third or forty-third and one half, or, 
according to others, the forty-fourth degree of latitude, more or less.” He is convinced that “the greater part” 
of those who speak of a great city there have never seen it, but repeat a mere rumor, but he thinks that some 
have seen the mouth of the river since it answers to their description. Under date of 1607 Champlain writes: 
“Three or four leagues north of the Cap de Poitrincourt we found a cross, which was very old, covered with 
moss and almost all decayed, which was an evident sign that there had formerly been Christians there.” Also 
the following passage from Lescarbot will show how much the neighboring coasts were frequented by 
Europeans in the sixteenth century. Speaking of his return from Port Royal to France in 1607, he says: “At last, 
within four leagues of Campseau, we arrived at a harbor, where a worthy old gentleman from St. John de Lus, 
named Captain Savalet, was fishing, who received us with the utmost courtesy. And as this harbor, which is 
small, but very good, has no name, I have given it on my geographical chart the name of Savalet. This worthy 
man told us that this voyage was the forty-second which he had made to those parts, and yet the 
Newfoundlanders make only one a year. He was wonderfully content with his fishery, and informed us that he 
made daily fifty crowns’ worth of cod, and that his voyage would be worth ten thousand francs. He had sixteen 
men in his employ; and his vessel was of eighty tons, which could carry a hundred thousand dry cod.” (Histoire 
de la Nouvelle France, 1612.) They dried their fish on the rocks on shore. The “Isola della Rena” (Sable 
Island?) appears on the chart of “Nuova Francia” and Norumbega, accompanying the “Discourse” above 
referred to in Ramusio’s third volume, edition 1556-65. Champlain speaks of there being at the Isle of Sable, 
in 1604, “grass pastured by oxen (boeufs) and cows which the Portuguese carried there more than sixty years 
ago,” i. e. sixty years before 1613; in a later edition he says, which came out of a Spanish vessel which was 
lost in endeavoring to settle on the isle of Cape Breton; and he states that De la Roche’s men, who were left 
on this island seven years from 1598, lived on the flesh of these cattle which they found “en quantitae,” and 
built houses out of the wrecks of vessels which came to the island (perhaps Gilbert’s), there being no wood or 
stone. Lescarbot says that they lived “on fish and the milk of cows left there about eighty years before by Baron 
de Leri and Saint Just.” Charlevoix says they ate up the cattle and then lived on fish. Haliburton speaks of cattle 
left there as a rumor. De Leri and Saint Just had suggested plans of colonization on the Isle of Sable as early 
as 1518 (1508?) according to Bancroft, referring to Charlevoix. These are but a few of the instances which I 
might quote. 
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Sieur de la Borde
SIEUR DE LA BORDE In the Sieur de la Borde’s “Relation des Caraibes,” my edition of which was published at 

Amsterdam in 1711, at page 530 he says:— “Couroumon a Caraibe, also a star, makes the great lames aga la 
mer, and overturns canoes. Lames aga la mer are the long vagues which are not broken (entrecoupaees), and 
such as one sees come to land all in one piece, from one end of a beach to another, so that, however little wind 
there may be, a shallop or a canoe could hardly land (aborder terre) without turning over, or being filled with 
water.”

Stout
STOUT Stout’s Creek, in Truro

William Shakespeare
WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE We are told that the deepest water in the English Channel between Shakespeare’s 

Cliff and Cape Grinez, in France, is one hundred and eighty feet
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Bory St. Vincent


CAPE COD: One species of kelp, according to Bory St. Vincent, has 
a stem fifteen hundred feet long, and hence is the longest 
vegetable known, and a brig’s crew spent two days to no purpose 
collecting the trunks of another kind cast ashore on the Falkland 
Islands, mistaking it for drift-wood. (See Harvey on Algæ.) This 
species looked almost edible, at least, I thought that if I were 
starving I would try it. One sailor told me that the cows ate it. 
It cut like cheese; for I took the earliest opportunity to sit 
down and deliberately whittle up a fathom or two of it, that I 
might become more intimately acquainted with it, see how it cut, 
and if it were hollow all the way through. The blade looked like 
a broad belt, whose edges had been quilled, or as if stretched by 
hammering, and it was also twisted spirally. The extremity was 
generally worn and ragged from the lashing of the waves. A piece 
of the stem which I carried home shrunk to one quarter of its size 
a week afterward, and was completely covered with crystals of salt 
like frost. The reader will excuse my greenness –though it is not 
sea-greenness, like his, perchance– for I live by a river shore, 
where this weed does not wash up. When we consider in what meadows 
it grew, and how it was raked, and in what kind of hay weather 
got in or out, we may well be curious about it. One who is weather-
wise, has given the following account of the matter:–

“When descends on the Atlantic,
          The gigantic
     Storm-wind of the equinox,
Landward in his wrath he scourges
          The toiling surges,
     Laden with sea-weed from the rocks.

“From Bermuda’s reefs, from edges
          Of sunken ledges,
     On some far-off bright Azore;
From Bahama and the dashing,
          Silver-flashing
     Surges of San Salvador;

“From the tumbling surf that buries
          The Orkneyan Skerries,
     Answering the hoarse Hebrides;
And from wrecks of ships and drifting
          Spars, uplifting
     On the desolate rainy seas;
“Ever drifting, drifting, drifting
          On the shifting
     Currents of the restless main.”
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But he was not thinking of this shore, when he added–

“Till, in sheltered coves, and reaches
Of sandy beaches,
  All have found repose again.”

These weeds were the symbols of those grotesque and fabulous 
thoughts which have not yet got into the sheltered coves of 
literature.

“Ever drifting, drifting, drifting
On the shifting
 Currents of the restless heart,”
 And not yet “in books recorded
          They, like hoarded
 Household words, no more depart.”
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Salterne
MARTIN PRING, SALTERNE, GOSNOLD, BABSON, ELIZABETH, BANCROFT But in the Journal of Pring’s 

Voyage the next year (and Salterne, who was with Pring, had accompanied Gosnold) it is said, “Departing 
hence we bore into that great gulf which Captain Gosnold over-shot the year before. Savage Rock,” which 
some have supposed to be, from the name, the Salvages, a ledge about two miles off Rockport, Cape Ann, was 
probably the Nubble, a large, high rock near the shore, on the east side of York Harbor, Maine. The first land 
made by Gosnold is presumed by experienced navigators to be Cape Elizabeth, on the same coast. (See 
Babson’s History of Gloucester, Massachusetts.) So they sailed round the Cape, calling the southeasterly 
extremity “Point Care,” till they came to an island which they named Martha’s Vineyard (now called No Man’s 
Land), and another on which they dwelt awhile, which they named Elizabeth’s Island, in honor of the queen, 
one of the group since so called, now known by its Indian name Cuttyhunk. There they built a small storehouse, 
the first house built by the English in New England, whose cellar could recently still be seen, made partly of 
stones taken from the beach. Bancroft says (edition of 1837), the ruins of the fort can no longer be discerned. 
They who were to have remained becoming discontented, all together set sail for England with a load of 
sassafras and other commodities, on the 18th of June following. The next year came Martin Pring, looking for 
sassafras, and thereafter they began to come thick and fast, until long after sassafras had lost its reputation.

Swift
SWIFT I was especially amused by the Lilliputian old oaks in the south part of Truro.

Sutter
SUTTER the American Fork, where Sutter’s Fort presides

Strabo
PLINY, ALEXANDER, STRABO As we are treating of fishy matters, let me insert what Pliny says, that “the 

commanders of the fleets of Alexander the Great have related that the Gedrosi, who dwell on the banks of the 
river Arabis, are in the habit of making the doors of their houses with the jaw-bones of fishes, and raftering the 
roofs with their bones.” Strabo tells the same of the Ichthyophagi.

Storer
STORER Storer had rightfully omitted it in his Report on the Fishes, since it is not a fish
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Thorwald


CAPE COD: These are the oldest accounts which we have of Cape Cod, 
unless, perchance, Cape Cod is, as some suppose, the same with that 
“Kial-ar-nes” or Keel-Cape, on which, according to old Icelandic 
manuscripts, Thorwald, son of Eric the Red, after sailing many days 
southwest from Greenland, broke his keel in the year 1004; and where, 
according to another, in some respects less trustworthy manuscript, 
Thor-finn Karlsefne (“that is, one who promises or is destined to be 
an able or great man”; he is said to have had a son born in New 
England, from whom Thorwaldsen the sculptor was descended), sailing 
past, in the year 1007, with his wife Gudrida, Snorre Thorbrandson, 
Biarne Grimolfson, and Thorhall Gamlason, distinguished Norsemen, in 
three ships containing “one hundred and sixty men and all sorts of 
live stock” (probably the first Norway rats among the rest), having 
the land “on the right side” of them, “rowed ashore,” and found 
“auor-aefi (trackless deserts),” and “Strand-ir laang-ar ok sand-ar 
(long narrow beaches and sand-hills),” and “called the shores Furdu-
strand-ir (Wonder-Strands), because the sailing by them seemed 
long.”
According to the Icelandic manuscripts, Thorwald was the first then, 
— unless possibly one Biarne Heriulfson (i.e. son of Heriulf) who 
had been seized with a great desire to travel, sailing from Iceland 
to Greenland in the year 986 to join his father who had migrated 
thither, for he had resolved, says the manuscript, “to spend the 
following winter, like all the preceding ones, with his father,” — 
being driven far to the southwest by a storm, when it cleared up saw 
the low land of Cape Cod looming faintly in the distance; but this 
not answering to the description of Greenland, he put his vessel 
about, and, sailing northward along the coast, at length reached 
Greenland and his father. At any rate, he may put forth a strong 
claim to be regarded as the discoverer of the American continent.
These Northmen were a hardy race, whose younger sons inherited the 
ocean, and traversed it without chart or compass, and they are said 
to have been “the first who learned the art of sailing on a wind.” 
Moreover, they had a habit of casting their door-posts overboard and 
settling wherever they went ashore. But as Biarne, and Thorwald, and 
Thorfinn have not mentioned the latitude and longitude distinctly 
enough, though we have great respect for them as skilful and 
adventurous navigators, we must for the present remain in doubt as 
to what capes they did see. We think that they were considerably 
further north.
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Thorwaldsen


CAPE COD: These are the oldest accounts which we have of Cape Cod, 
unless, perchance, Cape Cod is, as some suppose, the same with that 
“Kial-ar-nes” or Keel-Cape, on which, according to old Icelandic 
manuscripts, Thorwald, son of Eric the Red, after sailing many days 
southwest from Greenland, broke his keel in the year 1004; and where, 
according to another, in some respects less trustworthy manuscript, 
Thor-finn Karlsefne (“that is, one who promises or is destined to be 
an able or great man”; he is said to have had a son born in New 
England, from whom Thorwaldsen the sculptor was descended), sailing 
past, in the year 1007, with his wife Gudrida, Snorre Thorbrandson, 
Biarne Grimolfson, and Thorhall Gamlason, distinguished Norsemen, in 
three ships containing “one hundred and sixty men and all sorts of 
live stock” (probably the first Norway rats among the rest), having 
the land “on the right side” of them, “rowed ashore,” and found 
“auor-aefi (trackless deserts),” and “Strand-ir laang-ar ok sand-ar 
(long narrow beaches and sand-hills),” and “called the shores Furdu-
strand-ir (Wonder-Strands), because the sailing by them seemed 
long.”
According to the Icelandic manuscripts, Thorwald was the first then, 
— unless possibly one Biarne Heriulfson (i.e. son of Heriulf) who 
had been seized with a great desire to travel, sailing from Iceland 
to Greenland in the year 986 to join his father who had migrated 
thither, for he had resolved, says the manuscript, “to spend the 
following winter, like all the preceding ones, with his father,” — 
being driven far to the southwest by a storm, when it cleared up saw 
the low land of Cape Cod looming faintly in the distance; but this 
not answering to the description of Greenland, he put his vessel 
about, and, sailing northward along the coast, at length reached 
Greenland and his father. At any rate, he may put forth a strong 
claim to be regarded as the discoverer of the American continent.
These Northmen were a hardy race, whose younger sons inherited the 
ocean, and traversed it without chart or compass, and they are said 
to have been “the first who learned the art of sailing on a wind.” 
Moreover, they had a habit of casting their door-posts overboard and 
settling wherever they went ashore. But as Biarne, and Thorwald, and 
Thorfinn have not mentioned the latitude and longitude distinctly 
enough, though we have great respect for them as skilful and 
adventurous navigators, we must for the present remain in doubt as 
to what capes they did see. We think that they were considerably 
further north.
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Snorre Thorbrandson


CAPE COD: These are the oldest accounts which we have of Cape Cod, 
unless, perchance, Cape Cod is, as some suppose, the same with that 
“Kial-ar-nes” or Keel-Cape, on which, according to old Icelandic 
manuscripts, Thorwald, son of Eric the Red, after sailing many days 
southwest from Greenland, broke his keel in the year 1004; and where, 
according to another, in some respects less trustworthy manuscript, 
Thor-finn Karlsefne (“that is, one who promises or is destined to be 
an able or great man”; he is said to have had a son born in New 
England, from whom Thorwaldsen the sculptor was descended), sailing 
past, in the year 1007, with his wife Gudrida, Snorre Thorbrandson, 
Biarne Grimolfson, and Thorhall Gamlason, distinguished Norsemen, in 
three ships containing “one hundred and sixty men and all sorts of 
live stock” (probably the first Norway rats among the rest), having 
the land “on the right side” of them, “rowed ashore,” and found 
“auor-aefi (trackless deserts),” and “Strand-ir laang-ar ok sand-ar 
(long narrow beaches and sand-hills),” and “called the shores Furdu-
strand-ir (Wonder-Strands), because the sailing by them seemed 
long.”
According to the Icelandic manuscripts, Thorwald was the first then, 
— unless possibly one Biarne Heriulfson (i.e. son of Heriulf) who 
had been seized with a great desire to travel, sailing from Iceland 
to Greenland in the year 986 to join his father who had migrated 
thither, for he had resolved, says the manuscript, “to spend the 
following winter, like all the preceding ones, with his father,” — 
being driven far to the southwest by a storm, when it cleared up saw 
the low land of Cape Cod looming faintly in the distance; but this 
not answering to the description of Greenland, he put his vessel 
about, and, sailing northward along the coast, at length reached 
Greenland and his father. At any rate, he may put forth a strong 
claim to be regarded as the discoverer of the American continent.
These Northmen were a hardy race, whose younger sons inherited the 
ocean, and traversed it without chart or compass, and they are said 
to have been “the first who learned the art of sailing on a wind.” 
Moreover, they had a habit of casting their door-posts overboard and 
settling wherever they went ashore. But as Biarne, and Thorwald, and 
Thorfinn have not mentioned the latitude and longitude distinctly 
enough, though we have great respect for them as skilful and 
adventurous navigators, we must for the present remain in doubt as 
to what capes they did see. We think that they were considerably 
further north.
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Cotton Tufts
MOSES PRINCE, ANDREW ROBINSON, COTTON TUFTS It is stated in the Journal of Moses Prince, a brother 

of the annalist, under date of 1721, at which time he visited Gloucester, that the first vessel of the class called 
schooner was built at Gloucester about eight years before, by Andrew Robinson; and late in the same century 
one Cotton Tufts gives us the tradition with some particulars, which he learned on a visit to the same place. 
According to the latter, Robinson having constructed a vessel which he masted and rigged in a peculiar manner, 
on her going off the stocks a by-stander cried out, “O, how she scoons!” whereat Robinson replied, “A 
schooner let her be!” “From which time,” says Tufts, “vessels thus masted and rigged have gone by the name 
of schooners; before which, vessels of this description were not known in Europe or America.”

Thales
“Take Time by the forelock” has been attributed to Pittacus of Mitylene (652-569BCE or 650-570BCE) who helped 

to overthrow the tyrant of Mytilene in Lesbos and, becoming the lawgiver there, ruled wisely as a moderate 
democrate for a decade, preventing the nobles in exile, among them Alcaeus, from returning, and to Thales of 
Miletus (636–546BCE).

Reverend Poluphloisboios Thalassa 
JOHN N. MAFFIT, REVEREND POLUPHLOISBOIOS THALASSA On that side some John N. Maffit; on this, 

the Reverend Poluphloisboios Thalassa. 

Samuel Treat (1648-1716/1717 REVEREND SAMUEL TREAT)


CAPE COD: The first minister settled here was the Rev. Samuel 
Treat, in 1672, a gentleman who is said to be “entitled to a 
distinguished rank among the evangelists of New England.” He 
converted many Indians, as well as white men, in his day, and 
translated the Confession of Faith into the Naset language. These 
were the Indians concerning whom their first teacher, Richard 
Bourne, wrote to Gookin in 1674, that he had been to see one who 
was sick, “and there came from him very savory and heavenly 
expressions,” but, with regard to the mass of them, he says, “the 
truth is, that many of them are very loose in their course, to my 
heart-breaking sorrow.” Mr. Treat is described as a Calvinist of 
the strictest kind, not one of those who, by giving up or 
explaining away, become like a porcupine disarmed of its quills, 
but a consistent Calvinist, who can dart his quills to a distance 
and courageously defend himself. There exists a volume of his 
sermons in manuscript, “which,” says a commentator, “appear to 
have been designed for publication.”

REVEREND SAMUEL TREAT
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Thorhall

Thorfinn

Thoreau

Thorer
PROFESSOR RAFN, THORFINN, THOREAU, LEIF THE LUCKY, THORER Professor Rafn, of Copenhagen, 

thinks that the mirage which I noticed, but which an old inhabitant of Provincetown, to whom I mentioned it, 
had never seen nor heard of, had something to do with the name “Furdustrandas,” i. e. Wonder-Strands, given, 
as I have said, in the old Icelandic account of Thorfinn’s expedition to Vinland in the year 1007, to a part of 
the coast on which he landed. ... But whether Thor-finn saw the mirage here or not, Thor-eau, one of the same 
family, did; and perchance it was because Leif the Lucky had, in a previous voyage, taken Thor-er and his 
people off the rock in the middle of the sea, that Thor-eau was born to see it.

THORHALL, THORFINN It chanced that this was the most conclusive evidence which we met with to prove, 
what the Copenhagen antiquaries assert, that these shores were the Furdustrandas, which Thorhall, the 
companion of Thorfinn during his expedition to Vinland in 1007, sailed past in disgust. It appears that after 
they had left the Cape and explored the country about Straum-Fiordr (Buzzard’s Bay!), Thorhall, who was 
disappointed at not getting any wine to drink there, determined to sail north again in search of Vinland. Though 
the antiquaries have given us the original Icelandic, I prefer to quote their translation, since theirs is the only 
Latin which I know to have been aimed at Cape Cod. “Cum parati erant, sublato velo, cecinit Thorhallus Ego 
redeamus, ubi conterranei sunt nostri! faciamus alitem, expansi arenosi peritum, lata navis explorare curricula 
dum procellam incitantes gladii more impatientes, qui terram collaudant, Furdustrandas inhabitant et coquunt 
balenas.” In other words: “When they were ready and their sail hoisted, Thorhall sang: Let us return thither 
where our fellow-countrymen are. Let us make a bird skilful to fly through the heaven of sand, to explore the 
broad track of ships; while warriors who impel to the tempest of swords, who praise the land, inhabit Wonder-
Strands, and cook whales.” And so he sailed north past Cape Cod, as the antiquaries say, “and was shipwrecked 
on to Ireland.” 
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Verrazzani
RAMUSIO, VERRAZZANI, HACKLUYT, ORTELIUS In a discourse by a great French sea-captain in Ramusio’s 

third volume (1556-65), this is said to be the name given to the land by its inhabitants, and Verrazzani is called 
the discoverer of it; another in 1607 makes the natives call it, or the river, Aguncia. It is represented as an island 
on an accompanying chart. It is frequently spoken of by old writers as a country of indefinite extent, between 
Canada and Florida, and it appears as a large island with Cape Breton at its eastern extremity, on the map made 
according to Verrazzani’s plot in Hackluyt’s “Divers Voyages.” These maps and rumors may have been the 
origin of the notion, common among the early settlers, that New England was an island. The country and city 
of Norumbega appear about where Maine now is on a map in Ortelius (“Theatrum Orbis Terrarum,” Antwerp, 
1570), and the “R. Grande” is drawn where the Penobscot or St. John might be. 

WINTHROP, DARBY FIELD, CHAMPLAIN, CARTIER, ROBERVAL, GOSNOLD, VERRAZZANI, GOMEZ, 
BANCROFT, SIR FERDINAND GORGES, THOMAS MORTON, HACKLUYT Even as late as 1633 we 
find Winthrop, the first Governor of the Massachusetts Colony, who was not the most likely to be misinformed, 
who, moreover, has the fame, at least, of having discovered Wachusett Mountain (discerned it forty miles 
inland), talking about the “Great Lake” and the “hideous swamps about it,” near which the Connecticut and 
the “Patomack” took their rise; and among the memorable events of the year 1642 he chronicles Darby Field, 
an Irishman’s expedition to the “White hill,” from whose top he saw eastward what he “judged to be the Gulf 
of Canada,” and westward what he “judged to be the great lake which Canada River comes out of,” and where 
he found much “Muscovy glass,” and “could rive out pieces of forty feet long and seven or eight broad.” While 
the very inhabitants of New England were thus fabling about the country a hundred miles inland, which was 
a terra incognita to them,—or rather many years before the earliest date referred to,—Champlain, the first 
Governor of Canada, not to mention the inland discoveries of Cartier, Roberval, and others, of the preceding. 
It is remarkable that the first, if not the only, part of New England which Cartier saw was Vermont (he also 
saw the mountains of New York), from Montreal Mountain, in 1535, sixty-seven years before Gosnold saw 
Cape Cod. If seeing is discovering,—and that is all that it is proved that Cabot knew of the coast of the United 
States,—then Cartier (to omit Verrazzani and Gomez) was the discoverer of New England rather than Gosnold, 
who is commonly so styled. .d century, and his own earlier voyage, had already gone to war against the 
Iroquois in their forest forts, and penetrated to the Great Lakes and wintered there, before a Pilgrim had heard 
of New England. In Champlain’s “Voyages,” printed in 1613, there is a plate representing a fight in which he 
aided the Canada Indians against the Iroquois, near the south end of Lake Champlain, in July, 1609, eleven 
years before the settlement of Plymouth. Bancroft says he joined the Algonquins in an expedition against the 
Iroquois, or Five Nations, in the northwest of New York. This is that “Great Lake,” which the English, hearing 
some rumor of from the French, long after, locate in an “Imaginary Province called Laconia, and spent several 
years about 1630 in the vain attempt to discover.” (Sir Ferdinand Gorges, in Maine Hist. Coll., Vol. II. p. 68.) 
Thomas Morton has a chapter on this “Great Lake.” In the edition of Champlain’s map dated 1632, the Falls 
of Niagara appear; and in a great lake northwest of Mer Douce (Lake Huron) there is an island represented, 
over which is written, “Isle ouil y a une mine de cuivre,”—”Island where there is a mine of copper.” This will 
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do for an offset to our Governor’s “Muscovy Glass.” Of all these adventures and discoveries we have a minute 
and faithful account, giving facts and dates as well as charts and soundings, all scientific and Frenchman-like, 
with scarcely one fable or traveller’s story. Probably Cape Cod was visited by Europeans long before the 
seventeenth century. It may be that Cabot himself beheld it. Verrazzani, in 1524, according to his own account, 
spent fifteen days on our coast, in latitude 41;dg 40;pr, (some suppose in the harbor of Newport,) and often 
went five or six leagues into the interior there, and he says that he sailed thence at once one hundred and fifty 
leagues northeasterly, always in sight of the coast. There is a chart in Hackluyt’s “Divers Voyages,” made 
according to Verrazzani’s plot, which last is praised for its accuracy by Hackluyt, but I cannot distinguish Cape 
Cod on it, unless it is the “C. Arenas,” which is in the right latitude, though ten degrees west of “Claudia,” 
which is thought to be Block Island. 

DR. CHARLES T. JACKSON, JUDGE HALIBURTON, CHAMPLAIN, CHARLEVOIX, CABOT, BIDDLE, 
MILLER, VERRAZZANI, FRANCIS I, HENRY VII, DENYS OF HONFLEUR Dr. Charles T. Jackson tells 
me that, in the course of a geological survey in 1827, he discovered a gravestone, a slab of trap rock, on Goat 
Island, opposite Annapolis (Port Royal), in Nova Scotia, bearing a Masonic coat-of-arms and the date 1606, 
which is fourteen years earlier than the landing of the Pilgrims. This was left in the possession of Judge 
Haliburton, of Nova Scotia. There were Jesuit priests in what has since been called New England, converting 
the savages at Mount Desert, then St. Savior, in 1613,—having come over to Port Royal in 1611, though they 
were almost immediately interrupted by the English, years before the Pilgrims came hither to enjoy their own 
religion. This according to Champlain. Charlevoix says the same; and after coming from France in 1611, went 
west from Port Royal along the coast as far as the Kennebec in 1612, and were then carried from Port Royal 
to Mount Desert. Indeed, the Englishman’s history of New England commences, only when it ceases to be, 
New France. Though Cabot was the first to discover the continent of North America, Champlain, in the edition 
of his “Voyages” printed in 1632, after the English had for a season got possession of Quebec and Port Royal, 
complains with no little justice: “The common consent of all Europe is to represent New France as extending 
at least to the thirty-fifth and thirty-sixth degrees of latitude, as appears by the maps of the world printed in 
Spain, Italy, Holland, Flanders, Germany, and England, until they possessed themselves of the coasts of New 
France, where are Acadie, the Etchemins (Maine and New Brunswick), the Almouchicois (Massachusetts?), 
and the Great River St. Lawrence, where they have imposed, according to their fancy, such names as New 
England, Scotland, and others; but it is not easy to efface the memory of a thing which is known to all 
Christendom.” That Cabot merely landed on the uninhabitable shore of Labrador, gave the English no just title 
to New England, or to the United States generally, any more than to Patagonia. His careful biographer (Biddle) 
is not certain in what voyage he ran down the coast of the United States, as is reported, and no one tells us what 
he saw. Miller, in the New York Hist. Coll., Vol. I. p. 23, says he does not appear to have landed anywhere. 
Contrast with this Verrazzani’s tarrying fifteen days at one place on the New England coast, and making 
frequent excursions into the interior thence. It chances that the latter’s letter to Francis I., in 1524, contains 
“the earliest original account extant of the Atlantic coast of the United States”; and even from that time the 
northern part of it began to be called La Terra Francese, or French Land. A part of it was called New Holland 
before it was called New England. The English were very backward to explore and settle the continent which 
they had stumbled upon. The French preceded them both in their attempts to colonize the continent of North 
America (Carolina and Florida, 1562-4), and in their first permanent settlement (Port Royal, 1605); and the 
right of possession, naturally enough, was the one which England mainly respected and recognized in the case 
of Spain, of Portugal, and also of France, from the time of Henry VII. The explorations of the French gave to 
the world the first valuable maps of these coasts. Denys of Honfleur made a map of the Gulf of St. Lawrence 
in 1506. 
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CARTIER, VERRAZZANI, HACKLUYT, CABOT No sooner had Cartier explored the St. Lawrence in 1535, than 
there began to be published by his countrymen remarkably accurate charts of that river as far up as Montreal. 
It is almost all of the continent north of Florida that you recognize on charts for more than a generation 
afterward,— though Verrazzani’s rude plot (made under French auspices) was regarded by Hackluyt, more 
than fifty years after his voyage (in 1524), as the most accurate representation of our coast. The French trail is 
distinct. They went measuring and sounding, and when they got home had something to show for their voyages 
and explorations. There was no danger of their charts being lost, as Cabot’s have been.”
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GABRIEL ARCHER, JOHN BRERETON, CAPTAIN BARTHOLOMEW GOSNOLD, WILLIAMSON, 
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CAPE COD: Cape Cod is commonly said to have been discovered in 
1602. We will consider at length under what circumstances, and 
with what observation and expectations, the first Englishmen whom 
history clearly discerns approached the coast of New England. 
According to the accounts of Archer and Brereton (both of whom 
accompanied Gosnold), on the 26th of March, 1602, old style, 
Captain Bartholomew Gosnold set sail from Falmouth, England, for 
the North Part of Virginia, in a small bark called the Concord, 
they being in all, says one account, “thirty-two persons, whereof 
eight mariners and sailors, twelve purposing upon the discovery 
to return with the ship for England, the rest remain there for 
population.” This is regarded as “the first attempt of the English 
to make a settlement within the limits of New England.” Pursuing 
a new and a shorter course than the usual one by the Canaries, 
“the 14th of April following” they “had sight of Saint Mary’s, an 
island of the Azores.” As their sailors were few and “none of the 
best,” (I use their own phrases,) and they were “going upon an 
unknown coast,” they were not “over-bold to stand in with the 
shore but in open weather”; so they made their first discovery of 
land with the lead. The 23d of April the ocean appeared yellow, 
but on taking up some of the water in a bucket, “it altered not 
either in color or taste from the sea azure.” The 7th of May they 
saw divers birds whose names they knew, and many others in their 
“English tongue of no name.” The 8th of May “the water changed to 
a yellowish green, where at seventy fathoms” they “had ground.” 
The 9th, they had upon their lead “many glittering stones,” — 
“which might promise some mineral matter in the bottom.” The 10th, 
they were over a bank which they thought to be near the western 
end of St. John’s Island, and saw schools of fish. The 12th, they 
say, “continually passed fleeting by us sea-oare, which seemed to 
have their movable course towards the northeast.” On the 13th, 
they observed “great beds of weeds, much wood, and divers things 
else floating by,” and “had smelling of the shore much as from 
the southern Cape and Andalusia in Spain.” On Friday, the 14th, 
early in the morning they descried land on the north, in the 
latitude of forty-three degrees, apparently some part of the 
coast of Maine. Williamson (History of Maine) says it certainly 
could not have been south of the central Isle of Shoals. Belknap 
inclines to think it the south side of Cape Ann. Standing fair 
along by the shore, about twelve o’clock the same day, they came 
to anchor and were visited by eight savages, who came off to them 
“in a Biscay shallop, with sail and oars,” — “an iron grapple, 
and a kettle of copper.” These they at first mistook for 
“Christians distressed.” One of them was “apparelled with a 
waistcoat and breeches of black serge, made after our sea-
fashion, hoes and shoes on his feet; all the rest (saving one that 
had a pair of breeches of blue cloth) were naked.” They appeared 
to have had dealings with “some Basques of St. John de Luz, and 
to understand much more than we,” say the English, “for want of 
language, could comprehend.” But they soon “set sail westward, 
leaving them and their coast.” (This was a remarkable discovery 
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PRINCE WILLIAMSON DE MONTS BANCROFT LONGFELLOW GOSNOLD It is not generally remembered, 
if known, by the descendants of the Pilgrims, that when their forefathers were spending their first memorable 
winter in the New World, they had for neighbors a colony of French no further off than Port Royal (Annapolis, 
Nova Scotia), three hundred miles distant (Prince seems to make it about five hundred miles); where, in spite 
of many vicissitudes, they had been for fifteen years. They built a grist-mill there as early as 1606; also made 
bricks and turpentine on a stream, Williamson says, in 1606. De Monts, who was a Protestant, brought his 
minister with him, who came to blows with the Catholic priest on the subject of religion. Though these 
founders of Acadie endured no less than the Pilgrims, and about the same proportion of them—thirty-five out 
of seventy-nine (Williamson’s Maine says thirty-six out of seventy)—died the first winter at St. Croix, 1604-
5, sixteen years earlier, no orator, to my knowledge, has ever celebrated their enterprise (Williamson’s History 
of Maine does considerably), while the trials which their successors and descendants endured at the hands of 
the English have furnished a theme for both the historian and poet. (See Bancroft’s History and Longfellow’s 
Evangeline.) The remains of their fort at St. Croix were discovered at the end of the last century, and helped 
decide where the true St. Croix, our boundary, was. The very gravestones of those Frenchmen are probably 
older than the oldest English monument in New England north of the Elizabeth Islands, or perhaps anywhere 
in New England, for if there are any traces of Gosnold’s storehouse left, his strong works are gone. Bancroft 
says, advisedly, in 1834, “It requires a believing eye to discern the ruins of the fort”; and that there were no 
ruins of a fort in 1837. 

Lord Willoughby
OLD GERARD, STOWE, BISHOP OF NORWICH, LORD WILLOUGHBY Old Gerard, the English herbalist, 

says, p. 1250: “I find mention in Stowe’s Chronicle, in Anno 1555, of a certain pulse or pease, as they term it, 
wherewith the poor people at that time, there being a great dearth, were miraculously helped: he thus mentions 
it. In the month of August (saith he), in Suffolke, at a place by the sea side all of hard stone and pibble, called 
in those parts a shelf, lying between the towns of Orford and Aldborough, where neither grew grass nor any 
earth was ever seen; it chanced in this barren place suddenly to spring up without any tillage or sowing, great 
abundance of peason, whereof the poor gathered (as men judged) above one hundred quarters, yet remained 
some ripe and some blossoming, as many as ever there were before: to the which place rode the Bishop of 
Norwich and the Lord Willoughby, with others in great number, who found nothing but hard, rocky stone the 
space of three yards under the roots of these peason, which roots were great and long, and very sweet.”

Edward Winslow
EDWARD WINSLOW According to Mourt’s Relation, “he came safely home, though weary and surbated,” that 

is, foot-sore.
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Mr. Willard
MR. WILLARD, MR. WILLARD’S DAUGHTER “After his marriage with the daughter of Mr. Willard (pastor of 

the South Church in Boston), he was sometimes invited by that gentleman to preach in his pulpit. Mr. Willard 
possessed a graceful delivery, a masculine and harmonious voice; and, though he did not gain much reputation 
by his ‘Body of Divinity,’ which is frequently sneered at, particularly by those who have not read it, yet in his 
sermons are strength of thought, and energy of language. The natural consequence was that he was generally 
admired. Mr. Treat having preached one of his best discourses to the congregation of his father-in-law, in his 
usual unhappy manner, excited universal disgust; and several nice judges waited on Mr. Willard, and begged 
that Mr. Treat, who was a worthy, pious man, it was true, but a wretched preacher, might never be invited into 
his pulpit again. To this request Mr. Willard made no reply; but he desired his son-in-law to lend him the 
discourse; which, being left with him, he delivered it without alteration, to his people, a few weeks after. They 
ran to Mr. Willard and requested a copy for the press. ‘See the difference,’ they cried, ‘between yourself and 
your son-in-law; you have preached a sermon on the same text as Mr. Treat’s, but whilst his was contemptible, 
yours is excellent.’

Mr. Whitman
MR. WHITMAN A Mr. Whitman, a former minister of Wellfleet, used to write to his inland friends that the 

blowing sand scratched the windows so that he was obliged to have one new pane set every week, that he might 
see out.

Benjamin Webb
REVEREND BENJAMIN WEBB The next minister was the Rev. Benjamin Webb, of whom, though a neighboring 

clergyman pronounced him “the best man and the best minister whom he ever knew,” yet the historian says, 
that— “As he spent his days in the uniform discharge of his duty, and there were no shades to give relief to his 
character, not much can be said of him. His heart was as pure as the new-fallen snow, which completely covers 
every dark spot in a field; his mind was as serene as the sky in a mild evening in June, when the moon shines 
without a cloud. Name any virtue, and that virtue he practiced; name any vice, and that vice he shunned. But 
if peculiar qualities marked his character, they were his humility, his gentleness, and his love of God. The 
people had long been taught by a son of thunder: in him they were instructed by a son of consolation, who 
sweetly allured them to virtue by soft persuasion, and by exhibiting the mercy of the Supreme Being; for his 
thoughts were so much in heaven, that they seldom descended to the dismal regions below; and though of the 
same religious sentiments as Mr. Treat, yet his attention was turned to those glad tidings of great joy, which a 
Savior came to publish.”

WRITER, WEBB A writer in the Massachusetts Magazine, in the last century, tells us that “when the English first 
settled upon the Cape, there was an island off Chatham, at three leagues’ distance, called Webb’s Island, 
containing twenty acres, covered with red-cedar or savin. The inhabitants of Nantucket used to carry wood 
from it”; but he adds that in his day a large rock alone marked the spot, and the water was six fathoms deep 
there.

King William
HISTORIAN OF WELLFLEET, KING WILLIAM, QUEEN MARY “At times to this day” (1793), says the 

historian of Wellfleet, “there are King William and Queen Mary’s coppers picked up, and pieces of silver 
called cob-money. The violence of the seas moves the sands on the outer bar, so that at times the iron caboose 
of the ship at low ebbs has been seen.”

http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/thumbnails/T/HDT.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/explanation.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/ActiveIndex.pdf


“Stack of the Artist of Kouroo” Project 151

TRAVELED MUCH IN CONCORD MA

HDT WHAT? INDEX

Daniel Webster
DANIEL WEBSTER Daniel Webster, in one of his letters describing blue-fishing off Martha’s Vineyard, referring 

to those smooth places, which fishermen and sailors call “slicks,” says: “We met with them yesterday, and our 
boatman made for them, whenever discovered. He said they were caused by the blue-fish chopping up their 
prey. That is to say, those voracious fellows get into a school of menhaden, which are too large to swallow 
whole, and they bite them into pieces to suit their tastes. And the oil from this butchery, rising to the surface, 
makes the ‘slick.’”
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CAPE COD: It is remarkable that there is not in English any 
adequate or correct account of the French exploration of what is 
now the coast of New England, between 1604 and 1608, though it is 
conceded that they then made the first permanent European 
settlement on the continent of North America north of St. 
Augustine. If the lions had been the painters it would have been 
otherwise. This omission is probably to be accounted for partly 
by the fact that the early edition of Champlain’s “Voyages” had 
not been consulted for this purpose. This contains by far the most 
particular, and, I think, the most interesting chapter of what we 
may call the Ante-Pilgrim history of New England, extending to 
one hundred and sixty pages quarto; but appears to be unknown 
equally to the historian and the orator on Plymouth Rock. Bancroft 
does not mention Champlain at all among the authorities for De 
Monts’ expedition, nor does he say that he ever visited the coast 
of New England. Though he bore the title of pilot to De Monts, he 
was, in another sense, the leading spirit, as well as the 
historian of the expedition. Holmes, Hildreth, and Barry, and 
apparently all our historians who mention Champlain, refer to the 
edition of 1632, in which all the separate charts of our harbors, 
&c., and about one half the narrative, are omitted; for the author 
explored so many lands afterward that he could afford to forget 
a part of what he had done. Hildreth, speaking of De Monts’s 
expedition, says that “he looked into the Penobscot [in 1605], 
which Pring had discovered two years before,” saying nothing 
about Champlain’s extensive exploration of it for De Monts in 1604 
(Holmes says 1608, and refers to Purchas); also that he followed 
in the track of Pring along the coast “to Cape Cod, which he 
called Malabarre.” (Haliburton had made the same statement before 
him in 1829. He called it Cap Blanc, and Malle Barre (the Bad Bar) 
was the name given to a harbor on the east side of the Cape.) 
Pring says nothing about a river there. Belknap says that Weymouth 
discovered it in 1605. Sir F. Gorges says, in his narration (Maine 
Hist. Coll., Vol. II. p. 19), 1658, that Pring in 1606 “made a 
perfect discovery of all the rivers and harbors.” This is the most 
I can find. Bancroft makes Champlain to have discovered more 
western rivers in Maine, not naming the Penobscot; he, however, 
must have been the discoverer of distances on this river (see 
Belknap, p. 147). Pring was absent from England only about six 
months, and sailed by this part of Cape Cod (Malebarre) because 
it yielded no sassafras, while the French, who probably had not 
heard of Pring, were patiently for years exploring the coast in 
search of a place of settlement, sounding and surveying its 
harbors.  
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General George Washington
GENERAL GEORGE WASHINGTON He remembered well General Washington, and how he rode his horse 

along the streets of Boston, and he stood up to show us how he looked. “He was a r-a-ther large and portly-
looking man, a manly and resolute-looking officer, with a pretty good leg as he sat on his horse.”

Winsor
WINSOR the tavern-keeper, Winsor, was going out mackerelling with seven men that evening ... Winsor cast 

overboard the foul juice of mackerel mixed with rain-water which remained in his trough, and then we 
gathered about the helmsman and told stories.

The father of the Wellfleet Oysterman
DOANE, FATHER OF WELLFLEET OYSTERMAN He said that one day, when the troubles between the 

Colonies and the mother country first broke out, as he, a boy of fourteen, was pitching hay out of a cart, one 
Doane, an old Tory, who was talking with his father, a good Whig, said to him, “Why, Uncle Bill, you might 
as well undertake to pitch that pond into the ocean with a pitchfork, as for the Colonies to undertake to gain 
their independence.”

Wellfleet Oysterman and family
WELLFLEET OYSTERMAN AND FAMILY a grizzly-looking man appeared, whom we took to be sixty or 

seventy years old. He asked us, at first, suspiciously, where we were from, and what our business was; to which 
we returned plain answers. “How far is Concord from Boston?” he inquired. “Twenty miles by railroad.” 
“Twenty miles by railroad,” he repeated. “Didn’t you ever hear of Concord of Revolutionary fame?” “Didn’t 
I ever hear of Concord? Why, I heard the guns fire at the battle of Bunker Hill. I am almost ninety; I am eighty-
eight year old. I was fourteen year old at the time of Concord Fight,—and where were you then?” We were 
obliged to confess that we were not in the fight. “Well, walk in, we’ll leave it to the women,” said he. So we 
walked in, surprised, and sat down, an old woman taking our hats and bundles, and the old man continued, 
drawing up to the large, old-fashioned fireplace,— ... The family consisted of the old man, his wife, and his 
daughter, who appeared nearly as old as her mother, a fool, her son (a brutish-looking, middle-aged man, with 
a prominent lower face, who was standing by the hearth when we entered, but immediately went out), and a 
little boy of ten. ... “May I ask your name?” I said. “Yes,” he answered, “I am not ashamed to tell my name. 
My name is ——. My great-grandfather came over from England and settled here.” He was an old Wellfleet 
oysterman

Weymouth
CHAMPLAIN BANCROFT LESCARBOT DE MONTS HOLMES HILDRETH BARRY PRING PURCHAS 

HALIBURTION BELKNAP WEYMOUTH SIR F. GORGES JOHN SMITH DES BARRES POINT-
GRAVAE POITRINCOURT Bancroft does not mention Champlain at all among the authorities for De Monts’ 
expedition, nor does he say that he ever visited the coast of New England. Though he bore the title of pilot to 
De Monts, he was, in another sense, the leading spirit, as well as the historian of the expedition. Holmes, 
Hildreth, and Barry, and apparently all our historians who mention Champlain, refer to the edition of 1632, in 
which all the separate charts of our harbors, and about one half the narrative, are omitted; for the author 
explored so many lands afterward that he could afford to forget a part of what he had done. Hildreth, speaking 
of De Monts’s expedition, says that “he looked into the Penobscot, which Pring had discovered two years 
before,” saying nothing about Champlain’s extensive exploration of it for De Monts in 1604 (Holmes says 
1608, and refers to Purchas); also that he followed in the track of Pring along the coast “to Cape Cod, which 
he called Malabarre.” (Haliburton had made the same statement before him in 1829. He called it Cap Blanc, 
and Malle Barre (the Bad Bar) was the name given to a harbor on the east side of the Cape.) Pring says nothing 
about a river there. Belknap says that Weymouth discovered it in 1605. Sir F. Gorges says, in his narration 
(Maine Hist. Coll., Vol. II. p. 19), 1658, that Pring in 1606 “made a perfect discovery of all the rivers and 
harbors.” This is the most I can find. Bancroft makes Champlain to have discovered more western rivers in 
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Maine, not naming the Penobscot; he, however, must have been the discoverer of distances on this river (see 
Belknap, p. 147). Pring was absent from England only about six months, and sailed by this part of Cape Cod 
(Malebarre) because it yielded no sassafras, while the French, who probably had not heard of Pring, were 
patiently for years exploring the coast in search of a place of settlement, sounding and surveying its harbors. 
John Smith’s map, published in 1616, from observations in 1614-15, is by many regarded as the oldest map of 
New England. It is the first that was made after this country was called New England, for he so called it; but 
in Champlain’s “Voyages,” edition 1613, (and Lescarbot, in 1612, quotes a still earlier account of his voyage,) 
there is a map of it made when it was known to Christendom as New France, called Carte Gaeographique de 
laNouvelle Franse faictte par le Sieur de Champlain Saint TongoisCappitaine ordinaire pour le roi en la 
Marine,—faict l’en 1612, from his observations between 1604 and 1607; a map extending from Labrador to 
Cape Cod and westward to the Great Lakes, and crowded with information, geographical, ethnographical, 
zoological, and botanical. He even gives the variation of the compass as observed by himself at that date on 
many parts of the coast. This, taken together with the many separate charts of harbors and their soundings on 
a large scale, which this volume contains,—among the rest, Qui ni be quy (Kennebec), Chouacoit R. (Saco R.), 
Le Beauport, Port St. Louis (near Cape Ann), and others on our coast,—but which are not in the edition of 
1632, makes this a completer map of the New England and adjacent northern coast than was made for half a 
century afterward, almost, we might be allowed to say, till another Frenchman, Des Barres, made another for 
us, which only our late Coast Survey has superseded. Most of the maps of this coast made for a long time after 
betray their indebtedness to Champlain. He was a skilful navigator, a man of science, and geographer to the 
King of France. He crossed the Atlantic about twenty times, and made nothing of it; often in a small vessel in 
which few would dare to go to sea to-day; and on one occasion making the voyage from Tadoussac to St. Malo 
in eighteen days. He was in this neighborhood, that is, between Annapolis, Nova Scotia, and Cape Cod, 
observing the land and its inhabitants, and making a map of the coast, from May, 1604, to September, 1607, 
or about three and ahalf years, and he has described minutely his method of surveying harbors. By his own 
account, a part of his map was engraved in 1604 (?). When Pont-Gravae and others returned to France in 1606, 
he remained at Port Royal with Poitrincourt, “in order,” says he, “by the aid of God, to finish the chart of the 
coasts which I had begun”; and again in his volume, printed before John Smith visited this part of America, he 
says: “It seems to me that I have done my duty as far as I could, if I have not forgotten to put in my said chart 
whatever I saw, and give a particular knowledge to the public of what had never been described nor discovered 
so particularly as I have done it, although some other may have heretofore written of it; but it was a very small 
affair in comparison with what we have discovered within the last ten years.”

William Wood
WILLIAM WOOD William Wood, who left New England in 1633, speaks, in his “New England’s Prospect,” 

published in 1634, of “a great oyster-bank” in Charles River, and of another in the Mistick, each of which 
obstructed the navigation of its river. “The oysters,” says he, “be great ones in form of a shoe-horn; some be a 
foot long; these breed on certain banks that are bare every spring tide. This fish without the shell is so big, that 
it must admit of a division before you can well get it into your mouth.”

Peregrine White
PEREGRINE WHITE the Pilgrims—Peregrine White, at least—who has kept on the back side of the Cape, and let 

the centuries go by.

Wolfe
GEORGE, WOLFE Next (?) came the fort on George’s Island. These are bungling contrivances: not our fortes, but 

our foibles. Wolfe sailed by the strongest fort in North America in the dark, and took it.
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Alexander Wilson


CAPE COD: We read the following as to the Storm Petrel 
(Thalassidroma Wilsonii), which is seen in the Bay as well as on 
the outside. “The feathers on the breast of the Storm Petrel are, 
like those of all swimming birds, water-proof; but substances not 
susceptible of being wetted with water are, for that very reason, 
the best fitted for collecting oil from its surface. That function 
is performed by the feathers on the breast of the Storm Petrels 
as they touch on the surface; and though that may not be the only 
way in which they procure their food, it is certainly that in 
which they obtain great part of it. They dash along till they have 
loaded their feathers and then they pause upon the wave and remove 
the oil with their bills.”

Winthrop
WINTHROP, DARBY FIELD, CHAMPLAIN, CARTIER, ROBERVAL, GOSNOLD, VERRAZZANI, GOMEZ, 

BANCROFT, SIR FERDINAND GORGES, THOMAS MORTON, HACKLUYT Even as late as 1633 we 
find Winthrop, the first Governor of the Massachusetts Colony, who was not the most likely to be misinformed, 
who, moreover, has the fame, at least, of having discovered Wachusett Mountain (discerned it forty miles 
inland), talking about the “Great Lake” and the “hideous swamps about it,” near which the Connecticut and 
the “Patomack” took their rise; and among the memorable events of the year 1642 he chronicles Darby Field, 
an Irishman’s expedition to the “White hill,” from whose top he saw eastward what he “judged to be the Gulf 
of Canada,” and westward what he “judged to be the great lake which Canada River comes out of,” and where 
he found much “Muscovy glass,” and “could rive out pieces of forty feet long and seven or eight broad.” While 
the very inhabitants of New England were thus fabling about the country a hundred miles inland, which was 
a terra incognita to them,—or rather many years before the earliest date referred to,—Champlain, the first 
Governor of Canada, not to mention the inland discoveries of Cartier, Roberval, and others, of the preceding. 
It is remarkable that the first, if not the only, part of New England which Cartier saw was Vermont (he also 
saw the mountains of New York), from Montreal Mountain, in 1535, sixty-seven years before Gosnold saw 
Cape Cod. If seeing is discovering,—and that is all that it is proved that Cabot knew of the coast of the United 
States,—then Cartier (to omit Verrazzani and Gomez) was the discoverer of New England rather than Gosnold, 
who is commonly so styled. .d century, and his own earlier voyage, had already gone to war against the 
Iroquois in their forest forts, and penetrated to the Great Lakes and wintered there, before a Pilgrim had heard 
of New England. In Champlain’s “Voyages,” printed in 1613, there is a plate representing a fight in which he 
aided the Canada Indians against the Iroquois, near the south end of Lake Champlain, in July, 1609, eleven 
years before the settlement of Plymouth. Bancroft says he joined the Algonquins in an expedition against the 
Iroquois, or Five Nations, in the northwest of New York. This is that “Great Lake,” which the English, hearing 
some rumor of from the French, long after, locate in an “Imaginary Province called Laconia, and spent several 
years about 1630 in the vain attempt to discover.” (Sir Ferdinand Gorges, in Maine Hist. Coll., Vol. II. p. 68.) 
Thomas Morton has a chapter on this “Great Lake.” In the edition of Champlain’s map dated 1632, the Falls 
of Niagara appear; and in a great lake northwest of Mer Douce (Lake Huron) there is an island represented, 
over which is written, “Isle ouil y a une mine de cuivre,”—”Island where there is a mine of copper.” This will 
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do for an offset to our Governor’s “Muscovy Glass.” Of all these adventures and discoveries we have a minute 
and faithful account, giving facts and dates as well as charts and soundings, all scientific and Frenchman-like, 
with scarcely one fable or traveller’s story. Probably Cape Cod was visited by Europeans long before the 
seventeenth century. It may be that Cabot himself beheld it. Verrazzani, in 1524, according to his own account, 
spent fifteen days on our coast, in latitude 41;dg 40;pr, (some suppose in the harbor of Newport,) and often 
went five or six leagues into the interior there, and he says that he sailed thence at once one hundred and fifty 
leagues northeasterly, always in sight of the coast. There is a chart in Hackluyt’s “Divers Voyages,” made 
according to Verrazzani’s plot, which last is praised for its accuracy by Hackluyt, but I cannot distinguish Cape 
Cod on it, unless it is the “C. Arenas,” which is in the right latitude, though ten degrees west of “Claudia,” 
which is thought to be Block Island. 
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X

Xenophanes (570-479BCE) XENOPHANES
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CAPE COD: It is remarkable that there is not in English any 
adequate or correct account of the French exploration of what is 
now the coast of New England, between 1604 and 1608, though it is 
conceded that they then made the first permanent European 
settlement on the continent of North America north of St. 
Augustine. If the lions had been the painters it would have been 
otherwise. This omission is probably to be accounted for partly 
by the fact that the early edition of Champlain’s “Voyages” had 
not been consulted for this purpose. This contains by far the most 
particular, and, I think, the most interesting chapter of what we 
may call the Ante-Pilgrim history of New England, extending to 
one hundred and sixty pages quarto; but appears to be unknown 
equally to the historian and the orator on Plymouth Rock. Bancroft 
does not mention Champlain at all among the authorities for De 
Monts’ expedition, nor does he say that he ever visited the coast 
of New England. Though he bore the title of pilot to De Monts, he 
was, in another sense, the leading spirit, as well as the 
historian of the expedition. Holmes, Hildreth, and Barry, and 
apparently all our historians who mention Champlain, refer to the 
edition of 1632, in which all the separate charts of our harbors, 
&c., and about one half the narrative, are omitted; for the author 
explored so many lands afterward that he could afford to forget 
a part of what he had done. Hildreth, speaking of De Monts’s 
expedition, says that “he looked into the Penobscot [in 1605], 
which Pring had discovered two years before,” saying nothing 
about Champlain’s extensive exploration of it for De Monts in 1604 
(Holmes says 1608, and refers to Purchas); also that he followed 
in the track of Pring along the coast “to Cape Cod, which he 
called Malabarre.” (Haliburton had made the same statement before 
him in 1829. He called it Cap Blanc, and Malle Barre (the Bad Bar) 
was the name given to a harbor on the east side of the Cape.) 
Pring says nothing about a river there. Belknap says that Weymouth 
discovered it in 1605. Sir F. Gorges says, in his narration (Maine 
Hist. Coll., Vol. II. p. 19), 1658, that Pring in 1606 “made a 
perfect discovery of all the rivers and harbors.” This is the most 
I can find. Bancroft makes Champlain to have discovered more 
western rivers in Maine, not naming the Penobscot; he, however, 
must have been the discoverer of distances on this river (see 
Belknap, p. 147). Pring was absent from England only about six 
months, and sailed by this part of Cape Cod (Malebarre) because 
it yielded no sassafras, while the French, who probably had not 
heard of Pring, were patiently for years exploring the coast in 
search of a place of settlement, sounding and surveying its 
harbors.  
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Y

Young
YOUNG, HUDSON On another, by Young, this has Noord Zee, Staten hoeck or Wit hoeck, but the copy at 

Cambridge has no date; the whole Cape is called “Niew Hollant” (after Hudson)

Yezdis
YEZDIS, CHALDEANS So, far in the East, among the Yezidis, or Worshipers of the Devil, so- called, the 

Chaldeans and others, according to the testimony of travellers, you may still hear these remarkable 
disputations on doctrinal points going on. 
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CAPE COD PEOPLE

?
THE HISTORIAN OF CHATHAM The historian of Chatham says further, that “in many families there is no 

difference between the breakfast and supper; cheese, cakes, and pies being as common at the one as at the 
other.”

?
THE HISTORIAN OF EASTHAM “The sand in some places,” says the historian of Eastham, “lodging against the 

beach-grass, has been raised into hills fifty feet high, where twenty-five years ago no hills existed. In others it 
has filled up small valleys, and swamps. Where a strong rooted bush stood, the appearance is singular: a mass 
of earth and sand adheres to it, resembling a small tower. In several places, rocks, which were formerly covered 
with soil, are disclosed, and being lashed by the sand, driven against them by the wind, look as if they were 
recently dug from a quarry.” ... In the account of Eastham in the “Historical Collections,” printed in 1802, it is 
said that “more corn is produced than the inhabitants consume, and above a thousand bushels are annually sent 
to market. The soil being free from stones, a plough passes through it speedily; and after the corn has come 
up, a small Cape horse, somewhat larger than a goat, will, with the assistance of two boys, easily hoe three or 
four acres in a day; several farmers are accustomed to produce five hundred bushels of grain annually, and not 
long since one raised eight hundred bushels on sixty acres.”

?
WALDEN POND “A pond in my native town, only half a mile long, is more than one hundred feet deep. The ocean 

is but a larger lake.”

?
AUTHOR the author of the old Description of Wellfleet says: “The atmosphere is very much impregnated with 

saline particles, which, perhaps, with the great use of fish, and the neglect of cider and spruce-beer, may be a 
reason why the people are more subject to sore mouths and throats than in other places.”

?
AUTHOR The author of the old “Description of Truro,” speaking of the soil, says: “The snow, which would be of 

essential service to it provided it lay level and covered the ground, is blown into drifts and into the sea.”

?
AUTHOR, DE KAY In the Naturalist’s Library, it is said that, in the winter of 1809-10, one thousand one hundred 

and ten “approached the shore of Hvalfiord, Iceland, and were captured.” De Kay says it is not known why 
they are stranded.

?
WEBB A writer in the Massachusetts Magazine, in the last century, tells us that “when the English first settled upon 

the Cape, there was an island off Chatham, at three leagues’ distance, called Webb’s Island, containing twenty 
acres, covered with red-cedar or savin. The inhabitants of Nantucket used to carry wood from it”; but he adds 
that in his day a large rock alone marked the spot, and the water was six fathoms deep there.

?
HISTORIAN OF WELLFLEET, KING WILLIAM, QUEEN MARY “At times to this day” (1793), says the 

historian of Wellfleet, “there are King William and Queen Mary’s coppers picked up, and pieces of silver 
called cob-money. The violence of the seas moves the sands on the outer bar, so that at times the iron caboose 
of the ship at low ebbs has been seen.”
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?
ANOTHER HISTORIAN Another tells us that, “For many years after this shipwreck, a man of a very singular and 

frightful aspect used every spring and autumn to be seen travelling on the Cape, who was supposed to have 
been one of Bellamy’s crew. The presumption is that he went to some place where money had been secreted 
by the pirates, to get such a supply as his exigencies required. When he died, many pieces of gold were found 
in a girdle which he constantly wore.”

?
FOUND COIN As I was walking on the beach here in my last visit, looking for shells and pebbles, just after that 

storm which I have mentioned as moving the sand to a great depth, not knowing but I might find some cob-
money, I did actually pick up a French crown piece, worth about a dollar and six cents, near high-water mark, 
on the still moist sand, just under the abrupt, caving base of the bank. It was of a dark slate color, and looked 
like a flat pebble, but still bore a very distinct and handsome head of Louis XV., and the usual legend on the 
reverse, Sit Nomen Domini Benedictum (Blessed be the Name of the Lord), a pleasing sentiment to read in the 
sands of the sea-shore, whatever it might be stamped on, and I also made out the date, 1741. Of course, I 
thought at first that it was that same old button which I have found so many times, but my knife soon showed 
the silver. Afterward, rambling on the bars at low tide, I cheated my companion by holding up round shells 
(Scutellae) between my fingers, whereupon he quickly stripped and came off to me.

?
UNIDENTIFIED CLASSMATE I had a classmate who fitted for college by the lamps of a light-house, which was 

more light, methinks, than the University afforded.

?
POET I could not but remember the words of the poet:— “Blow, blow, thou winter wind Thou art not so unkind 

As his ingratitude; Thy tooth is not so keen, Because thou art not seen, Although thy breath be rude. “Freeze, 
freeze, thou bitter sky, Thou dost not bite so nigh As benefits forgot; Though thou the waters warp, Thy sting 
is not so sharp As friend remembered not.”

?
AUTHOR “Each hut,” says the author of the “Description of the Eastern Coast of the County of Barnstable,” 

“stands on piles, is eight feet long, eight feet wide, and seven feet high; a sliding door is on the south, a sliding 
shutter on the west, and a pole, rising fifteen feet above the top of the building, on the east. Within it is supplied 
either with straw or hay, and is further accommodated with a bench.”

?
AUTHOR The author of the Description of the Eastern Coast says of this part, that “the bank is very high and steep. 

From the edge of it west, there is a strip of sand a hundred yards in breadth. Then succeeds low brushwood, a 
quarter of a mile wide, and almost impassable. After which comes a thick perplexing forest, in which not a 
house is to be discovered. Seamen, therefore, though the distance between these two hollows (Newcomb’s and 
Brush Hollows) is great, must not attempt to enter the wood, as in a snow-storm they must undoubtedly 
perish.”
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?
SAILOR OF THE MARGARET FULLER SHIPWRECK Once also it was my business to go in search of the relics 

of a human body, mangled by sharks, which had just been cast up, a week after a wreck, having got the 
direction from a light-house: I should find it a mile or two distant over the sand, a dozen rods from the water, 
covered with a cloth, by a stick stuck up. I expected that I must look very narrowly to find so small an object, 
but the sandy beach, half a mile wide, and stretching farther than the eye could reach, was so perfectly smooth 
and bare, and the mirage toward the sea so magnifying, that when I was half a mile distant the insignificant 
sliver which marked the spot looked like a bleached spar, and the relics were as conspicuous as if they lay in 
state on that sandy plain, or a generation had labored to pile up their cairn there. Close at hand they were simply 
some bones with a little flesh adhering to them, in fact, only a slight inequality in the sweep of the shore. There 
was nothing at all remarkable about them, and they were singularly inoffensive both to the senses and the 
imagination. But as I stood there they grew more and more imposing. They were alone with the beach and the 
sea, whose hollow roar seemed addressed to them, and I was impressed as if there was an understanding 
between them and the ocean which necessarily left me out, with my snivelling sympathies. That dead body 
had taken possession of the shore, and reigned over it as no living one could, in the name of a certain majesty 
which belonged to it.

?
AUTHOR In the “Description of the Eastern Coast,” which I have already referred to, it is said: “Beach-grass 

during the spring and summer grows about two feet and a half. If surrounded by naked beach, the storms of 
autumn and winter heap up the sand on all sides, and cause it to rise nearly to the top of the plant. In the ensuing 
spring the grass sprouts anew; is again covered with sand in the winter; and thus a hill or ridge continues to 
ascend as long as there is a sufficient base to support it, or till the circumscribing sand, being also covered with 
beach-grass, will no longer yield to the force of the winds.”
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COPYRIGHT NOTICE: In addition to the property of others, 
such as extensive quotations and reproductions of 
images, this “read-only” computer file contains a great 
deal of special work product of Austin Meredith, 
copyright 2013. Access to these interim materials will 
eventually be offered for a fee in order to recoup some 
of the costs of preparation. My hypercontext button 
invention which, instead of creating a hypertext leap 
through hyperspace —resulting in navigation problems— 
allows for an utter alteration of the context within 
which one is experiencing a specific content already 
being viewed, is claimed as proprietary to Austin 
Meredith — and therefore freely available for use by 
all. Limited permission to copy such files, or any 
material from such files, must be obtained in advance 
in writing from the “Stack of the Artist of Kouroo” 
Project, 833 Berkeley St., Durham NC 27705. Please 
contact the project at <Kouroo@kouroo.info>


“It’s all now you see. Yesterday won’t be over until 
tomorrow and tomorrow began ten thousand years ago.” 

              – Remark by character “Garin Stevens”
                in William Faulkner’s INTRUDER IN THE DUST

.

Prepared: August 9, 2013

mailto:Kouroo@brown.edu
Well, tomorrow is such and such a date and so it began on that date in like 8000BC? Why 8000BC, because it was the beginning of the current interglacial -- or what?
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ARRGH  AUTOMATED RESEARCH REPORT

GENERATION HOTLINE


This stuff presumably looks to you as if it were generated by a 
human. Such is not the case. Instead, upon someone’s request we 
have pulled it out of the hat of a pirate that has grown out of 
the shoulder of our pet parrot “Laura” (depicted above). What 
these chronological lists are: they are research reports 
compiled by ARRGH algorithms out of a database of data modules 
which we term the Kouroo Contexture. This is data mining. 
To respond to such a request for information, we merely push a 
button.
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Commonly, the first output of the program has obvious 
deficiencies and so we need to go back into the data modules 
stored in the contexture and do a minor amount of tweaking, and 
then we need to punch that button again and do a recompile of 
the chronology — but there is nothing here that remotely 
resembles the ordinary “writerly” process which you know and 
love. As the contents of this originating contexture improve, 
and as the programming improves, and as funding becomes 
available (to date no funding whatever has been needed in the 
creation of this facility, the entire operation being run out 
of pocket change) we expect a diminished need to do such tweaking 
and recompiling, and we fully expect to achieve a simulation of 
a generous and untiring robotic research librarian. Onward and 
upward in this brave new world.

        First come first serve. There is no charge.
        Place your requests with <Kouroo@kouroo.info>.
        Arrgh.
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